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at  a  still  low  fixed  rate, 

Before  It  Goes  Up,  Up  and  Away 


Don't  Miss  This  "Golden"  Opportunity  to  Save. 

It's  still  an  opportune  time  to  consolidate.  Interest  rates  are  slowly  climbing  from  their  record  low  last 
year  but,  for  the  time  being,  remain  quite  reasonable.  What's  more,  Congress  is  seriously 
considering  changing  the  fixed  rate  for  consolidation  loans  to  a  variable  rate. 
That  means  you  could  be  stuck  with  a  higher  rate  that  floats  from  year  to  year. 

Why  not  tie  down  an  ESF  EZChoice  Consolidation  Loan  at  a  low  fixed  rate  now? 

Chances  are,  you'll  save  money  and  lower  your  monthly  payments.  Plus,  you'll  no  longer  have  to 

hassle  with  multiple  loan  payments  throughout  the  month. 

Here's  how  The  ESF  EZChoice  Consolidation  Loan 
lives  up  to  its  name: 

•  It  features  a  still  low,  fixed  interest  rate 

•  ESF's  industry  leading  borrower  benefits*: 

-  Get  a  .25%  interest  rate  reduction  when  your  monthly 
payment  is  automatically  deducted  from  your  bank  account 

-  Get  an  additional  1.25%  interest  rate  reduction  for  36 
consecutive  on-time  payments 

•  No  fees,  credit  checks  or  income  verification 


CONSOLIDATION 
LOAN 


^ 


Give  us  a  call  at  1.866.542.8033,  or  learn  more  about  the 
advantages  of  consolidation  at  www.esfweb.com/usm.htm. 


You  Owe  It  To  Yourself 
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Education  Services  foundation  (ESF)  is  the  Student  Loan  Consolidation 
Lender  of  Choice  for  Southern  Miss  Alumni 

Ph:  601.981.4646  •  Fx:  601.981.6114  •  Toll-free:  1.866.542.8033  •  www.esfweb.com 

The  lender  for  this  program  is  Mississippi  Higher  Education  Assistance  Corporation. 

Education  Services  Foundation  is  your  non-profit  resource  for  free  college  planning,  scholarships, 
low-cost  student  loans  and  student  loan  consolidation. 


DON'T  WAIT.  CONSOLIDATE. 


©2005  Education  Services  Foundation.  All  rights  reserved.  *  Rate  reductions  are  available  for  consolidation  loans  that  have  an  initial  minimum  balance  of 
$10,000  or  more.  Benefits  are  subject  to  change. 
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A  national  news  anchor,  a  state  Senator,  an  Entergy  executive  and  two  past  presidents 
o(  the  Alumni  Association  were  among  seven  new  inductees  to  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  this  Homecoming. 

THE  ROAD  TO  RECOVERY 

The  impact  of  Hurricane  Katnna  was  felt  by  thousands  of  alumni  across  the  Gulf  Coast. 
No  doubt,  the  road  to  recovery  will  be  long,  but  already  numerous  Southern  Miss  alumni 
have  stepped  forward  to  take  part  in  the  rebuilding  process.  This  edition  of  The  Talon  tells 
a  few  of  their  stones. 

THE  ASSOCIATION'S  ANNUAL  REPORT 

For  the  first  time,  the  Alumni  Association  has  produced  an  annual  repon  which  documents 
the  Associations  programs  and  activities  of  the  past  year  as  well  as  provides  insight  into  the 
initiatives  to  come  in  2006.  The  fall  edition  of  The  Talon  includes  a  special  section  devoted 
to  the  report. 

NEW  MAN  ON  THE  HILL 

At  32  years  old,  Southern  Miss  alumnus  Bret  Boyles  is  one  of  youngest  aides  on  Capitol  Hill. 
However,  as  chief  of  staff  for  Sen.  Trent  Lott,  Boyles  also  holds  one  of  the  Hills  most  important 
positions.  Boyles  began  his  new  position  the  day  after  Hurricane  Katrina  hit  Mississippi s  coast 
and  he  has  not  stopped  working  since. 

SECOND  ACT 

For  second-year  basketball  coaches  Larry  Eustachy  and  Jove  Lee-McNelis  their  tasks 
appear  simple  on  the  surface  -  improve  on  last  seasons  losing  marks.  Finding  an  answer 
to  the  question  of  exactly  how  to  do  that  is  slightly  more  complicated.  Both  Golden  Eagle 
basketball  teams  enter  2005-2006  with  rosters  vastly  different  from  2004-200? 

HOMECOMING  2005 

Once  again,  Golden  Eagle  fans  were  treated  to  a  happy  Homecoming  as  the  Southern 
Miss  football  team  picked  up  another  Homecoming  win.  The  victor);  however  was 
just  part  of  the  celebration 

FRONT  COVER:      Ricky  Mathews  '84,  publisher  of  Tlie  Sun  Herald  new - 

the  Governor's  Commission  on  Recovery.  Rebuilding,  Renewal.  Mathews  is  pictured  on  the 
beach  of  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast.  Behind  him  is  the  Treasure  Baj 
Photo  by  Danny  Rawls  '69,  '80 


FALL  200: 


ALUMNI    STAFF 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  BOB  PIERCE  '91 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  FOR  INTERNAL  OPERATIONS  MARK  BOYLES  73 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  FOR  EXTERNAL  AFFAIRS  JERRY  DEFATTA  00 

MANAGER  OF  COMMUNICATIONS  JIM  COLL  '99 

MANAGER  OF  PROGRAMS  MARCUS  NAUSE  99,  '00 

COORDINATOR  OF  CONSTITUENT  RELATIONS  DAWN  SMITH  '95 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT  RENE  TRIGG 

COORDINATOR  OF  INFORMATION  SERVICES 

MELISSA  MCDANIEL 

MAIL  CLERK  EDWARD  WALLACE 

RECEPTIONIST  MIKE  DANIELS 


ADVERTISING  REPRESENTATIVE  KAY  O'SHAUGHNESSY  '69 
CONTRIBUTING  WRITER  YVONNE  ARNOLD  '90 


PRESIDENT  DANNY  MITCHELL 

PRESIDENT-ELECT  ROSEMARY  AULTMAN 

VICE  PRESIDENT  LOU  ANN  POYTNER 

PAST  PRESIDENT  REX  KELLY 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE  CHAIR  LARRY  WATSON 

SECRETARY/TREASURER  BOB  PIERCE 


WALT  DENTON,  BERNARD  GREEN,  CURT  HEBERT, 

BILLY  HEWES,  SCOTT  LESLIE,  BECKY  MONTAGUE, 

BENNY  WADDLE,  TOM  ANDERSON,  LIBBY  CONDIA, 

PAT  CRUISE,  HARRY  GOFF,  RICKEY  JONES, 

JUDIE  KOCHENOWER,  TONY  PALAZZO, 

ANGELA  HILBUN  COGNEVICH,  MARCUS  KINCAID, 

MARY  ALICE  KIRBY,  RICKY  MATHEWS,  MICHAEL  RATLIFF, 

LAMAR  REYNOLDS,  DALE  SHEARER 

EX-OFFICIO  BOARD  MEMBERS:  SHELBY  THAMES, 
ROBERT  "TOY"  MCLAUGHLIN,  TIM  RYAN,  MACK  GRUBBS, 
RICHARD  GIANNINI,  BRANDON  BELOTE 

For  advertising  information,  contact  Kay  O'Shaghnessy  by  phone, 
(601)  485-6700  or  e-mail  kayiaisouthernmissalumni.com. 

The  Talon  (USPS  652-240)  is  published  quarterly  by 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association, 

118  College  Drive  #5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001 

Active  membership  dues  of  $35 

(single  membership)  or  $40  (couple) 

include  subscription 


Marketing  and  Public  Relations,  Kristy  Brown,  Daphne  Alford, 

Dick  Vogel,  Athletic  Media  Relations, 

Hederman  Brothers  Printing  in  Ridgeland,  Miss., 

and  the  staff  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 

Periodical  postage  paid  at  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001 

and  at  additional  mailing  offices 

(Approved  January  20, 1955) 

POSTMASTER: 

Send  address  changes  to 

118  College  Drive  #5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 

(601)  266-5013 

e-mail  alumni@usm.edu 
web  site:  www.SouthernlVlissAlumni.com 


Proud  Member  of 


www.conferenceusa.com 

AA/EOE/ADAI 


southern 
mississippi 

•alumni- 


make  a  Permanent 
Connection 


Forge  a  lifelong  link  to  your  alma  mater  by  becoming  a  Life 
Member  of  the  AlLimni  Association.  In  addition  to  assuring  your 
connection  with  the  University,  a  Life  Membership  qualifies  your 
USM-bound  children  for  an  out-of-state  tuition  waiver  (subject  to 
university  guidelines),  entitles  you  to  a  Life  Membership  plaque,  and 
helps  fund  programs  that  benefit  the  University  and  the  Southern 
Miss  community. 


it's  a  "no  brainer"  for  me!  why?  because 
it  enables  me  to  further  express  my  love 
for  the  University  and  more  importantly 
TO  those  other  alumni  that  dedicate  their 
time  and  money  toward  the  betterment  of 
our  fine  institution.  it  creates  a  further 
bond  with  so  many  of  my  dear  friends  who  like  myself 
have  decided  to  become  involved  in  building  a  strong 
alma  mater.  i  encourage  any  alum  to  get  more  involved 
in  activities  and  take  an  interest  in  their  university, 
the  development  of  incredible  friendships  is  there  for 
the  taking  and  results  in  long  lasting  relationships! 

Southern  Miss  to  The  Top! 

Ed  Langton    70 


For  more  information,  contact  the 
Alumni  Association  office,  601-266-5013. 


HOME 


The  old  saying  states  that  life  is  10  percent  what  happens  to  you  and  90  percent  how  you  react  to  it. 

I  have  recalled  those  wise  words  a  number  of  times  since  Hurricane  Katnna  dealt  an  uppercut  to  the  jaw  of  the 
Gulf  Coast  in  late  August.  It  is  a  fitting  saying  for  a  region  still  staggering  to  its  feet  from  Katrinas  blow.  It  also  offers 
me  encouragement  when  I  look  around  the  Mississippi  Coast,  my  hometown  of  New  Orleans  and  the  campuses  of 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  and  witness  our  reaction. 

"We  will  be  better  than  before,"  University  President  Shelby  Thames  assured  members  of  the  faculty  and  staff 
as  we  returned  to  campus  for  the  first  time  following  Katrina.  Time  will  tell  just  how  much  better,  but  we  have 
persevered  through  a  difficult  stretch,  and  we  are  stronger  because  of  it. 

Throughout  the  pages  of  this  issue  of  The  Talon,  you  will  read  a  number  of  stories  related  to  our  recovery  from 
Hurricane  Katrina.  Some  are  heartbreaking.  Many  are  inspiring.  Several  are  both.  The  University's  operations  were 
dealt  a  major  blow;  estimates  on  the  Gulf  Coast  alone  reach  $300  million  in  damages.  But  students  are  once  again 
attending  classes  at  sites  in  Hattiesburg  and  on  the  Gulf  Coast;  buildings  are  being  repaired;  and  faith  that  the  best 
is  yet  to  come  is  being  restored.  Unbelievably,  in  a  testament  to  their  love  for  the  University,  faculty  and  staff  on  the 
Gulf  Coast,  most  of  whom  are  dealing  with  their  own  personal  tragedies,  are  working  day  and  night  to  guide  stu- 
dents through  the  semester.  No  saying  could  adequately  encapsulate  the  courage  and  dedication  of  their  reaction. 

For  many  Southern  Miss  alumni,  their  stories  are  still  being  told,  and  in  many  cases  still  being  written.  My  story 
has  involved  numerous  trips  to  New  Orleans  to  sort  through  the  mud  and  dirt  that  was  my  family's  possessions.  It 
will  include  more  trips  of  the  same  to  come.  What  is  important,  if  I  recall  the  old  saying,  is  not  that  a  lifetime  of 
memories  were  wiped  away  in  a  few  short  days,  but  that  I  am  fortunate  my  family  is  still  intact  and  more  memories 
will  be  made.  The  reaction,  I  remind  myself,  can  trump  the  action.  We  can,  and  we  will,  recover  and  rebuild  bigger 
and  better  than  before. 

Your  Alumni  Association  responded  to  Hurricane  Katrina  in  a  number  of  ways.  Shortly  after  the  storm  passed  through 
Hattiesburg,  the  Association  made  available  a  bulletin  board  on  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com  where  visitors  could 
post  their  messages  in  efforts  to  locate  missing  loved  ones  as  many  lines  of  communication  were  awaiting  restoration. 
Hundreds  took  advantage  of  the  board,  and  when  communication  lines  were  restored,  members  of  the  Association  staff 
contacted  those  who  made  the  posts  to  ensure  that  they  had  indeed  located  those  for  whom  they  were  searching. 

Upon  the  reopening  of  the  University,  the  Association  delivered  a  special  e-newsletter  to  more  than  25,000 
alumni  and  friends  of  the  University  that  contained  important  information  related  to  Hurricane  Katrina.  In 
addition,  the  Alumni  Association  joined  the  USM  Foundation  in  the  creation  of  the  Hurricane  Katrina  Relief 
Fund  for  Southern  Miss,  which  is  benefiting  students  with  special  needs  related  to  the  storm  and  assisting 
the  University  with  other  costs  related  to  Katrina. 

Also  still  available  to  Alumni  Association  members  in  the  affected  areas  are  programs  that  replace  the 
diplomas  destroyed  by  Katrina  free  of  charge,  as  well  as  help  members  remain  active  in  the  Association  by 
waiving  annual  dues  payments  for  those  whose  membership  expires  between  August  and  December  2005. 
The  deadline  to  participate  in  either  program  is  Dec.  15. 

Finally,  the  Association's  leadership  has  decided  to  temporarily  suspend  the  promising  Ogletree  House 
Campaign,  which  had  received  more  than  $1  million  in  commitments  in  just  two  months  of  active  fund 
raising.   The  campaign  will  be  resumed  in  January. 

We  hope  that  you  have  found  the  Alumni  Association's  and  the  University's  response  to  Hurricane  Katrina 
helpful.  We  will  continue  to  vigorously  work  toward  our  recovery  and  rebuilding  efforts  related  to  the  storm. 
Even  when  faced  with  a  natural  disaster  such  as  this,  we  can  continue  to  take. . . 

Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 


Jim  Coll 

Manager  of  Communications 
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Fisheries  Research  Resumes  in  the  Gulf  - 

■  Despite  the  estimated  $298  million  in  losses  that  Katrina  inflicted  on  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  along  the  Gulf  Coast,  fisheries  biologists  at 
the  University's  Gulf  Coast  Research  Laboratory  (GCRL)  in  Ocean  Springs  are 
restarting  their  research,  sampling  coastal  fish  as  part  of  ongoing  programs. 

Estimates  on  the  GCRLs  losses  were  approximately  $50  million  of  the 
total,  including  a  figure  on  lost  research  and  intellectual  property,  originally 
estimated  at  $15  million,  that  has  since  been  approximated  at  $20  million. 

"I  thought  Camille  was  bad,  but  this  was  much  worse,"  said  Jim  Franks, 
a  fisheries  biologist  who  rode  out  the  1969  hurricane  at  the  Lab  as  a  gradu- 
ate student.  Destruction  at  GCRL  is  "mind  boggling"  with  five  buildings 
destroyed  and  others  damaged  and  flooded. 

GCRL  boats,  however,  were  undamaged.  Also  safe  was  more  than  30  years 
of  fisheries  data. 

""We  have  taken  samples  of  fish  species'  early  life  history  stages  since  the 
early  1970s  at  the  same  sites,  a  line  of  sampling  stations  that  extends  from 
Bayou  Bernard  to  Horn  Island.  It  gives  us  a  baseline  to  measure  change,"  said 
Harriet  Perry  director  of  the  GCRL  fisheries  center.  "We  were  back  in  the  field 
in  time  to  get  September  and  October  samples  for  our  long-term  database." 

Before  they  could  get  back  to  their  pre-Katrina  mission  of  helping 
Mississippi  fisheries  stay  alive  and  healthy,  Southern  Miss  faculty  and  staff  all 
pitched  in  to  clear  debris  from  offices  and  labs.  They  set  up  an  outdoor  lab 


for  processing  samples 
under  a  donated  pop- 
up canopy  and  cleaned 
Katrina  mud  out  of  a 
small  wood-frame  struc- 
ture for  sorting  samples, 
measuring  and  record- 
ing data. 

The  field  work  in 
progress  is  important  to 
state  and  federal  agen- 
cies that  are  GCRL  part- 
ners and  supporters,  but 
Perry's  teams  are  going  a  step  further.  While  they  are  out  sampling  for  their 
own  projects,  they  are  also  collecting  biological  samples  and  water  quality 
data  for  other  agencies.  The  information  they  provide  is  critical  to  the  health 
and  safety  of  people  as  well  as  the  environment. 

"All  the  different  marine  resource  agencies  and  institutions  suffered  losses 
of  various  kinds,"  Perry  said.  "We  pooled  our  resources  in  order  to  keep 
operating.  In  the  aftermath  of  Katrina  we  are  strengthening  relationships,  and 
that  will  serve  Mississippi  well." 


Surrounded  by  Hurricane  Katrina  damage,  fisheries  tech- 
nicians from  the  Gulf  Coast  Research  Laboratory  depart  to 
collect  samples  for  Southern  Miss  research  as  well  as  for 
programs  of  state  marine  and  environmental  agencies. 


College  of  Business  Tabs 
Distinguished  Entrepreneur 

Ronald  G.  "Buddy"  McClain  is  living  proof 
of  one  of  his  favorite  sayings  that  winners  never 
quit.  That  attitude  has  propelled  McClain  from 
a  manager-trainee  at  Sonic  Drive-In  to  the  CEO 
of  the  Ridgeland-based  McClain,  Harvey,  Vaughn 
Sonic  Group,  which  owns  92  Sonics  in  four  states, 
including  Mississippi. 

McClain    has    been    selected    as    the    2005 
Distinguished  Entrepreneur  by  the   College   of 
Business  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

The  Brandon  resident  began  his  career  with  Sonic  Drive-ins  in  1977  as 
a  manager-trainee  at  age  22.  Today,  the  McClain,  Harvey,  Vaughn  Sonic 
Group  is  the  third-largest  franchise  group  in  the  Sonic  Corporation. 

The  company  projects  that  it  will  generate  approximately  $77  million 
in  annual  sales  this  year  in  addition  to  $66  million  generated  through 
the  company's  real  estate  division,  which  owns  70  properties. 

McClain  is  the  2003  recipient  of  Sonics  Chain  Leader  and  Multi-Unit 
Operator  of  the  Year  award  and  is  the  2005  recipient  of  the  Developer 
of  the  Year  award,  one  of  the  corporation's  most  prestigious. 

He  partnered  with  Southern  Miss  graduate  Cary  Harvey  in  1996 
and  bought  four  stores  in  the  Hattiesburg  territory.  By  the  end  of 
1999,  they  had  53  Sonics  located  in  Mississippi,  Alabama  and  North 
Carolina.  That  year,  the  partners  won  Sonic's  national  Turn- Around 
Operators  of  the  Year  award. 

By  2001,  the  company  agreed  to  build  20  stores  in  the  Tampa,  Fla., 
area.  McClain  extended  the  company  further  into  Florida  earlier  this 
year  as  it  signed  Sonics  largest  active  development  agreement,  commit- 
ting to  build  45  stores  in  five  years  in  the  West  Palm  Beach  and  Fort 
Meyers  markets. 

The  Distinguished  Entrepreneur  of  the  Year  award  was  established 
in  2000  by  the  College  of  Business  to  recognize  individuals  who  have 
received  national  recognition  and  who  have  made  significant  contribu- 
tions to  the  field  of  business. 


History  Professor  Remembered 

Colleagues  and  former  stu- 
dents are  remembering  the  late 
Dr.  John  Gonzales,  a  retired  dis- 
tinguished professor  of  history 
at  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi,  for  his  boundless 
generosity  and  tireless  devotion 
to  the  community  he  served  for 
more  than  half  a  century. 

Gonzales  died  Aug.  27  at 
Hattiesburg's  Forrest  General  Hospital 
after  a  lengthy  illness.  He  was  80. 

Gonzales  earned  his  under- 
graduate and  master's  degrees  from 
Louisiana  State  University  and  a 
doctorate  from  the  University  of 
North  Carolina.  He  joined  the  then 
Mississippi  Southern  College  faculty 
in  1945  and  taught  at  the  institution  for  the  next  54  years,  making  him  the 
longest  serving  faculty  member  in  Southern  Miss  history. 

In  addition  to  his  teaching  duties,  he  served  for  many  years  as  editor  of 
the  Journal  oj  Mississippi  History  and  played  a  key  role  in  the  revival  of  the 
Mississippi  Historical  Society  while  also  serving  as  its  president. 

Southern  Miss  history  professor  Dr.  William  Scarborough  said  Gonzales 
eschewed  material  wealth,  preferring  to  focus  on  his  profession  and  love  of 
history.  "He  lived  the  spartan  life  in  a  simple  apartment  across  from  the  cam- 
pus -  never  owned  a  car,  never  had  a  family,"  Scarborough  said.  "He  would 
get  up  in  the  morning,  stop  at  the  IHOP  (International  House  of  Pancakes) 
to  have  breakfast,  and  then  walk  across  the  street  to  campus  to  work. 

"His  whole  life  was  wrapped  around  the  University  He  was  a  master 
teacher,  a  forceful,  inspiring  lecturer,  and  I  know  generations  of  former 
students  remember  him  favorably.  He  was  also  a  congenial  colleague  who 
was  always  concerned  with  how  each  of  us  was  doing." 
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Campus  Restaurant  to  Feature  Southern  Miss  History 

■  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's  rich  history  will 
be  the  marquee  attraction  for  customers  of  a  new  restaurant 
opening  in  the  center  of  the  Hattiesburg  campus  this  spring. 
In  the  coming  months,  University  officials  anticipate  the 
completion  of  a  major  project,  which  will  remodel  the  former 
University  Powerhouse  into  the  upscale  eatery  Powerhouse 
Grill  &  Patio.  Plans  for  the  4,300-square-foot  restaurant,  to  be 
located  just  across  from  Cook  Library,  include  an  open  seating 
area  in  the  lower  level  and  a  sit-down  restaurant  on  the  second 
and  third  levels. 

The  new  establishments  trademark  will  be  a  display  of 
Southern  Miss  memorabilia  on  the  second  level. 

Emily  Simpson  '05  has  worked  throughout  the  summer 
locating  memorabilia  to  include  in  the  display,  which  will 
feature  photographs  and  artifacts  that  recognize  significant 
events  in  Southern  Miss  history.  Athletics  will  be  represented 
heavily,  but  the  project  will  also  include  contributions  made 
by  student  groups,  cheerleaders,  The  Pride,  Dixie  Darlings 
and  many  more.  Each  of  the  five  academic  colleges  will  also 
be  included  in  the  display.  A  "Wall  of  Fame"  will  highlight 
prominent  Southern  Miss  alumni  who  have  gone  on  to  excel  in 
their  fields,  including  Reggie  Collier,  Ray  Guy,  Jimmy  Buffett 
and  Evelyn  Gandy,  among  others. 

Simpson  said  she  hopes  the  project  teaches  people  as  much 
about  Southern  Miss  as  she  has  learned.  She  added  that 
Southern  Miss  alumni  have  been  instrumental  in  providing 
much  of  the  memorabilia  that  will  be  on  display. 

"This  has  been  a  true  learning  experience  for  me.  There  was  a  lot 
of  stuff  I  didn't  know  about  Southern  Miss  before  I  started  work- 


ing on  this,"  Simpson 
said.  "I  want  people  to 
feel  a  connection  with 
Southern  Miss.  If  you 
attended  the  University,  I 
want  you  to  come  in  and 
see  your  past  and  if  you 
didn't  go  to  USM,  I  want 
you  to  be  able  to  see  how 
we  have  gotten  to  where 
we  are  today." 

The  restaurant  will 
have  a  capacity  of 
200  customers.  Its 
exterior  will  feature 
a  New  Orleans-style 
patio  with  a  waterfall 
fountain.  Plans  also 
include  transforming 
the  textbook  center, 
located  adjacent  to  the 
restaurant,  into  the 
music  department's 
new  home. 


Barry  Henderson  removes  old  window  caulking 
inside  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's  old 
powerhouse  in  the  heart  of  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 
Work  crews  are  renovating  the  building  to  convert  it 
into  a  restaurant  The  Powerhouse  Grill  &  Patio  will 
be  decorated  with  Southern  Miss  memorabilia. 


ham- 


The  proposed  menu  will  include  items  such  as  gumbo, 
burgers,  ribs,  brick  oven  pizzas  and  much  more. 

If  you  have  Southern  Miss  memorabilia  or  know  of  someone 
who  does,  please  contact  Emily  Simpson  at  emilypowerhouse® 
yahoo.com. 


Institute  for  Learning  in  Retirement  Undergoes 
Name  Change 


■  Its  name  has  changed,  but  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi's  Institute  for  Learning  in  Retirement  continues  to 
provide  lifelong  learning  opportunities  for  senior  adults,  while 
also  recruiting  new  members  with  the  help  of  grant  funding. 

The  ILR  became  the  Osher  Lifelong  Learning  Institute  (OLLI) 
Sept.  8,  following  the  acceptance  of  a  grant  the  institute  applied 
for  last  year  from  the  Bernard  Osher  Foundation,  which  was 
founded  by  Bernard  Osher  in  1997. 

Osher,  a  successful  Maine  businessman,  founded  the  institute 
in  1977  as  a  philanthropic  endeavor  to  aid  educational,  cultural 
and  other  nonprofit  entities.  Aware  of  the  growing  baby-boomer 
generation,  in  1997  he  began  assisting  in  the  development 
of  lifelong  learning  programs  for  adults,  beginning  with  the 
University  of  Southern  Maine's  Senior  College. 

"With  him  being  a  senior  adult  learner,  he  (Osher)  knew  that 
the  baby-boomer  population  is  growing  and  will  benefit  from 
these  programs,"  said  Sue  Pace,  University  liaison  for  the  OLLI 
and  founder  of  the  ILR.  "He's  a  very  forward-thinking  person." 

Southern  Miss'  ILR  was  one  of  the  13  programs  in  the  coun- 
try this  year  to  receive  grant  funding  from  OLLI.  The  $100,000 
grant  received  by  the  Southern  Miss  ILR  will  help  fund  member- 


ship recruitment,  including  a  free  membership  for  one  year  for  a 
new  member.  This  new  membership  offer  waives  the  cost  of  one 
of  the  various  enrichment  classes  offered. 

The  grant  will  also  help  pay  for  computer,  printer  and  Internet 
service  and  training  in  independent  and  assisted  living  nursing 
homes  and  for  the  construction  of  a  quarter-mile  walking  track 
on  the  grounds  of  the  OLLI  offices,  located  at  the  Peck  House 
and  Asbury  Annex  at  3601  Pearl  St.  in  Hattiesburg. 

The  OLLI  offers  persons  50  and  older  personal  enrichment 
classes  focusing  on  such  topics  ranging  from  horticulture  to 
music  therapy,  seminars  on  topics  relevant  to  common  issues 
faced  by  senior  adults  and  field  trips  to  cultural  and  entertain- 
ment destinations,  among  other  benefits. 

Just  as  important  are  the  bonds  of  friendship  and  personal 
associations  that  have  developed  over  the  years  at  the  institute, 
said  Jeanette  Price,  who  praised  the  work  of  Pace  and  past 
President  Hilda  East  in  obtaining  the  Osher  grant  funding. 

"We're  absolutely  thrilled  to  be  one  of  the  few  universities  in 
the  country  to  receive  this  grant."  said  Price.  "This  will  give  us 
the  opportunity  to  reach  more  people." 


fall  :c 


NEWS 


DC\\  IM 


DCAMPUS 


Army  ROTC  Honors  Former  Student,  Soldier  Injured  in  Iraq 


Cpl.  Zachary  Schudrowitz,  left,  a  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  history  major  who  was  in- 
jured during  a  second  tour  of  duty  in  Iraq,  talks 
with  retired  Gen.  Elmo  Bell  of  Hattiesburg  be- 
fore a  ceremony  honoring  Schudrowitz. 


■  Cpl.  Zachary  Schudrowitz 
isn't  comfortable  with  the  word 
hero.  But  to  all  he  inspires, 
it's  a  word  that  fits  him  bet- 
ter than  the  marine  blues  he 
wore  to  the  ceremony  honor- 
ing him  at  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi. 

Schudrowitz,  an  Ocean 
Springs  native,  received  a 
plaque  from  the  University's 
Army  ROTC  and  the 
Department  of  History  dur- 
ing a  ceremony  commemo- 
rating his  service  and  sacn- 
fice  to  his  country.  A  soldier 
in  the  Gulfport-based  4th  Amphibious  Assault  Battalion,  Schudrowitz 
suffered  burns  to  a  quarter  of  his  body  when  his  amphibious  vehicle  hit 
an  explosive  device  in  Iraq  last  May.  It  was  his  second  tour  of  duty  in  Iraq, 
a  tour  Schudrowitz,  22,  wasn't  initially  required  to  take. 

"The  amazing  thing  about  Zach  is  he  didn't  have  to  go  back  to  Iraq. 
All  he  had  to  do  was  sign  a  contract  with  us.  We  tried  to  talk  him  into 
joining  Army  ROTC,  but  he  was  very  loyal  to  the  Marines  and  his 
unit,"  said  Lt.  Col.  Kevin  Dougherty,  a  former  battalion  commander  at 
Southern  Miss,  who  now  teaches  in  the  history  department. 

Dougherty  added,  "One  of  his  big  motivations  was  to  help  those  guys 
who  were  going  for  their  first  time,  to  teach  them  some  of  the  lessons 
he'd  learned  on  his  first  tour  of  duty." 

Between  deployments,  Schudrowitz  attended  Southern  Miss,  where 
he  took  a  keen  interest  in  military  history.  At  the  urging  of  a  couple  of 
friends  in  the  Army  ROTC,  Schudrowitz  signed  up  for  some  introduc- 
tory courses.  Although  Schudrowitz  had  fought  in  the  initial  invasion 
of  Iraq,  he  never  used  his  experience  to  gain  "instant  credibility"  with 
the  cadets,  Dougherty  said. 

"Instead,  he  earned  credibility  every  day  by  doing  the  things  other  ROTC 
students  were  doing.  He  was  an  excellent  student,  very  modest  and  always 
prepared  for  class.  He  didn't  draw  attention  to  himself  and  only  talked  about 


his  combat  when  someone  asked  him,"  he  said. 

At  the  ceremony,  Schudrowitz  thanked  the  Army  ROTC  for  keeping 
his  body  and  mind  in  shape  between  deployments.  He  also  thanked 
history  professor  Dr.  Andy  Wiest,  Dr.  Elliott  Pood,  dean  of  the  College 
of  Arts  and  Letters,  and  retired  Gen.  Elmo  Bell,  who  fought  in  World 
War  II  as  part  of  the  82nd  Airborne.  The  trio  accompanied  Schudrowitz 
to  the  site  of  the  D-Day  invasion  as  part  of  the  British  Studies  program 
while  he  was  a  student  at  Southern  Miss. 

"That  trip  helped  reinforce  in  my  mind  the  good  things  we  were  doing  in 
the  military,"  Schudrowitz  said  of  his  summer  excursion  in  France. 

Pood  said,  "When  we  were  standing  together  on  Omaha  Beach,  looking 
up  at  the  cliffs  the  Allied  forces  climbed,  a  lot  of  people  wondered  if  they 
would've  had  what  it  took  to  do  what  their  generation  did.  I  think  now  we 
can  say  without  a  doubt,  in  the  case  of  Zach,  Tes,  he  could.'" 

Schudrowitz,  who  was  on  leave  from  a  burn  unit  at  Ft.  Sam  Houston 
in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  attended  the  ceremony  with  his  father,  James 
Schudrowitz.  Lt.  Col.  Mitchell,  Southern  Miss  battalion  commander,  present- 
ed Schudrowitz  with  a  personalized  plaque.  Duplicates  were  placed  near  the 
Wall  of  Fame  outside  the  Army  ROTC  offices  in  the  George  Hurst  Building, 
as  well  as  outside  the  history  department  in  the  Liberal  Arts  Building. 

President  Shelby  Thames  thanked  Schudrowitz  for  defending  freedom 
and  wished  him  a  speedy  recovery  and  return  to  Southern  Miss.  "I  told  Zach 
when  he  comes  back  to  school,  I  want  him  to  drop  by  my  office  and  see  me 
so  I  can  keep  up  with  his  progress,"  Thames  said. 

Before  the  ceremony,  Schudrowitz  met  Bell  in  their  first  encounter 
since  his  injury.  "These  guys,"  Schudrowitz  said  after  hugging  Bell,  a  for- 
mer paratrooper,  "they  did  a  lot  crazier  stuff  than  we  ever  did." 

Concluding  the  dedication,  Schudrowitz  told  the  crowd  he  never  thinks  of 
himself  as  a  "hero,"  regardless  of  what  people  say 

"Any  person  who  is  defending  their  home  or  who  is  fighting  to  do  the 
right  thing  is  a  hero,  too,"  he  said.  "Just  because  I  signed  some  papers 
and  went  to  help  the  people  of  Iraq  and  to  help  my  friends... it's  not 
a  big  deal.  That's  just  the  sense  of  right  and  wrong  my  mom  and  dad 
instilled  in  me." 

Schudrowitz  said  he  hopes  older  generations  continue  to  take  the 
time  to  instill  similar  values  in  today's  youth.  "I  would  hope  that  my 
kids  would  accept  the  same  obligation." 


Scholarship  Honoring  Aubrey,  Ella  Lucas  to  Benefit  Katrina  Victims 


■  Dr.  Aubrey  Lucas  says  any  success  he's  enjoyed  in  the  last  half  cen- 
tury as  a  teacher  and  higher  education  administrator  is  owed  in  part 
to  nature,  and  partly  to  a  nurturing  faculty  at  his  alma  mater. 

"My  mother  was  an  excellent  teacher,"  said  Lucas,  president  emeri- 
tus of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  during  a  College  of 
Education  and  Psychology  ceremony  honoring  his  undergraduate 
graduation  class  of  1955. 

"Teaching  is  just  in  my  genes.  I  think  that  just  grew  in  me,"  Lucas 
said.  "I  doubt  there  are  many  professions  that  offer  the  same  kind  of 
fulfillment  to  a  person  than  teaching." 

The  class  of  1980  was  also  honored  at  the  event,  held  at  the  University's 
Payne  Center  during  the  University's  2005  Homecoming  weekend,  where 
it  was  announced  that  efforts  to  honor  Lucas  with  an  endowed  scholarship 
in  his  and  his  wife  Ella's  name  are  on  schedule.  The  scholarship  will  be 


awarded  to  undergraduate  students  majoring  in  one  of  the  colleges  degree 
programs.  Ella  Lucas  is  a  1954  graduate  of  the  institution. 

An  elementary  education  major  at  Southern  Miss,  Lucas  accepted 
a  scholarship  offer  from  the  University  after  he  graduated  as  valedic- 
torian from  Greene  County's  State  Line  High  School.  "1  had  a  good 
undergraduate  education  here.  I  received  a  lot  of  encouragement 
and  support  from  the  faculty,  and  they  also  had  high  expectations, 
which  were  helpful." 

Later,  after  receiving  a  master's  degree  from  Southern  Miss  and  a 
doctorate  from  Florida  State  University,  Lucas  served  as  the  University's 
registrar  before  taking  over  as  president  of  Delta  State  University. 
He  returned  to  Southern  Miss  as  president  in  1975  and  served  until 
announcing  his  retirement  in  1995,  after  which  the  University's  admin- 
istration building  was  named  in  his  honor. 
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Enrollment  Remains  Steady  Following  Katrina 

By  Dr.  Joseph  S.  Paul 

Vice  President  for  Student  Affairs 

Just  as  we  welcome  the  strongest  new  freshman  class  in  the  history  of 
Southern  Miss,  it  is  time  to  get  out  there  and  recruit  a  new  one  in  the  never- 
ending  cycle  of  student  recruitment.  We  are  excited  to  be  out  on  the  road 
telling  our  story,  and  as  always  we  welcome  your  assistance. 

On  track  for  another  record  enrollment  this  fall,  our  Southern  Miss 
enrollment  growth  was  temporarily  stunted  by  the  affects  of  Hurricane 
Katrina.  While  we  welcomed  125  displaced  students  mostly  from 
south  Louisiana,  we  saw  many  hundreds  more  of  our  continuing 
students  forced  to  withdraw  from  the  University  for  the  fall  term  due 
to  the  effects  of  the  storm  on  their  family  homes  and  livelihoods.  We 
are  confident  those  students  will  return  to  us  soon.  The  University 
Foundation,  in  partnership  with  the  Alumni  Association,  has  estab- 
lished a  Hurricane  Katrina  Relief  Fund  to  provide  scholarships  to  help 
students  affected  by  the  storm  to  remain  or  return  to  school. 

Our  fall  2005  official  headcount  enrollment  stood  at  15,030  (undupli- 
cated),  a  decrease  of  223  students  from  fall  2004.  We  are  proud  to  have 
welcomed  another  robust  and  talented  new  freshman  class  that  included 
143  Honors  College  freshmen,  an  increase  of  68  percent  over  a  two-year 
penod,  and  an  increase  of  2  percent  for  new  students  with  ACT  scores  of  25 
and  above.  We  continue  to  educate  more  Mississippians  than  any  university 
in  our  state  by  a  healthy  margin. 

As  we  enter  the  busy  fall  recruitment  season  with  great  enthusiasm, 
we  bid  farewell  to  one  of  our  recruitment  leaders,  Mathew  Cox.  Having 
served  Southern  Miss  for  13  years,  a  time  during  which  we  have  expe- 
rienced unparalleled  growth,  Mathew  has  accepted  a  position  as  dean 
of  Enrollment  Services  at  Millsaps  College.  We  wish  Mathew  and  his 
family  all  the  best,  as  we  thank  him  for  his  service  to  alma  mater. 

The  recruiting  functions  at  Southern  Miss  retain  the  steady  leadership 
of  Dr.  Kristi  Motter,  associate  vice  president  for  Enrollment  Services,  while 
Allison  Bruton  and  Beth  Giroir  will  be  providing  direction  in  the  Admissions 


Student  Christy  Blaine  of  Biloxi  spent  an  afternoon 
working  on  a  Homecoming  float  with  her  Kappa  Delta 
sorority  sisters  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus.  Undupli- 
cated  fall  enrollment  is  15,030  students. 


office  until  a  perma- 
nent replacement 
is  hired.  A  national 
search  for  a  director 
of  Admissions  has 
begun.  We  are  seek- 
ing a  dynamic  leader 
vvilh  substantive 
expenence  in  creat- 
ing innovative  strat- 
egies for  successful 
student  recruitment. 

The  disruption 
ol  the  high  school 
scene  in  south 
Mississippi  and 
Louisiana  brings  us  challenges  as  well.  We  will  aggressively  recruit 
these  areas,  and  we  need  your  help.  If  you  know  of  outstanding  high 
school  seniors  in  south  Louisiana  and  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  region 
who  have  an  interest  in  Southern  Miss  and  have  been  displaced  to 
other  schools  and  communities,  or  whose  families  have  temporary  or 
new  addresses,  please  let  us  know  by  contacting  our  Admissions  office 
at  (601)  266-5000  or  by  e-mail  at  admissions@usm.edu. 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  offers  students  a  unique 
combination  of  a  world  class  education  complemented  by  a  campus 
growing  in  rich  traditions  and  featuring  personal  attention  uncommon 
among  comprehensive  universities.  We  need  your  help  in  spreading 
this  good  news.  Whether  through  donating  to  the  Katrina  Fund,  help- 
ing us  locate  displaced  prospects,  or  supplying  us  with  new  student 
prospects,  as  our  alumni  you  have  a  role  to  play.  Thanks  to  an  active 
and  supportive  alumni  base  our  student  body  is  growing  in  size  and 
quality  as  we  take  Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 


Gulf  Coast  Enrollment  Strong 

■  Despite  the  devastating  effects  of  Hurricane 
Katrina,  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
has  maintained  a  strong  enrollment  for  the  fall 
semester  on  its  Gulf  Coast  campus  and  teach- 
ing sites,  after  modifications  were  made  to  the 
University's  schedule. 

University  officials  announced  that  65 
percent  of  the  original  enrollment  total  was 
maintained  -  1,622  students  -  after  a  sum- 
mer semester-style  schedule  was  implement- 
ed. The  semester  began  Oct.  10  and  will 
conclude  Dec.  21  at  the  Southern  Miss 
Gulf  Coast  Student  Service  Center  (formerly 
Garden  Park  Hospital),  the  Jackson  County 
teaching  site  in  Gautier  and  at  Keesler  Air 
Force  Base. 

Classes  resumed  as  previously  scheduled 
Sept.  19  at  the  University's  Gulf  Coast  Research 
Laboratory  and  Stennis  Space  Center. 

"I'm  pleased  that  we  have  this  many  students 
coming  back,  considenng  everything  they've  been 
through,"  said  Dr.  Pat  Joachim,  Southern  Miss 


Gulf  Coast  associate  provost.  "But  our  students 
aren't  numbers  to  us  -  they  are  people,  members 
of  the  Southern  Miss  family,  the  reason  we  come 
to  work  every  day.  Many  of  them  have  more 
pressing  obligations  than  school  right  now. 

"For  those  who  were  not  able  to  rejoin  us  this 
semester,  we  want  them  to  know  that  we  are  here 
to  support  them  as  they  recover  from  this  temble 
disaster  and  stand  ready  to  serve  their  educational 
needs  when  they  are  ready." 

Joachim  said  temporanly  moving  classes  and 
administrative  operations  into  the  new  Gulf  Coast 
Student  Services  Center  were  critical  in  the  effort 
to  get  the  semester  restarted.  GCSSC  is  housed  in 
the  former  Garden  Park  Hospital  location,  which 
the  University  purchased  last  year. 

"The  move  to  the  new  facility  was  real  positive," 
Joachim  said.  "It's  a  clean,  safe  environment.  The 
classrooms  are  appropriately  equipped  for  instnic- 
tion  deliver)'  and  there  is  a  satellite  library  facility. 

"Our  students  aren't  being  shortchanged 
-  we've  not  had  to  compromise  our  instruction 


delivery  or  content.  We're  still  meeting  the  same 
number  of  contact  minutes  in  this  10-week 
semester.  We've  retained  78  percent  of  our  origi- 
nal schedule,  and  our  seniors  who  were  set  to 
graduate  this  semester  will  still  be  able  to  do  so. 
as  are  our  spring  2006  semester  graduates." 

Joachim  also  praised  the  Southern  Miss 
Gulf  Coast  faculty  and  staff  for  their  efforts 
to  restart  the  fall  semester,  despite  enduring 
their  own  hardships  because  of  the  storm. 
"They've  shown  incredible  dedication  in 
getting  us  back  to  doing  what  we  love  - 
bringing  quality  educational  experiences  to 
the  Gulf  Coast." 

Adam  O'Keefe  of  Biloxi  is  completing  his 
undergraduate  course  work  this  semester  tor  a 
business  degree,  taking  classes  at  the  Gt  Nv 
O'Keefe  aire!  his  wife.  Elisa.  who  is  studying 
dietetics  at  Southern  Miss,  were  all  set  to  go 
on  their  honeymoon  the  week  Hurricane 
Katrina  struck  "We  were  going  on  a  cause  the 
same  day  it  i, Katrina'*  hit."  he  said. 


FALL  2005 


CALENDAR 


All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed.  Any  questions  regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  at  alumni  a 
usm.edu,  or  call  (601)  266-5013.  Please  visit  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com/events.htm  for  the  most  up-to-date  calendar.  All  events  are  located  on  the  Southern  Miss 
campus  unless  otherwise  noted.  For  information  on  tickets,  call  (601)  266-5418,  unless  otherwise  noted. 


28 

Lady  Eagle  Basketball  vs.  Louisiana 
Monroe  •  7  p.m. 

15 

Lady  Eagle  Basketball  vs.  Tulane 
•  2  p.m. 

26 

Music  presents  Baroque  Duo 

10 

Golden  Eagle  Basketball  vs.  South 

Faculty  Recital  •  Patricia  Malone 

Alabama  •  4  p.m.     ^^_^ 

30 

Golden  Eagle  Basketball  vs.  Spring 

18 

Golden  Eagle  Basketball  at 

and  Dana  Ragsdale  •  Marsh 

Dance  presents       %jC~-C) 

Hill  •  7  p.m. 

Houston 

Auditorium  •  Free  Admission 

Studio  115  Dance    ^ViX-  "* 

31 

Lady  Eagle  Basketball  at  Central 

19 

Music  presents  Adrian  Anantawan 

•  7:30  p.m. 

Concert  •  $5  general 
admission 

Florida  •  1  p.m. 

Guest  Artist  Recital  •  Marsh 

27 

Lady  Eagle  Basketball  at  UAB 

Auditorium  • 

•  7  p.m. 

•  7:30  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Basketball  vs.  Mercer 

Free  Admission 
•  7:30  p.m. 

28 

15 

2 

Golden  Eagle  Basketball  vs. 
McNeese  State  •  7  p.m. 

Golden  Eagle  Basketball  at  UAB 

Lady  Eagle  Tennis  at  Ole  Miss 

•  5  p.m. 

20 

Lady  Eagle  Basketball 

•  2  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Basketball  at  Memphis 

Golden  Eagle  Basketball  vs. 

4 

Golden  Eagle  Basketball  at  Auburn 
•  4:45  p.m. 

vs.  East  Carolina 
•  7  p.m. 

29 

William  Carey  •  7:30  p.m. 

•  2  p.m. 

Music  presents  Jason  Haun  Guest 
Euphonium  Recital  •  Marsh 
Auditorium  •  Free  Admission 

17 
19 

Commencement  •  2:30  p.m.  and 
6:30  p.m. 

Golden  Eagle  Basketball  vs. 

6 

8 

Lady  Eagle  Basketball  at  Rice 
•  7  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Basketball    ^^^ 
at  Houston  •  2  p.m.    ,M   fl| 

21 
22 

Golden  Eagle  Basketball  vs 
Memphis  •  4  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Tennis  at  Tulane 

Tennessee  State  •  7  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Basketball  vs.  Marshall 

•  2:30  p.m. 

11 

Golden  Eagle                 ^^^ 

•  2  p.m. 

S&l 

21 

Lady  Eagle  Basketball  at  Arkansas 
-  Little  Rock  •  7  p.m. 

Basketball  vs.  Tulane 

•  7  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Basketball  vs.  UTEP 

•  7  p.m. 

24 

Promenage  in  Concert  •  Marsh 

Symphony  presents           yjSjsP 

Future  Stars  •                ,ifc'' 

Golden  Eagle  Basketball  vs. 
Bradley  •  7:05  p.m. 

13 

Auditorium  ■  Free  Admission 
•  7:30  p.m. 

Bennett  Auditorium      ^^ 
•  7:30  p.m. 

25 

Golden  Eagle  Basketball  vs.  Rice 

27 

Golden  Eagle  Basketball  vs.  West 

14 

Golden  Eagle  Basketball  at  Tulsa 

•  7  p.m. 

Florida  •  7  p.m. 

•  4:30  p.m. 

Twas  the  month  of  Katrina  and  all  through  the  land 
Your  orchestra  squirmed  for  a  ballet  was  planned. 
Plan  A  was  La  Studio  whose  roofing  fell  through. 
Plan  B  came  from  Jackson,  then  they  could  not  do. 
Plan  C  was  a  longshot,  from  Pennsylvaina  they  came. 
Papa  Dean  ached  and  moaned,  "Can  we  afford  a  plane?" 
Plan  D  wasn't  happenin1,  so  plan  E  was  in. 
"Another"  agreed  for  weeks,  then  backed  out  again. 

The  Nutcracker's  off  as  our  fears  start  to  loom. 

So  where  does  that  leave  us,  with  holiday  gloom? 

At  some  point,  you  know,  you  just  have  to  laugh. 

Then  a  light  bulb  went  off  to  all  of  our  staff. 

Let's  still  do  a  show  with  comedic  delight, 

And  still  play  Tchaikovsky,  if  that  is  all  right. 

Yes  there  will  be  dancers,  but  more  than  that  too, 

Some  holiday  classics,  some  old  and  some  new. 


wttt 


Sati 
Mannon' 


ISPf,  December  16,  7:58 
Ltiay,  December  17,  1 1  ^ 
Pei  iimniii&Aits  Ceiuev  Ai: 


p.m. 


litonum 


The  Not-Cracker  then,  you  get  the  joke, 

Instead  of  not  happenin,'  we're  goin'  for  broke. 

When  life  gives  you  lemons,  make  lemonade. 

For  this  holiday  show  you'll  be  glad  that  you  stayed 

As  apologies  go  please  know  this  is  true, 

This  symphony's  here  dedicated  to  you! 


TICKETS 


u\hw 


10 


THE  TALON 


V 

ean 


fi&l 


Hattiesburg  Coca-Cola's  Brad  Brian,  left,  and  Shell  Fin- 
ish Line's  Will  Martens  present  a  check  for  the  proceeds 
of  the  Homecoming  Scholarship  Golf  Tournament  to  Bob 
Pierce,  executive  director  of  the  Alumni  Association. 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association  extends  its  gratitude  and 
appreciation  to  the  sponsors  and  participants 
of  the  2005  Shell  Finish  Line/Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Homecoming  Scholarship  Golf 
Tournament.  This  tournament  marked  the 
seventh  consecutive  year  with  major  corpo- 
rate sponsorship  and  was  the  first  Alumni 
Association  tournament  to  be  played  at 
Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club  in  Hattiesburg. 

The  tournament  featured  more  than  100 
golfers  and  35  sponsors.  As  a  result  of  the 
tremendous  showing  of  support,  the  Alumni 
Association  was  able  to  make  $5,000  con- 
tributions to  both  the  USM  Foundation 
and  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign.  The 
contribution  to  the  Foundation  will  help 
endow  the  Legacy  Scholarship  Fund,  a 
fund  that  awarded  five  $1,000  scholar- 
ships this  past  year  to  children  and  grand- 
children of  alumni.  The  Ogletree  House 
Campaign  contribution  will  assist  efforts 
to  finance  a  $3  million  project  which  will 
restore  and  expand  the  Association's  home 
on  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 


As  has  been  stated  many  times  before,  there  has  never  been 
a  better  time  to  be  a  part  of  Southern  Miss.  The  success  of  the 
2005  Shell  Finish  Line/Southern  Miss  Alumni  Homecoming 
Golf  Tournament  is  just  one  more  reason  why  it  is  great  to 
be  a  Golden  Eagle.  We  hope  to  see  you  next  year  for  our 
Homecoming  tournament. 


1  ST  PLACE  GROSS 

TOM  POTTER 

BILL  SANSING 

MIKE  LEWIS 

GLENN  SANSING 

2ND  PLACE  GROSS 

MIKE  WILKINS 

JEFF  GROVE 

JEFF  FINCH 

SCOTT  BANCROFT 

3RD  PLACE  GROSS 

CHRIS  HESTER 

CARTER  MCINNIS 

CHAD  STANLEY 

BO  MURPHY 


1  ST  PLACE  NET 

JOE  SULLIVAN 

CRAIG  WELLS 

LAMAR  LOTT 

GLENN  PARTRICK 


2ND  PLACE  NET 

MITCH  BRENT 

BENNY  WADDLE 

DAVID  HAM 

DAN  HENLEY 


3RD  PLACE  NET 

TOY  MCLAUGHLIN 

CHAPPY  SORY 

CORLEY  MORSE 

BROSSIE  CORRERRO 


Thank 


SPONSORS 

206  Front 

AmSouth  Bank 

Anderson  Carpet  One 

BancorpSouth 

Bean  Moving  &  Storage 

Buffalo  Wild  Wings 

Campus  Bookmart 

Citizen's  National  Bank 

Classic  Concepts 

Coca-Cola* 
Community  Bank 

Copeland's 

DMCS/SourceLink 

Griffin  Insurance 

Hancock  Bank 

Hederman  Brothers 

J&L  Sales* 

McAlister's  Deli  (Hardy  St.) 

McAlister's  Deli  (Sheffield  Loop) 

Mike  Anderson  Seafood 

Nicholson  &  Company 

O' Charley's 

Outback  Steakhouse 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

Pace  Oil  Company,  Inc. 

Parris  Jewelers* 

Petrey  Novelty 

Shell  Finish  Line* 

Shelter  Insurance  (Mitch  Brent) 

Southern  Beverage 

Southern  Oaks 

Stokes  Distributing 

Tom's  Food,  Inc. 

Toy  McLaughlin 

Trustmark  Bank 

Urolosical  Associates  ot  South  Miss. 


*  major  contributors 


ASSOCIATION 


Katrina  Programs  Designed  to  Assist  Members 


No  doubt,  the  people  of  South  Mississippi  and  Louisiana  faced  tre- 
mendous adversity  in  the  aftermath  of  Hurricane  Katrina.  And  includ- 
ed in  the  masses  affected  by  this  catastrophic  storm  are  thousands  of 
alumni  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  With  that  in  mind, 
the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  initiated  a  pair  of  programs 
designed  to  assist  members  of  the  Association. 

The  programs  will  replace  the  diplomas  destroyed  by  Katrina  free 
of  charge,  as  well  as  help  members  remain  active  in  the  Association 
by  waiving  annual  dues  payments  for  those  in  the  affected  area  whose 
membership  expires  between  August  and  December  2005. 

"Hurricane  Katrina  was  obviously  the  most  significant  natural  disas- 
ter of  our  lifetime,  particularly  for  the  part  of  the  country  where  a  large 
number  of  our  alumni  live,"  said  Bob  Pierce,  executive  director  of  the 
Alumni  Association.  "Now  is  the  time  to  focus  on  relief  and  recovery 
for  the  thousands  of  Southern  Miss  alumni  affected  by  this  storm." 

To  replace  diplomas,  the  Association  has  partnered  with  the 
Office  of  the  University  Registrar.  To  take  advantage  of  this  oppor- 


tunity, alumni  residing  in  the  affected  areas  should  contact  the 
Alumni  Association  at  (601)  266-5013  and  request  a  copy  of  the 
Special  Circumstance  Request  for  Replacement  Diploma  form  or 
download  the  form  from  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com.  Delivery 
to  those  placing  orders  is  expected  in  March  2006.  All  replacement 
diplomas  will  carry  the  titles  and  signatures  of  current  University 
and  Board  of  Trustees  officials. 

Alumni  who  qualify  for  the  membership  program  should  have 
received  a  letter  detailing  an  offer  which  will  extend  annual  member- 
ships one  year.  Alumni  whose  lives,  although  affected,  have  returned  to 
normal  and  still  wish  to  support  the  Alumni  Association  financially  are 
encouraged  to  do  so.  In  order  to  pay  dues  to  the  Association  as  normal, 
please  respond  to  membership  renewal  reminders. 

If  you  have  any  questions  concerning  the  membership  program  or 
the  diploma  replacement  offer,  please  contact  Mike  Daniels  via  e-mail 
at  mike.daniels@usm.edu  or  by  phone  at  (601)  266-5013.  To  partici- 
pate in  either  program,  please  respond  by  Dec.  15. 


Association  Fills  New  Associate  Director  Post 


Jerry  DeFatta,  a 
Southern  Miss  marketing 
graduate,  has  accepted 
the  position  of  associ- 
ate director  for  external 
affairs  at  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association. 
DeFatta,  a  Petal  native,  has  spent  the  last  five 
years  with  the  Cintas  Corporation;  serving  in 
a  number  of  facets.  Some  of  the  positions  he 
held  while  with  Cintas  include  sales  represen- 
tative, service  manager  and  plant  manager. 


The  position  of  associate  director  for  exter- 
nal affairs  is  a  new  position  at  the  Association. 
DeFattas  primary  responsibilities  will  include, 
but  not  be  limited  to,  membership  recruit- 
ment, tracking  and  evaluation,  as  well  as  man- 
aging the  Associations  development  efforts. 
He  will  also  oversee  the  Associations  field 
operations,  communication  efforts  and  man- 
age affinity  partner  relationships  and  other 
revenue  generating  programs. 

"I  was  -  interested  in  joining  the  effort  to 
make  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association  one  of  the  nations  leading 


alumni  associations,"  DeFatta  said. 

"We  are  excited  to  have  Jerry  join  us  on 
the  Alumni  Association  staff,"  said  Bob  Pierce, 
executive  director  of  the  Alumni  Association. 
"The  associate  director  for  external  affairs 
position  was  created  after  a  study,  initiated  as 
part  of  our  five-year  strategic  plan,  was  con- 
ducted to  determine  the  effectiveness  of  the 
Association  staff.  More  than  60  people  applied 
for  the  opportunity,  and  we  believe  that  in 
Jerry,  we  have  the  right  combination  of  drive, 
talent,  skills  and  love  for  Southern  Miss  it  will 
take  to  be  successful  in  this  important  role." 


New  Life  Members 


Ron  and  Angela  Barnes  •  Mike  and  Bonnie  Battle  •  Paul  Mark  Powell 

Rex  A.  Brannon  •  Ikie  E.  Ethridge  •  Michael  C.  Rozier,  Jr. 

Kristine  K.  McMillan  •  Ray  and  Marcia  Hale  •  Shawn  and  Kimberly  Walker 

Alex  A.  Abu-Saoud  •  Donna  Kaye  King  •  Alvin  Gene  Williams 

William  and  Felicia  McLellan  •  Steve  and  Ann  Holifield  •  David  and  Carole  King 

Robert  Leslie  Knight  •  Tom  and  Mary  Wolfe  •  Robert  K.  Gaines 

Marcus  and  April  Nause  •  Drs.  Theron  and  Evelyn  Brown  •  Priscilla  McCaskill  Alston 

Nathan  David  Tudor  •  Ronald  and  Minnie  Austin  •  Scott  and  Day  Bookout  •  Shonda  S.  Hynes 
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Association  Unveils  Ambassadors,  Constituent  Societies  Initiatives 


In  recent  years,  groups  and  organiza- 
tions across  the  United  States,  ranging 
from  university  alumni  chapters  to  local 
civic  organizations  and  clubs,  have  seen  a 
significant  decline  in  membership,  partici- 
pation and  leadership. 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association  has  taken  notice  - 
and  action. 

"The  Alumni  Association  staff  began  a 
process  of  evaluating  event  attendance  and 
volunteer  leadership  turnover  in  alumni 
chapters  two  years  ago,"  said  Bob  Pierce, 
executive  director  of  the  Association.  "It 
became  clear  that  in  some  regions  those 
two  areas  could  be  improved.  At  the  same 
time,  we  examined  other  university  alumni 
associations  to  see  what  methods  they  were 
using  to  structure  their  field  operations." 

"After  discussions  with  alumni  associa- 
tions at  the  University  of  Virginia,  Georgia 
Tech,  North  Carolina  State  and  others  using 
constituent  societies,  we  were  ready  to  start 
putting  our  plan  in  place,"  Pierce  added. 

The  result  of  that  process  is  the 
Alumni  Ambassadors  and  Constituent 
Society  program. 

An  alumni  ambassador  is  the  designated 
alumni  volunteer  representing  Southern  Miss 


in  a  specific  geographic  region.  His  or  her  role 
is  to  serve  as  a  liaison  for  the  University  and 
the  Alumni  Association  with  individual  alum- 
ni, parents,  students  and  interested  individu- 
als in  that  area.  Responsibilities  of  an  alumni 
ambassador  are  less  than  those  of  chapter 
presidents.  Events  are  on  a  smaller  scale  and 
are  less  frequent  to  help  best  utilize  the  time  of 
the  alumni  ambassador.  There  may  be  more 
than  one  alumni  ambassador  in  an  area,  and 
the  alumni  ambassador  may  recruit  volunteers 
to  assist  with  various  events  or  projects. 

"The  mission  and  goals  of  the  Southern 
Miss  Alumni  Association  can  be  achieved 
with  a  network  of  volunteers  in  geographical 
regions  where  clusters  of  alumni  reside,"  Pierce 
said.  "While  the  chapter  program  still  serves  a 
useful  purpose,  it  no  longer  meets  the  needs 
of  our  volunteers  in  many  of  these  geographic 
regions.  The  Alumni  Ambassadors  program  is 
intended  to  supplement  the  chapter  program 
and  offer  an  alternative  means  of  involvement 
for  our  volunteers  in  these  regions." 

A  complete  listing  of  the  alumni  ambas- 
sadors criteria  and  responsibilities,  as  well 
as  the  services  provided  by  the  Alumni 
Association  will  be  made  available  to  those 
chapters  where  the  Alumni  Ambassador 
program  will  be  implemented.  Volunteers 


to  fill  ambassador  posts  in  Orlando  and 
Pensacola,  Fla.,  as  well  as  Pearl  River 
County,  Miss.,  are  still  needed. 

A  constituent  society  is  a  group  created 
based  on  professional  interest  (former  students 
of  a  particular  profession)  or  special  interest 
(former  students  with  a  common  interest  or 
goal).  These  groups  are  brought  together  by 
a  common  connection  to  a  particular  facet 
of  student  or  alumni  life.  The  purpose  of 
these  constituent  societies  is  to  provide  further 
opportunities  for  involvement  with  and  con- 
nections to  the  University  and  other  alumni. 

If  interested  in  a  constituent  society  and 
for  more  information  on  how  to  form  a  con- 
stituent society,  please  contact  the  Alumni 
Associations  Coordinator  of  Constituent 
Relations,  Dawn  Smith,  at  (601)  266-5013. 
The  Alumni  Ambassadors  and  Constituent 
Society  program  will  begin  implementation 
in  January.  Additional  information  will  be 
posted  on  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 
at  that  time  as  well. 

"The  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  is 
committed  to  helping  alumni  connect  with 
each  other,"  Pierce  said.  "Southern  Miss  holds  a 
different  expenence  for  each  student,  and  there 
are  varied  and  appropnate  ways  for  the  Alumni 
Association  to  foster  these  connections." 


Alumni  Association  Announces  Library  Book  Fund 


Alumni  Association  Director  Bob  Pierce  and  the  Association's 
Executive  Committee  have  announced  a  10-year,  $10,000  com- 
mitment to  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Libraries.  The 
Alumni  Association  Book  Fund  will  be  used  to  purchase  library 
books  for  campus  libraries  in  Hattiesburg  and  on  the  Gulf  Coast, 
as  directed  by  University  Librarian  Kay  Wall. 

Pierce  presented  an  initial  $1,000  check  to  Wall  in  October. 
Subsequent  contributions  of  $1,000  each  will  be  made  annually 
through  2014. 

"No  one  can  question  the  importance  of  a  good  library  to 
the  success  of  any  academic  institution,"  Pierce  said.  "We  have 
an  outstanding  library,  and  I  believe  it  serves  as  a  cornerstone 
for  Southern  Miss.  I  am  delighted  that  the  leadership  of  the 
Association  chose  to  support  the  library  in  this  way" 

The  funds  will  provide  support  for  each  of  the  University's 
libraries  on  a  rotating  basis,  so  that  materials  are  purchased  and 
housed  at  each  facility  through  the  years.  The  collections  of  Joseph 
Anderson  Cook  Library,  and  the  William  David  McCain  Library 
and  Archives  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus  will  be  recipients  as 
well  as  the  collections  at  the  USM  Gulf  Coast  Library  and  Gunter 


Library  at  the  Gulf  Coast 
Research  Laboratory. 
Library  books  pur- 
chased with  the  Alumni 
Association  funds  will 
be  identified  with  book- 
plates, Wall  said. 

Current  members  of  The 
University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Alumni 

Association  are  granted 
borrower  privileges  with 
the   University   Libraries. 

Alumni  Association  .._... 

ment  to  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 

members     must     present  Libraries.  Above,  Bob  Pierce,  executive  direc- 

a      current      Association  tor  of  the  Association,  presents  a  check  to  Uni- 

,         ,  .  ,  ,  versity  Librarian  Kay  Wall, 

membership   card   at    the 

Circulation  Desks  ot  either  Cook  Library  in  Hattiesburg  or  the 
Gulf  Coast  Library  to  register.  Interhbrarv  Loan  privileges  are  also 
extended  to  registered  current  Alumni  Association  members. 


The  Association  has  made  a  510.000  commit- 
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Seven  Inductees  Bring  Halls  Total  to  200 

A  national  news  anchor,  a  state  Senator,  an  Entergy  executive  and  two  past  presidents  of  the  Alumni  Association  were  among  seven  new  inductees  to  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  this  Homecoming.  Natalie  Allen,  an  anchor  for  MSNBC;  Sally-Ann  Robots  Craft,  co-host  of  Eyewitness 
Morning  News  in  New  Orleans;  Entergy  Corporation  Vice  President  Curt  Hebertjr;  Rex  Kelly,  the  Associations  immediate  past  president;  state  Sen.  Tom  King; 
Bo  Morgan,  author  of  "Dear!}'  Bought,  Deeply  Treasured;  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  J  912-1 987; "  and  entrepreneur  Al  Gordy  were  inducted  during 
ceremonies  held  Oct.  14  in  Hattiesburg.  The  seven  brought  the  Halls  total  membership  to  200.  The  initial  Hall  of  Fame  class  was  inducted  in  1987. 


Ms.  Natalie].  Allen  '84 

Natalie  Allen  has  been  a  broadcast  journalist  for  23  years  at 
both  the  national  and  local  levels,  working  as  an  award-winning 
correspondent,  news  anchor,  producer,  writer,  copy  editor, 
photographer  and  videotape  editor. 

While  few  people  can  claim  that  they  have  stood  on  the 
forefront  of  history  and  announced  their  findings  to  the 
world,  Allen  has  been  doing  so  since  she  graduated  from  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  in  1984. 

Allen  began  her  broadcasting  career  as  a  news  anchor  and  correspondent  at  KFSM- 
TY  a  CBS  affiliate  in  Fort  Smith,  Ark.  While  at  KFSM-TV,  she  also  served  as  a  general 
assignment  correspondent,  news  producer,  news  photographer  and  news  editor. 

In  1985,  Allen  returned  to  her  hometown  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  took  a  job  as 
news  anchor  and  correspondent  at  WREG-TV  At  WREG,  she  wrote  and  reported  a 
six-month  series  of  broadcasts  on  problems  with  inner  city  public  schools  and  was 
sent  to  Belize  to  follow  and  report  on  a  medical  mission.  Her  report  on  the  eighth 
anniversary  of  Elvis  Presley's  death  aired  nationally. 

Allen  left  Memphis  and  took  a  job  as  anchor  for  Eyewitness  News  Daybreak  at  WFTV 
in  Orlando,  Fla.  While  there,  she  was  also  a  general  assignment  reporter  whose  primary 
focus  was  local  government.  Her  report  on  the  accidental  killing  of  a  child  by  a  boy  won 
her  a  regional  Emmy  Award  and  an  Edward  R.  Murrow  Award. 

In  1992,  Allen  started  what  was  to  be  almost  10  years  as  a  news  anchor  and  cor- 
respondent for  Cable  Network  News.  At  CNN,  she  conducted  live  interviews  with 
some  of  the  worlds  most  recognizable  people,  including  Henry  Kissinger,  Al  Gore,  Jerry 
Falwell,  Louis  Farrakhan,  Charlton  Heston,  J.K.  Rowling  and  Southern  Miss  alumnus 
Jimmy  Buffett.  She  anchored  presidential  news  conferences  from  three  separate  White 
Houses,  those  of  Presidents  George  H.W  Bush,  Bill  Clinton  and  George  W  Bush. 

Today,  Allen  is  a  freelance  correspondent  for  NBC  News  and  a  news  anchor  for 
MSNBC.  In  her  current  position  as  a  correspondent  with  NBC  News,  Allen  has  appeared 
live  on  The  Today  Show  and  MSNBC.  She  has  also  reported  on  Election  2004  on  Nightly 
News  Weekend  and  has  appeared  on  CNBC. 

Since  graduation  Allen  has  assisted  Southern  Miss  in  a  number  of  endeavors,  includ- 
ing the  filming  of  a  recruiting  video,  in  which  she  narrated  and  appeared.  She  also  served 
as  emcee  for  Chi  Omegas  50th  Anniversary  Luncheon. 

She  has  a  son,  Nicholas  Star  Wright,  and  resides  in  Atlanta. 

Ms.  Sally-Ann  Roberts  Craft  74,  76 

Sally-Ann  Roberts  Craft  is  one  of  the  most  recognizable  local 
television  anchors  in  the  country.  As  co-anchor  of  Eyewitness 
Morning  News  for  WWL-TV  in  New  Orleans,  Craft  delivers  the 
news  efficiently  and  eloquently  to  one  of  the  nations  largest  and 
busiest  cities.  It  was  in  Hattiesburg,  however,  where  she  developed 
the  skills  required  of  her  profession  —  Craft  earned  both  bachelor's 
and  master's  degrees  from  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  While  a  student,  she 
served  as  a  reporter,  announcer  and  anchor  for  WUSM,  the  University's  radio  station. 

Following  graduation,  Craft  worked  as  Community  Relations  Director,  announcer  and 
news  reporter  for  another  Mississippi  radio  station  before  moving  on  to  WDAM  where 
she  worked  as  a  weekend  anchor,  feature  reporter  and  weathercaster.  While  working  in 
Eastabutchie,  Craft  was  spotted  by  Angela  Hill  of  WWL-TV  in  New  Orleans.  Hill  was 


impressed  with  Craft  and  alerted  WWL-TV  News  Director  Phil  Johnson  of  her  abilities. 
Johnson  acted  on  Hill's  advice  and  in  March  1977,  Craft  started  at  WWL-TV  Channel  4. 

For  many  of  her  more  than  20  years  at  WWL-TV  Craft  has  been  rising  before  the  sun 
to  co-anchor  Eyewitness  Morning  News  with  Eric  Paulsen.  The  duo  have  been  rated  the 
most  watched  local  morning  news  program  in  the  nation. 

But  conquering  the  anchor  desk  was  not  enough  for  Craft.  In  1994,  Craft  developed 
the  Each  One  Save  One  program.  The  program  is  a  nonprofit  organization  that  provides 
New  Orleans  mentoring  programs  with  mentors  from  the  business  community.  In  addi- 
tion, Each  One  Save  One  works  with  local  governments  and  school  districts  to  establish 
new  mentoring  programs.  More  than  350  mentors  have  dedicated  at  least  an  hour  a 
week  with  at  least  one  student  since  the  program  started. 

In  1998,  Craft  wrote  an  inspirational  book  tided  'Going  Live:  An  Anchorwoman 
Reports  Good  News."  All  proceeds  from  the  book  go  to  Each  One  Save  One. 

Craft  was  married  to  Willie  Craft,  a  1974  graduate  of  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi,  who  is  deceased.  She  has  three  children:  Judith,  21;  Kelly,  18;  and 
Jeremiah,  11.  Kelly  is  a  freshman  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

Mk  Allen  C.  Gordy  11 

Allen  C.  Gordy's  first  Mississippi  experience  came  dur- 
ing his  junior  year  of  high  school  when  a  high  school 
concert  band  tour  took  him  to  the  magnolia  state.  A  year 
later,  an  opportunity  to  attend  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  presented  itself  and  Gordy,  who  grew  up  in  the 
Chicago  area,  decided  to  enroll.  That  year  turned  into  a 
lifetime  of  involvement  with  Southern  Miss. 

As  a  college  student,  Gordy  delved  into  campus  life  by  pledging  Sigma  Phi 
Epsilon  fraternity,  eventually  serving  as  president,  and  taking  an  active  role  in 
the  Student  Government  Association. 

Gordy  has  remained  an  active  member  of  the  Alumni  Association  for  35  years, 
earning  the  Outstanding  Service  Award  in  1975  and  the  Continuous  Service  Award  in 
1984.  He  served  as  president  of  the  Alumni  Association  in  1991-92.  Gordy,  a  resident 
of  Magee,  serves  his  community  as  an  alderman,  captain  of  the  Magee  Volunteer  Fire 
Department,  member  of  the  Simpson  County  Distnct  School  Board  of  Trustees  and  as 
vice  president  of  the  Simpson  County  Economic  Development  Association. 

After  graduating  in  1971,  Gordy  spent  the  majority  of  his  professional  life  in 
the  rubber  and  automotive  industries.  From  1991  to  1995,  he  was  the  business 
development  manager  and  president  of  a  Dunlop  Tire  Corporation  subsidiary, 
based  in  Buffalo,  N.Y.  The  following  two  years  he  was  director  of  retail  sales  and 
operations  of  Southern  Rubber  Company  /  Progressive  Tire  in  Birmingham.  In 
1997,  he  moved  to  New  Orleans  to  work  as  general  manager  and  chief  operat- 
ing officer  of  Tire  Team  Marketing,  LLC,  and  in  2000  he  became  senior  business 
analyst  for  International  Profit  Associates  in  Buffalo  Grove,  111. 

Gordy  has  retired  from  the  rubber  and  tire  industries  and  has  decided  to 
pursue  a  number  of  entrepreneurial  ventures.  He  and  his  wife  Jacqueline,  a 
1969  graduate  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  have  established 
a  dog-breeding  kennel,  Barksdale  Kennel,  and  he  is  also  involved  in  prop- 
erty development. 

Gordy  is  a  member  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church.  He  has  two 
children,  Kyle  and  Kami,  and  two  grandchildren,  Jack  and  Mary. 
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SMr.  Curt  Hebert  Jr.  '85 
Curt  Hebert  Jr.'s  commitment  to  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  can  be  measured  in  the  active  role  he  has  played 
assisting  the  University  since  his  graduation  in  1985.  A  Life 
Member  of  the  Alumni  Association,  Hebert  has  served  on  the 
Associations  Board  of  Directors  since  2003,  is  a  member  of  the 
campaign  committee  for  the  Restoration  and  Expansion  of  the 
Ogletree  House,  and  is  active  in  the  Eagle  Club. 

Professionally,  Hebert  joined  Entergy  Corporation  as  executive  vice  president 
of  External  Affairs  on  Sept.  1,  2001,  after  a  lengthy  career  as  a  government  energy 
regulator  on  both  the  federal  and  state  levels. 

Prior  to  becoming  an  Entergy  executive,  Hebert  served  four  years  as  a  presi- 
dential appointee  to  the  Federal  Energy  Regulatory  Commission  (FERC).  He  was 
named  to  a  Republican  seat  on  the  FERC  by  President  William  J.  Clinton  in  1997 
and  was  elevated  to  chairman  by  President  George  W.  Bush  in  January  2001. 

Before  going  to  Washington,  Hebert  was  chairman  of  the  Mississippi  Public 
Service  Commission  and  a  leader  of  the  Mississippi  Legislature.  His  public  service 
began  with  his  1987  election  to  the  Mississippi  House  of  Representatives,  where 
he  served  until  1992.  During  that  time  he  chaired  both  the  House  Oil  and  Gas 
Committee  and  the  House  Ways  and  Means  Severance  Subcommittee.  In  1992, 
Hebert  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Kirk  Fordice  to  the  Mississippi  Public  Service 
Commission.  At  age  29,  he  was  the  youngest  public  service  commissioner  in 
the  nation  and  the  youngest  in  Mississippi's  history.  He  was  elected  to  a  second 
term  on  the  commission  in  1995  and  served  as  the  commissions  chairman  from 
1994  to  1996.  Hebert  is  a  former  president  of  the  Southeastern  Association  of 
Regulatory  Utility  Commissioners  and  a  former  member  of  the  executive  commit- 
tee of  the  National  Association  of  Regulatory  Utility  Commissioners. 

Hebert,  a  native  of  Pascagoula,  Miss.,  has  completed  the  Nuclear  Reactor 
Technology  Program  at  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  and  received  a 
juris  doctorate  from  Mississippi  College  School  of  Law.  He  is  a  board  member  of 
the  Interstate  Natural  Gas  Association  of  America  and  a  member  of  the  Natural  Gas 
Council.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Mississippi  Bar  and  the  Energy  Bar  Association. 
He  and  his  wife  Virginia,  a  1986  graduate  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi, 
have  two  daughters  and  one  son.  They  live  in  Mandeville,  La. 

Mr.  Rex  E.  Kelly  '80 

While   Rex   Kelly's   term   as   president   of  the   Alumni 
Association  ended  June  30,  the  foundation  he  instilled  for 
the  organization's  future  has  placed  the  Association  on  solid 
footing  for  years  to  come.  Under  his  leadership,  the  executive 
committee  created  a  strategic  overview,  which  guides  deci- 
sions made  by  the  Association. 
Kelly,  who  is  serving  as  past  president  of  the  Association  this  year,  is  also  a 
member  of  the  USM  Foundation  Honor  Club,  the  Eagle  Club,  the  President's 
Community  Advisory  Committee  and  the  campaign  committee  for  the  Restoration 
and  Expansion  of  the  Ogletree  House. 

Kelly,  who  retired  July  1,  was  for  many  years  a  very  visible  executive  with 
Mississippi  Power  as  director  of  Corporate  Communications.  He  was  respon- 
sible for  the  company's  advertising,  external  communications,  media  relations, 
employee  communications,  video  production,  corporate  services,  community 
affairs,  creative  services,  charitable  and  education  foundations,  and  public 
relations  program. 

Kelly  has  a  long,  distinguished  history  in  many  areas  of  community  and  pro- 
fessional life.  He  was  named  a  Top  Ten  Community  Leader  for  South  Mississippi 
in  2004  and  was  inducted  into  the  Roland  Weeks  Leadership  Hall  of  Fame. 
He  served  as  chairman  of  Leadership  Gulf  Coast  and  is  currently  a  member  of 
the  board  of  governors  for  the  Mississippi  Economic  Council.  He  serves  on  the 
board  of  directors  for  The  Peoples  Bank  of  Biloxi,  Mississippi  and  The  Peoples 


Financial  Corporation.  He  is  a  past  president  of  the  Public  Relations  Association 
of  Mississippi  (PRAM),  and  the  organization's  Mississippi  Beach  Chapter  has 
named  the  Rex  E.  Kelly  Professional  Achievement  Award  in  his  honor.  In  2003, 
Christmas  in  April,  Rebuilding  Together  also  named  its  annual  volunteer  award 
in  honor  of  Kelly. 

Kelly  and  his  wife  Becky  '69  have  two  children  and  four  grandchildren.  He  is  a 
member  of  First  Baptist  Church  in  Gulfport,  where  he  serves  as  a  deacon  and  an 
adult  Sunday  school  teacher. 

Sen.  Thomas  E.  King,  Jr.  73 

Mississippi  state  Sen.  Thomas  E.  King  Jr.  is  devoted  to 

serving  his  community,  state  and  alma  mater.  Representing 

the   44th   Mississippi   Senate    District,    which   includes 

Forrest,  Lamar  and  Perry  counties,  he  continues  to  work 

for  The   University  of  Southern   Mississippi.   He  helps 

ensure  the  University's  growth  and  progress  in  all  areas. 

A  native  of  Petal,  King  never  imagined  attending  a  university  other  than 

Southern  Miss,  and  his  lifelong  affiliation  with  the  University  has  benefited 

the  institution. 

Sen.  King  was  a  Mississippi  state  representative  from  1993  to  1999,  and  in 
2000  he  began  duties  as  a  state  senator.  He  is  chairman  of  the  Public  Utilities 
Committee,  and  he  also  serves  on  other  committees  including  Education. 
Finance,  Insurance,  Universities  &  Colleges  and  more. 

An  active  member  of  the  Alumni  Association,  King  received  the  Outstanding 
Service  Award  in  2003.  Sen.  King  is  a  Mason  and  a  Vietnam  Veteran.  He  is  affili- 
ated with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Rotary  Club,  American  Legion  and  \TW 
King  also  serves  on  the  board  of  directors  at  Wesley  Medical  Center  in  Hattiesburg 
as  well  as  the  board  of  directors  for  the  Diabetes  Foundation  of  Mississippi. 

King  is  a  member  of  the  Petal-Harvey  Baptist  Church.  He  and  his  wife  Susan 
70  have  two  sons,  Dr.  Clay  King,  an  internal  medicine  doctor  at  Forrest  General 
Hospital,  and  Chad,  a  senior  at  Southern  Miss.  They  also  have  one  granddaughter. 
Caroline  Annabella. 

Dr.  Chester  "Bo"  Morgan  71,  74 

Bo  Morgan  calls  Cleveland,  Miss.,  home,  but  he  left  a 
piece  of  his  heart  in  Hattiesburg. 

Morgan,  chairman  of  the  Department  of  History  at 
Delta  State  University,  is  a  1971  and  1974  graduate  oi" 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  and  the  author 
of  "Dearly  Bought,  Deeply  Treasured:  The  University  ot 
Southern  Mississippi,  1912-1987,''  which  commemorates  the  75th  anniver- 
sary of  the  institution. 

Morgan  was  born  and  raised  near  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's 
Hattiesburg  campus,  and  after  graduating  from  Hattiesburg  High  School  in  1967, 
Morgan  chose  to  attend  Southern  Miss  to  study  history. 

After  graduating  from  Southern  Miss  with  both  bachelors  and  masters  deg  ( .  5 
in  history,  Morgan  continued  his  studies  at  Memphis  State  University,  earning  his 
doctorate  in  1982.  He  then  returned  to  Hattiesburg  and  served  as  an  a-  star 
professor  of  history  and  as  director  of  Oral  History  at  Southern  Miss  from  NS2  to 
1989.  In  1989,  Morgan  went  on  to  further  serve  the  city  of  Hattiesburg  as  execu- 
tive director  of  Presbyterian  Christian  School. 

Morgan  has  worked  at  Delta  State  since  1994.  During  his  time  in 
Cleveland,  Morgan  has.  among  oilier  things,  served  as  a  member  and  vice 
president  of  the  Faculty  Senate,  a  member  of  the  University  Tenure  and 
Promotion  Committee  and  as  a  member  of  the  Local  Advisory  Committee 
for  University  Presidential  Search. 

He  is  married  to  Man'  Jane  Morgan,  a  l°7o  graduate  of  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi.  The  couple  has  three  sons 
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Association  Honors  19  with  Annual  Awards 

On  one  hand,  the  masses  that  flood  into  MM.  Roberts  Stadium  on  Saturdays  each  fall  to  watch  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  football  team  could  be  dubbed  the  "Golden  Eagle  faithful."  On  the  other  hand  are  those  alumni 
and  friends  of  the  University  who  quietly  offer  their  support,  but  are  no  less  faithful.  Each  year  at  Homecoming,  the 
Alumni  Association  presents  six  awards  during  the  Annual  Awards  Brunch,  designed  to  recognize  volunteer  excellence 
in  service  to  the  University. 
The  awards  presented  include 

•  Outstanding  Service  Award  -  given  to  seven  alumni  based  on  their  service  to  the  University; 

•  Continuous  Service  Award  -  given  to  five  alumni  for  their  long-term  efforts  and  dedication  to  Southern  Miss; 

•  Special  Service  Award  -  given  to  individuals,  not  necessarily  alumni,  who  have  made  a  significant,  unique  contribution 
to  the  University,  community  or  their  profession; 

•  Outstanding  Young  Alumnus/Alumna  Award  -  given  to  one  alum  36  years  of  age  or  younger  who  has  made  contributions 
of  time  and  effort  to  the  University,  community  and  their  profession; 

•  Meritorious  Service  Award  -  given  to  one  alum  annually  who  has  continued  to  give  of  their  time  and  talents  throughout 
the  years  to  recognize  outstanding  alumni  support,  professional  achievement,  loyalty  and  service  to  the  University,  and 

•  Friend  of  Southern  Miss  Award  -  given  to  one  individual  annually  who  is  not  an  alum,  but  has  contributed  greatly  to  the 
progress  of  Southern  Miss  throughout  the  years. 

THIS  YEARS  RECIPIENTS  INCLUDE 


OUTSTANDING  SERVICE  AWARD 

Dee  Kelly  Ervine  '63 

Dee  Ervines  dedication  to 
Southern  Miss  is  evident  in 
almost  everything  she  does.  She 
has  never  forgotten  her  days 
as  a  Dixie  Darling,  when  she 
served  as  a  captain  all  four  of 
her  years  on  the  team. 
After  leaving  Southern 
Miss,  Ervme  founded  the  Starlettes  Dance 
Team,  patterned  after  the  Dixie  Darlings,  at  the 
University  of  New  Orleans  and  was  the  groups 
director  /  choreographer  for  10  years.  She  was 
also  the  first  director  of  the  New  Orleans  Saints 
professional  cheerleading  group  in  the  newly 
opened  Superdome. 

Ervine  has  assisted  Anne  Larman  '63  with 
the  organization  of  the  Dixie  Darlings  Alumnae 
Association  for  the  past  nine  years  by  maintain- 
ing contact  with  more  than  800  team  members. 
Her  proudest  moment  as  alumnae  choreogra- 
pher was  during  Homecoming  2004  when  252 
Dixie  Darlings  performed  at  halftime. 

Prior  to  Humcane  Katrina,  Ervine,  who  was  a 
member  of  Kappa  Delta  sorority,  her  husband  John 
and  their  daughter  Denise  resided  on  the  beach 
in  Pass  Christian.  All  three  were  members  of  the 
St.  Thomas  the  Apostle  Catholic  Church  choir  in 
Long  Beach.  They  are  presently  residing  with  chil- 
dren and  grandchildren  in  Rowlett,  Texas. 


Scott  Hemeter  '90 

Scott  Hemeter's  outstand- 
ing service  to  Southern  Miss 
is  apparent  in  his  three- 
year  role  as  president  of  the 
Southeast  Central  Chapter  of 
the  Alumni  Association.  He 
was  an  active  board  member 

prior  to  serving  his  term  as  president  from 

2002  to  2005. 
Hemeter  graduated  from  The  University  of 

Southern  Mississippi  with  a  degree  in  construction 

engineering  technology  Presently,  he  is  the  owner 

of  Ace  Dry  Cleaners  in  Waynesboro. 
He  and  his  wife,  Dana,  live  in  Waynesboro  and 

are  active  members  of  Liberty  Baptist  Church. 

Hemeter  is  also  director  of  club  services  for  the 

Waynesboro  Rotary  Club  and  a  member  of  the 

American  Dry  Cleaners  Association. 

Steve  Holifield  '78 

The  business  education  that 
Steve  Holifield  received  from 
Southern  Miss  has  proven  to 
be  a  valuable  asset. 

The  resident  of  Meridian  is 
currently  employed  as  procure- 
ment and  inventory  manager 
for  the  Southern  Division  of  Rexel  Inc.,  a  multina- 
tional distributor  of  electrical  supplies,  equipment 
and  datacom  products. 


Prior  to  joining  Rexel,  Holifield  was  employed  by 
Peavey  Electronics  Corporation,  where  he  held  the 
position  of  director  of  International  Procurement, 
Engineering  and  Distribution  /  Logistics. 

Holifield  is  married  to  Ann  Thornton  Holifield 
79  and  has  two  daughters  currently  attending 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  He  is 
a  former  board  member  for  the  Associations 
Board  of  Directors  and  he  currently  serves  on 
the  board  for  the  USM  Foundation.  He  is  a 
member  of  First  Baptist  Church  in  Meridian  and 
is  an  ordained  deacon. 


Kuykendall  Horne-Murry  '92 

«  m  j  Kuykendall  Horne-Murry 
PL  ^M  I  was  able  to  show  her  black  and 
gold  pride  in  the  city  of  red, 
white  and  blue  -  Washington 
DC.  While  a  resident  of  the 
nations  capital,  Horne-Murry 
served  as  president  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  Chapter  of  the  Alumni  Association. 

Home-Murry  received  her  juris  doctorate  degree 
from  the  University  of  Houston  Law  Center,  and 
she  worked  in  Washington,  DC.  for  the  House  of 
Representatives'  Veterans  Affairs  Committee  and  the 
National  Rifle  Association. 

She  has  spent  the  last  four  years  as  an  energy 
attorney  in  Washington,  DC,  with  the  law  firm 
of  Troutman  Sanders.  During  that  time,  she 
served  as  president  and  corporate  sponsor  chair 
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of  the  Mississippi  Society  of  Washington.  She 
recently  moved  to  her  hometown  of  Inverness 
with  her  husband,  Blair,  and  their  two  children, 
Tyler  and  Peyton. 

Anne  Lannan  '63 

Black  and  gold  ran  so 
deep  in  Anne  Larman's  veins 
that  even  when  she  lived  in 
California  her  mind  was  still 
in  Hattiesburg.  In  1994,  while 
living  in  California,  Larman 
founded  the  Dixie  Darling 
Alumnae  Association.  A  Dixie  Darling  reunion  is 
held  each  year  in  conjunction  with  Homecoming. 
Since  1994,  Dixie  Darling  alumnae  have  enter- 
tained football  fans  at  halftime  along  with  the  Pride 
and  current  Dixie  Darlings. 

Larman  is  a  fund-raiser,  helping  garner  funds  for 
the  Dixie  Darling  Scholarship  Fund,  breast  cancer 
research  and  the  American  Cancer  Society  since 
1996.  She  also  initiated  a  program  in  2005  to  raise 
$1  million  for  The  Pride  of  Mississippi  and  the 
Dixie  Darlings.  In  2004,  she  took  46  past  and  pres- 
ent Dixie  Darlings  to  march  in  London's  New  Year's 
Day  Parade.  Larman's  greatest  joy  as  the  founder  of 
the  Dixie  Darling  Alumnae  Association  is  in  know- 
ing that  her  effons  have  resulted  in  the  rekindling 
of  many  old  friendships  and  the  development  of 
new  ones.  Today,  Larman  still  serves  as  the  Dixie 
Darling  Alumnae  Associations  president. 

Prior  to  Hurricane  Katnna,  she  owned  two 
Curves  Fitness  Centers  for  Women  gyms  in  Long 
Beach  and  Pass  Christian.  Larman  contributed  to 
numerous  charitable  organizations  through  fund- 
raising  projects  with  Curves  members.  Larman  is 
temporarily  residing  in  Arizona. 

Scott  Leslie  '88,  '93 

Scott  Leslie's  service  to  the 
Southern  Miss  community  is 
evident  in  his  role  as  president 
of  the  Southeast  Mississippi 
Chapter  of  the  Alumni 
Association.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  that  chapter's  board 
of  directors  for  the  past  12  years.  During  his  tenure 
as  a  board  officer,  the  chapter  has  raised  more 
than  $50,000  for  the  Jackson  County  Endowed 
Academic  Scholarship  Fund  and  has  awarded  more 
than  $23,000  in  scholarships  to  Jackson  County 
high  school  students. 

Leslie  has  also  been  instrumental  in  raising 
money  for  Southern  Miss'  endowed  athletic  schol- 
arship fund  as  well  as  the  new  athletic  facility 
Along  with  being  involved  with  the  University 
locally,  he  was  elected  in  2003  to  serve  on  the 
Association's  Board  of  Directors. 

He  and  his  wife,  the  former  Ann  Cagle,  reside 
in  Ocean  Spnngs.  Leslie  is  employed  as  a  senior 


accountant  with  Northrop  Grumman  Ship 
Systems  in  Pascagoula.  He  attends  St.  Elizabeth 
Seton  Catholic  Church  in  Ocean  Spnngs  and  is  a 
member  of  the  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  Society  as  well 
as  a  counselor  for  the  Columbian  Squires  at  St. 
Alphonsus  Catholic  Church. 

Andy  Stogner  '97 

Andy  Stogners  dedication  to 
Southern  Miss  is  displayed  m 
his  role  as  past  president  of  the 
Desoto  County  Chapter  of  the 
Alumni  Association.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Eagle  Club. 
Upon  graduating  from 
Southern  Miss  with  a  bachelor's  degree  in 
business  administration,  Stogner  worked  for 
Mississippi  Valley  Gas  Company  in  Southaven. 
He  has  also  earned  a  masters  degree  from 
Belhaven  College  in  Memphis,  Tenn. 

In  2003,  Stogner  accepted  a  position  in  prop- 
erty and  casualty  insurance  sales  with  an  inde- 
pendent insurance  agency  located  in  Memphis. 
He  is  married  to  Kathy  Stogner  '97.  The 
couple  resides  in  Southaven  and  has  a  19- 
month-old  son,  Whitman. 

CONTINUOUS  SERVICE  AWARD 

Tom  Eselin  '58 

Tom  Eselins  passion 
for  Southern  Miss  has  not 
waned  since  his  graduation 
in  1958.  Eselin  has  served  as 
president  of  the  Association 
and  as  member  of  the  USM 
Foundation's  board  of  direc- 
tors. The  Association  has  recognized  Eselin 
with  the  Outstanding  Service  Award,  induction 
into  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  and  now  with  the 
Continuous  Service  Award.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Eagle  Club. 

Eselin  is  a  retired  health  care  executive. 
Prior  to  retirement,  he  spent  seven  years  with 
Christus  Health  in  Texas  and  six  years  with 
Tulane  Medical  Center  in  New  Orleans. 

He  and  his  wife  Virginia  are  currently  resid- 
ing with  relatives  in  Pascagoula.  The  couple 
has  three  children  and  two  grandchildren. 


~^j^^    1    Harmon  Hodge  19 

^L         ^  As  a  Life  Member  of  the 

■  I       Alumni  Association,  Harmon 

H       Hodge  constantly  shows  his 

V         W       support  for  Southern  Miss.  He 

|   joined  the  Association  while 

^rf^^^^fc     living   in   Cambridge,   Ohio, 

H^_j|__^H  and  also  served  as  founding 

president   of  the   Columbia, 

S.C,  Chapter.  Hodge  also  served  as  president  of 

the  Atlanta  Chapter. 


In  1998,  the  Association  honored  Hodge  with 
an  Outstanding  Service  Award,  and  he  continues 
his  service  with  his  support  of  athletics  on  campus. 
He  was  formally  the  Eagle  Club  director  of  Atlanta 
and  remains  an  Eagle  Club  member.  Hodge  and 
others  from  Atlanta  formed  the  Atlanta  Mafia,  a 
group  of  alumni  who  attend  Southern  Miss  foot- 
ball games  in  costume. 

Professionally,  Hodge  is  a  systems  engineer  with 
BellSouth  Science  and  Technology.  He  and  his 
wife,  Carolyn  79,  live  in  Atlanta  with  their  daugh- 
ter Jamie  Lee  Hodge.  The  Hodges  are  supporters 
of  the  Northeast  Atlanta  Ballet,  where  Jamie  is  a 
senior  company  member. 

Mikey  Marshall  '83 

As  the  son  of  a  past  president 
of  the  Alumni  Association  and 
two  graduates  of  Southern  Miss. 
Mikey  Marshall's  love  for  the 
University  comes  as  no  sur- 
pnse.  Marshall  is  the  son  of  Earl 
Marshall  '58,  president  in  1979- 
80,  and  Bobby  Jones  Marshall  '62. 

Like  his  parents,  Mikey  Marshall  has  shown 
his  dedication  to  the  Southern  Miss  community 
through  his  outstanding  sendee  as  an  alumnus.  He 
has  served  as  director  for  the  Mobile,  Ala..  Chapter 
of  the  Association  and  as  distnet  director  for  the 
Mobile  Area  Eagle  Club.  In  1990,  Marshall  was 
awarded  the  Outstanding  Young  Alumnus  Award 
by  the  Association,  and  in  2000.  he  was  awarded 
the  Outstanding  Service  Award.  Marshall  is  also  a 
member  ot  the  Eagle  Club  and  the  Sigma  Alpha 
Epsilon  Alumni  Association. 

Currendy  Marshall  is  vice  president  and  general 
manager  for  Metals  USA  Plates  and  Shapes  Southeast 
Inc.  He  and  his  wife,  Julie,  live  m  Daphne,  Ala.,  with 
their  15-year-old  son,  Myers.  He  is  a  member  of 
Spanish  Fort  Presbytenan  Church,  the  Senior  Bowl 
Quarterback  Club,  the  First  and  Ten  Club  and  the 
Coastal  Conservation  Association. 

LizPayne'68 

As  a  Life  h  [ember  of  the  Alumni 
I  Association,  Liz  Payne  has  shown 
I  her  pride  for  die  Southern  Miss 
community  through  her  philan- 
thropic effons  to  support  Lady 
Eagle  athletics  and  her  support 
of  the  College  of  Education  and 
Psychology.  Each  year  since 
1994,  one  athlete  from  a  Southern  Miss  female 
athletic  team  receives  die  Elizabeth  Newell  Payne 
Endowment,  Payne  is  a  member  of  die  advisor)' 
council  for  die  College  of  Education  and  Psychology 
She  also  serves  on  the  committee  for  die  restoration 
and  expansion  of  the  Ogletree  House. 

Payne  is  part  of  a  committee  of  Christian  vol- 
unteers and  physicians  of  the  Honduran  Medical 
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Scholarship  Fund.  The  groups  goal  is  to  prepare 
deserving  Honduran  students  for  medical  school 
by  providing  full  scholarship  support  for  an  under- 
graduate degree  from  Southern  Miss.  Payne  makes 
it  a  pnority  to  travel  to  Honduras  each  year  on  a 
medical  and  dental  mission. 

Payne  and  her  husband,  Larry,  live  in 
Hattiesburg.  They  have  three  sons  who  have 
attended  Southern  Miss. 

E~l    Benny  Waddle '82 
l  After  earning  his  bachelors 

'  degree  in  1982,  Benny  Waddle 
I  never  let  Southern  Miss  stray 
far  from  his  heart  or  his  mind. 
H  Waddle  is  a  former  recipient 
■  of  the  Outstanding  Service 
^  Award,  and  he  is  a  board  mem- 
ber for  both  the  Alumni  Association  and  the  USM 
Foundation.  He  also  has  served  on  the  Associations 
events  committee  and  has  served  as  an  officer  in  his 
local  alumni  chapter.  Waddle  also  supports  athlet- 
ics as  a  member  of  the  Eagle  Club. 

Currently  Waddle  is  senior  vice  president  of 
Business  Banking  at  Hancock  Bank.  He  is  a  board 
member  for  DREAM  and  the  Salvation  Army. 
Waddle  serves  as  treasurer  for  the  WI.  Thames 
Elementary  School  Parent  Teacher  Organization. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Hattiesburg  Kiwanis 
Club  and  chairman  of  the  American  Heart 
Association  2005  heart  walk. 

Waddle  lives  in  Hattiesburg  with  his  wife, 
Pamela  Gillespie  Waddle  '83,  and  their  two  chil- 
dren, Amanda,  13,  and  Benjamin,  10.  They  attend 
Parkway  Heights  United  Methodist  Church. 

SPECIAL  SERVICE  AWARD 

Arthur  Bradley 

Originally  a  native  of  Millry 
Ala.,  Arthur  Bradley  has  made 
Southern  Miss  and  Hattiesburg 
his  home  for  more  than  50  years. 
Bradley  attended  Southern 
Miss  for  a  year  before  he  was 
drafted  into  the  Army  to  serve 
during  the  Korean  conflict.  With  the  GI  Bill  to 
assist  him,  he  returned  to  Southern  Miss  following 
the  war.  Before  he  finished  his  degree  at  Southern 
Miss,  he  accepted  an  offer  to  attend  Loyola  Dental 
School  in  New  Orleans.  After  graduating  in  1961, 
he  and  his  wife,  Betty,  a  Hattiesburg  native,  returned 
and  made  Hattiesburg  their  permanent  home. 

For  20  years,  Bradley  was  president  of  the 
Southern  Miss  Educational  Building  Corporation, 
a  group  responsible  for  facilitating  a  number  of 
construction  projects  on  campus.  In  1983,  he  was 
elected  president  of  the  Alumni  Association,  and 
he  served  that  post  for  one  year. 

Bradley  is  active  in  Jaycees,  Kiwanis  and 
Parkway  Heights  United  Methodist  Church.  The 
Bradleys  have  three  sons,  all  Southern  Miss  alum- 


ni, and  six  grandchildren.  He  retired  from  his 
local  dental  practice  after  serving  the  community 
for  38  years  and  now  works  with  a  Rural  Health 
Initiative  Clinic  in  Leaksville. 

Shaun  '95,  Collins  '90 
and  Gregg  Hess 

Shaun,  Collins  and  Gregg 
Hess  consistently  show  their 
black  and  gold  spirit. 
The  Hess  triplets  have 
each  served  in  various  facets  for  the  betterment  of 
the  University.  Shaun  and  Collins  have  each  served 
as  president  for  the  North  Alabama  Chapter  of  the 
Alumni  Association.  All  three  brothers  have  been 
president  of  the  Alabama  Chapter  of  the  M-Club. 

The  brothers  are  especially  active  in  Southern 
Miss  athletics.  In  1997,  they  started  the  "Alabama 
Game  Get-Together."  The  get-together  was  devel- 
oped to  bring  former  Southern  Miss  athletes,  alum- 
ni, fans  and  friends  together.  In  2003  and  2005, 
they  brought  more  than  85  Pop  Wamer  football 
players,  coaches  and  parents  to  Southern  Miss  vs. 
UAB  games  in  Birmingham.  They  acquired  a  ticket 
to  the  game,  a  'Go  Gold!"  t-shirt  and  sports  posters 
for  each  attendee.  Gregg  and  Collins  coach  the  Pop 
Warner  football  players.  Also,  the  triplets  have  held 
football  season  tickets  for  more  than  10  years. 

All  three  brothers  live  in  Huntsville.  Shaun  is  the 
president  of  Monte  Sano  Pharmaceuticals,  a  mar- 
keting and  sales  company  of  proprietary  prescrip- 
tion pharmaceuticals.  Collins  is  vice  president  of 
operations  for  Monte  Sano  Pharmaceuticals.  Gregg 
currently  works  for  Teledyne  Brown  Engineering 
in  their  business  development  department. 

OUTSTANDING  YOUNG  ALUMNUS  AWARD 

Tony  Palazzo  '91 

A  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni 
Association,  Tony  Palazzo  is  an 
active  and  involved  member 
of  the  Southern  Miss  commu- 
nity A  past  president  of  the 
Northeast  Mississippi  Chapter 
of  the  Alumni  Association, 
Palazzo  serves  on  the  board  of  directors  for  the 
Association  and  is  a  member  of  the  Eagle  Club. 

While  at  Southern  Miss,  Palazzo  served  as 
treasurer  for  both  the  Student  Government 
Association  and  Kappa  Sigma  fraternity  and  was 
a  SGA  senator.  Palazzo  earned  his  masters  degree 
in  health  administration  from  the  University  of 
Alabama  at  Birmingham. 

He  is  currently  the  chief  financial  officer  for 
North  Mississippi  Medical  Clinics,  Inc.,  which 
is  a  hospital  system-owned  physician  practice 
network.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Medical  Group 
Member  Association,  serving  as  the  secretary  of 
the  Mississippi  chapter,  the  Healthcare  Financial 
Management  Association  and  the  Mississippi 
Society  of  Certified  Public  Accountants. 


Palazzo  is  married  to  the  former  Amy  LeAnne 
Taylor  of  Hamilton,  Ala.  The  couple  has  two  chil- 
dren, Madison  and  Joseph,  and  are  expecting  a 
third.  They  reside  in  Tupelo. 

FRIEND  OF  SOUTHERN  MISS  AWARD 

Holt  McMullen 

A  board  member  for  the 
Partners  for  the  Arts  and  the 
Eagle  Club,  Holt  McMullens 
dedication  to  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  is  unques- 
tioned. McMullan  invested 
much  of  his  time  dunng  2004 
as  chairman  of  the  campaign  for  a  $  12  million  bond 
issue  in  Hattiesburg  that  would  have  contributed 
greatly  to  Southern  Miss  athletic  facility  improve- 
ments if  passed. 

McMullen  is  a  native  of  Newton  and  is  cur- 
rently president  of  Trustmark  National  Bank 
in  Hattiesburg. 

He  is  treasurer  of  the  Area  Development 
Partnership  of  Hattiesburg  and  is  a  board  member 
for  the  Pine  Burr  Area  Council  of  the  Boy  Scouts 
and  Wesley  Medical  Center.  McMullen  is  also 
on  the  advisory  council  for  the  Lauren  Rogers 
Museum  of  Art  and  the  Center  for  the  Study  of 
Southern  Culture. 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Lynn  Stevens  of 
Richton  and  is  the  father  of  two  children,  Arlean 
Sackler  of  Hattiesburg,  and  Will  McMullen  of  Boston. 
They  are  members  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church. 

MERITORIOUS  SERVICE  AWARD 

Tom  Potter  '64 

After  earning  his  bache- 
lors degree  in  1964,  Tom 
Potter  has  stayed  connected 
to  Southern  Miss  in  many 
ways.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Alumni  Association  and 
Eagle  Club.  The  Association 
honored  Potters  dedication 
to  Southern  Miss  with  the  Outstanding  Service 
Award  in  1995. 

Potter  receives  this  meritorious  award  in 
honor  of  his  former  service  as  member  of  the 
Alumni  Association  Board  of  Directors,  vice 
president  of  the  Association,  member  of  the 
USM  Foundation  board  of  directors  and  as  a 
member  of  the  planned  giving  committee  of 
the  Foundation. 

Potter  is  the  vice  president  and  manager  of 
private  banking  at  Trustmark  National  Bank  in 
Hattiesburg.  He  was  commissioned  as  a  second  lieu- 
tenant through  the  Southern  Miss  ROTC  program. 
He  served  two  years  of  active  duty  and  attained  the 
rank  of  major  in  the  U.S.  Army  Reserves. 

Potter  is  married  to  Paula  Briede  Potter.  The 
couple  resides  in  Hattiesburg,  and  they  have 
four  children  and  seven  grandchildren. 
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George  G.  Hurst 

REMEMBERING  A  HERO 


George  Hurst  contributed  to  the  push  for  the  accredita- 
tion of  State  Teachers  College.  (Neka  Camon,  1930) 

By  Yvonne  Arnold  '90 

University  Archives 

To  many  people  on  Southern  Miss' 
Hattiesburg  campus,  George  Hurst  is  the 
name  of  the  building  situated  on  the  west 
side  of  McCain  Library.  But  he  was  so  much 
more  than  that.  In  fact,  he  was  a  major 
contributor  in  the  push  for  accreditation  of 
(then)  State  Teachers  College.  And  as  we 
shall  see,  the  end  of  his  life  was  punctuated 
in  a  somewhat  unusual  way. 

Hurst  was  a  native  of  Newton  County, 
Miss.,  and  attended  the  county's  public 
schools.  He  earned  bachelor's  and  master's 
degrees  from  the  University  of  Mississippi, 
and  he  worked  toward  a  doctorate  at 
George  Peabody  College.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  the  former  Bettie  Holmes,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  three  children 
-  George  G.  Hurst  Jr.,  Sadie  Hurst  Brown 
and  Mabel  Hurst  Donovan.  Hurst  and  all 
three  children  attended  Southern  Miss. 
Hurst's  granddaughter,  Joy  Donovan  Eure 


of  Hattiesburg,  remembers  her  grandfather 
as  "a  big,  tall  man."  She  also  recalls  being 
carried  through  College  Hall  on  his  shoul- 
ders when  she  was  a  very  small  child.  In 
the  family  tradition,  Joy  is  a  Southern  Miss 
alumna,  class  of  1945. 

Hurst  began  his  teaching  career  in  the 
rural  schools  of  Mississippi  in  the  late 
1800s  at  the  age  of  17.     From  1906  to 

1911  he  was  principal  and  part  owner  of 
the  University  Training  School  at  Oxford, 
a  preparatory  school  for  boys.     Between 

1912  and  1915  he  was  superintendent  of 
the  Oxford  Public  Schools.  He  served  as 
editor  of  the  Mississippi  School  Journal  from 
1901  to  1908  and  as  editor  of  the  Lafayette 
Press  from  1907  to  1914.  In  addition,  he 
served  on  the  State  Board  of  Examiners  and 
the  Text  Book  Commission. 

Hurst  arrived  at  (then)  Mississippi  Normal 
College  in  the  fall  of  1915,  and  succeed- 
ed Orville  Brim  as  head  of  the  Education 
Department.  Almost  from  the  beginning,  he 
dreamed  of  securing  a  practice  school  that 
was  separate  from  the  college  as  a  laboratory 
for  training  student  teachers.  The  original 
Practice  School,  located  in  College  Hall,  only 
served  grades  one  through  three.  Through 


the  efforts  of  Hurst  and  others,  the  Mississippi 
Legislature  appropriated  $100,000  in  1926 
to  construct  such  a  school,  and  in  1927 
the  new  Demonstration  School  opened  for 
classes  in  grades  one  through  eight.  The 
following  year,  grades  nine  through  12  were 
added.  Mr.  Hurst  was  named  director  of  the 
school,  and  George  McLendon  became  its 
principal. 

Establishment  of  the  Demonstration 
School  was  a  ground-breaking  event, 
because  it  was  the  first  building  in 
Mississippi  devoted  entirely  to  teacher 
training.  It  was  also  an  important  step 
toward  standardization  of  the  college  and 
accreditation  by  the  Southern  Association 
of  Colleges  and  Secondary  Schools  (SACS). 
According  to  a  study  conducted  by  Dr. 
Shelton  Phelps  and  Dr.  Charles  McMurray 
of  George  Peabody  College  in  1924,  a  prac- 
tice school  was  one  of  the  criteria  necessary 
to  achieve  standardization. 

On  Nov.  14,  1954,  the  Demonstration 
School  was  renamed  the  George  Hurst 
School  in  honor  of  the  man  who  con- 
tributed so  much  to  its  founding.  In  her 
dedicatory  speech  that  day,  Sallie  Stevens 
McLemore,  a  teacher  in  the  Demonstration 


The  Demonstration  School,  pictured  above  in  1928,  was  the  first  building  in  Mississippi  dedicated  entirely  to  teacher  training. 

(Neka  Camon,  1928) 
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Following  his  death,  George  Hurst's  body  was  allowed  to  lie  in  state  in  the  Science  (now  Southern)  Hall  library,  pictured  above. 

(Neka  Camon,  1922) 


School,  said  Hursts  greatest  assets  were 
his  love  for  teaching  and  his  teaching  abil- 
ity. During  his  tenure  at  State  Teachers 
College,  Hurst  not  only  taught  classes  in 
education  and  directed  the  Demonstration 
School;  he  also  pioneered  in  extension 
work.  Almost  every  weekend  he  could  be 
found  teaching  off-campus  courses.  He 
once  said  that  he  loved  teaching  so  much, 
he  would  do  it  for  free. 


In  1954,  the  high  school  students  at 
Demonstration  School  were  transferred  to 
Hattiesburg  High  School.  The  Demonstration 
School  continued  with  grades  one  through 
eight  until  1962,  when  the  students  were 
moved  to  the  new  Thames  Elementary 
School  on  Jamestown  Road. 

Besides  his  contributions  in  the  field  of 
education,  Hurst  was  an  active  member  of 
the  community  as  well.     He  was  a  mem- 


ber of  the  local  Exchange  Club,  Sunday 
School  Superintendent  at  Main  Street 
Methodist  Church,  and  served  on  a  com- 
mittee appointed  in  1928  by  the  mayor  and 
commissioners  of  Hattiesburg  to  establish 
a  public  library  for  the  city  Hurst  was  an 
accomplished  public  speaker  as  well. 

George  G.  Hurst  died  Sept.  29, 1929,  at  the 
South  Mississippi  Infirmary  in  Hattiesburg. 
Having  recovered  from  a  tonsillectomy  on 
Sept.  9,  he  then  contracted  a  form  of  neuri- 
tis that  paralyzed  him  from  the  waist  down. 
During  his  illness,  the  Hattiesburg  American 
provided  regular  updates  on  his  condition. 

After  his  death,  Hursts  wife  asked  that 
he  be  allowed  to  lie  in  state  in  the  library 
in  Science  Hall  (now  Southern  Hall).  Since 
he  had  been  a  great  friend  of  the  library 
and  had  served  on  the  Library  Committee 
from  1917  to  1929,  the  request  was  grant- 
ed. For  two  days  prior  to  interment  in 
Roseland  Park  Cemetery,  the  casket  sat  in 
front  of  the  circulation  desk,  and  students 
took  turns  standing  guard  at  the  head  and 
foot.  College  librarian  Anna  Roberts  acted 
as  hostess  and  stayed  up  all  night  to  chap- 
erone  the  students. 

In  a  moving,  final  tribute  to  Hurst,  State 
Teachers  College  president  Claude  Bennett 
said,  "Mr.  Hurst  is  gone.  Ours  is  the  task 
to  take  the  torch  thrown  from  failing  hands 
and  carry  it  on  in  Gods  name." 

In  the  next  issue  of  The  Talon,  look  for  an 
article  that  traces  past  and  present  traditions  at 
Southern  Miss. 


Sallie  Stevens  McLemore  spoke  at  the 

dedication  of  George  Hurst  School  in 

1954.  (Southerner,  1947) 


The  Demonstration  School  was  renamed  in  George  Hurst's  honor  in  1954.  Above,  school  students  perform  in  a  Thanksgiving 
operetta,  "Bobby  Brewster's  Rooster."  (Neka  Camon.  1927) 
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THE  KATRINA 

RESPONSE 


Alumni  Leading  the  Recovery  Effort 
By  Jim  Coll  '99 


A 


catastrophic  tragedy  calls  for  an  inventive  and  unprec- 
edented recovery  effort. 

And  perhaps  unique  to  the  Gulf  Coasts  response  to  Hurricane 
Katrina  is  that  the  road  to  recovery  is  not  necessarily  by  road. 

Just  ask  Ricky  Mathews  '84,  publisher  of  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coasts  pri- 
mary daily  newspaper,  The  Sun  Herald,  and  a  vice  chairman  of  the  Governor 
Haley  Barbour's  Commission  on  Recovery,  Rebuilding,  Renewal. 

Since  Hurricane  Katrina,  he's  traded  in  his  suit  and  tie  for  jeans, 
and  his  daily  commute  to  and  from  work  includes  a  boat  ride 
across  Biloxi  Bay. 

Or  ask  the  thousands  of  residents  of  south  Mississippi,  Alabama 
and  Louisiana  who  have  lost  homes,  jobs  and  in  many  cases  every- 
thing but  their  lives. 

Even  for  those  most  affected,  however,  the  question  that  must 
eventually  be  answered  is,  "Where  do  we  go  from  here?" 

For  many  part  of  the  answer  is  leaving  permanently  the  areas 
they've  called  home.  For  others,  it  is  waking  each  day  in  a  Federal 
Emergency  Management  Agency  trailer  until  their  permanent  resi- 
dences can  be  repaired  adequately.  Others  still  are  simply  finding 
the  courage  to  ask  that  important  "What  next?"  question. 

Such  is  the  plight  for  residents  of  the  Gulf  Coast  just  a  few 
short  months  following  Hurricane  Katrina.  The  recovery  will  be 
long  and  arduous  for  sure,  but  already  Southern  Miss  alumni  have 
stepped  forward  to  lead  the  way. 

As  Mathews  said,  "We  still  have  big  needs,  but  we've  started 
moving  forward." 

Featured  are  five  of  the  many  alumni  ensuring  that  the  region 
returns  better  than  ever. 


MARK  CUMBEST  75 


Real  estate  business  is  good  across  the  Gulf  Coast,  but  that  is  not 
necessarily  a  good  thing,  according  to  realtor  Mark  Cumbest,  owner  of 
Cumbest  Realty,  Inc. 

"Business  has  been  extremely  busy  and  normally  that  is  something  to  be 
happy  about,"  Cumbest  said.  "But  it  is  impossible  to  be  happy  about  the 
increased  activity  because  of  the  losses  that  people  have  experienced." 

Over  the  past  few  months,  the  standard  request  for  assistance  buying  or 
selling  a  home  has  become  an  anomaly. 

"We  have  a  lot  of  people  who  have  been  displaced  and  are  look- 
ing for  temporary  housing,"  Cumbest  said.  "Many  have  moved  and 
bought  residences  on  the  market,  and  eventually  plan  to  sell  the 
damaged  property  after  it  is  repaired.  The  sense  I  get  is  that  people 


President  Bush  met  with  members  of  Governor  Haley  Barbour's  Commission  on  Recovery, 
Rebuilding,  Renewal,  including  Mark  Cumbest,  left,  in  September. 

are  anxious  to  get  back  into  their  routine." 

First,  however,  residents  of  South  Mississippi  had  to  get  back  on 
their  feet. 

"People  are  recovering  slowly  but  surely;  they  are  going  to  work  and 
overcoming  obstacles,"  Cumbest  said. 

In  addition  to  being  one  of  Mississippi's  top  real  estate  agents,  Cumbest 
is  the  governor's  appointment  from  the  Fourth  Congressional  District  to 
the  Mississippi  Real  Estate  Commission,  and  he  joins  Mathews,  University 
President  Dr.  Shelby  Thames  '59,  '61,  and  a  number  of  other  Southern 
Miss  alumni  on  the  governor's  commission. 

Thus  far,  the  rebuilding  effort  has  been  monumental.  In  mid-October, 
more  than  200  architects  and  planners  converged  on  the  coast  for  the 
six-day  Mississippi  Renewal  Forum.  The  commission  has  held  town  hall- 
style  meetings  of  local  citizens  and  elected  officials.  Broken  down  into 
two  types  of  committees,  the  commission's  issue  committees  will  address 
specific  issues  such  as  infrastructure,  finance,  economic  development  and 
public  service,  while  county  and  regional  committees  will  meet  through- 
out the  impacted  area  to  solicit  the  ideas  of  local  citizens  and  listen  to  their 
vision  for  their  particular  communities.  Committee  chairs  will  help  direct 
discussion  and  report  the  findings  of  their  committees.  The  commission's 
report  to  the  governor  is  due  in  December. 

"We  expect  the  report  will  contain  bold  ideas  that  are  practical  enough 
to  be  implemented,"  Cumbest  said.  "The  end  result  we  hope  is  a  better 
place  than  what  we  had  before." 
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DR.  PAT  JOACHIM  76,  '93,  '98 

When  a  smiling  Dr.  Pat  Joachim  came  out  of  retirement  in  August 
to  lead  the  Gulf  Coast  campus  and  teaching  sites  as  associate  provost, 
she  did  so  with  the  idea  that  the  operations  goals  would  be  to  increase 
student  enrollment  and  expand  partnerships  between  the  University 
and  businesses  in  the  southern  part  of  the  state. 

The  goals  have 
changed;  her  facial 
expression  has  not. 

Today,  modular  units 
are  being  readied,  classes 
are  held  amidst  the  sounds 
of  hammering  nails  and 
power  tools,  and  library 
books  must  be  delivered 
from  off-site. 

Its  all  in  a  days  work. 

"The  Thursday  after 
the  storm  we  met,  and 
we  knew  at  that  time 
we  couldn't  go  back  to 
the  Long  Beach  cam- 
pus," Joachim  said.  "The 
focus  then,  as  it  has  been 
throughout  this  process, 
was  lets  do  what's  best  for  students." 

Remarkably,  65  percent  of  the  original  enrollment  on  the  Gulf  Coast 
was  maintained  -  1,622  students  -  after  a  summer  semester-style  sched- 
ule was  implemented.  The  semester  began  Oct.  10  and  will  conclude 
Dec.  21  at  the  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast  Student  Service  Center  (formerly 
Garden  Park  Hospital),  the  Jackson  County  teaching  site  in  Gautier  and 
at  Keesler  Air  Force  Base. 

Classes  resumed  as  previously  scheduled  Sept.  19  at  the  University's 
Gulf  Coast  Research  Laboratory  and  Stennis  Space  Center. 

"When  you  stop  and  realize  where  we've  come  from  in  a  short  amount 
of  time  it's  amazing,"  Joachim  said.  'We  had  plywood  on  all  the  windows 
just  a  few  weeks  ago." 

It  is  a  tribute,  Joachim  says,  to  the  dedication  of  faculty  and  staff. 

"So  many  faculty  and  staff  lost  offices  and  homes,  really  everything," 
she  said,  "but  we're  making  progress  in  every  area.  It's  really  been  a  team 
effort.  People  have  worked  very  hard." 

Joachim  said  temporarily  moving  classes  and  administrative  operations 
into  the  new  Gulf  Coast  Student  Services  Center  were  critical  in  the  effort 
to  get  the  semester  restarted.  GCSSC  is  housed  in  the  former  Garden  Park 


Hospital  location,  which  the  University  purchased  last  year. 

"Our  students  aren't  being  shortchanged  -  we've  not  had  to  compro- 
mise our  instruction  delivery  or  content,"  Joachim  said.  "We're  still  meet- 
ing the  same  number  of  contact  minutes  in  this  10-week  semester.  We've 
retained  78  percent  of  our  original  schedule,  and  our  seniors  who  were 
set  to  graduate  this  semester  will  still  be  able  to  do  so,  as  are  our  spring 
2006  semester  graduates." 

RICKY  MATHEWS  '84 

Communication  was  down.  Homes  were  destroyed.  Lives  were  lost. 

And  The  Sun  Herald  did  not  miss  an  issue. 

That  fact  is  a  source  of  pride  for  the  newspaper's  president  and  pub- 
lisher, Ricky  Mathews. 

Mathews  sent  a  team  of  10  people  to  Columbus,  Ga.,  with  the  message 
that  if  the  team  did  not  hear  from  Mathews  shortly  after  the  storm  passed 
to  print  the  paper  there  and  deliver  20,000  copies  to  the  Gulf  Coast.  They 
did,  and  The  Sun  Herald,  which  has  its  offices  in  Biloxi,  was  in  the  hands  of 
south  Mississippi  residents  the  day  after  Katrina  hit.  For  the  next  month 
the  paper  was  distributed  free  of  charge. 

"What  is  most  important  to  a  newspaper  is  the  service  it  provides 
to  the  reader,"  Mathews  said.  "At  the  end  of  the  day  we  serve  a  com- 
munity In  the  days  after  the  storm  we  were  the  only  way  people 
could  get  the  news." 

Mathews,  as  the  head  of  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coasts  daily  newspa- 
per, is  in  a  unique  position  to  assist  the  recover}-  efforts  in  his  region 
and  state.  He  is  also  a  vice  chairman  of  the  governor's  commission 
and  the  chair  of  its  tourism  committee. 

Created  by  the  governor  shortly  after  Katrina  hit.  the  commissions 
charge  is  to  develop  a  broad  vision  for  a  better  Gulf  Coast  and  south 
Mississippi.  The  adviso- 
ry commission  will  focus 
on  giving  local  leaders 
access  to  ideas  and  infor- 
mation that  will  help 
them  decide  what  their 
region  will  look  like  in 
five  or  10  years. 

"This  is  a  tremendous 
opportunity  for  South 
Mississippi  to  do  things 
we've  never  done  before," 
Mathews  said.  'We've 
making  incredible  prog- 
ress. The  commission 
consists  of   people   from 
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all  walks  of  life,  and  we've  put  politics  aside.  Twenty-two  billion  in  private 
funds  will  be  spent  in  south  Mississippi  over  the  next  five  years.  By  then 
you  won't  even  recognize  the  coast." 

Even  amidst  the  destruction  of  the  Mississippi  Coast,  Mathews  sees  a 
tremendous  future  for  the  region. 

"South  Mississippi's  economy  is  about  to  catch  fire,"  Mathews  wrote  in 
The  Sun  Herald  in  early  November.  "With  the  casinos  will  come  temporary 
construction  jobs  and  then  permanent  jobs.  Getting  people  back  to  work 
so  quickly  will  spur  serious  economic  activity.  It  will  start  to  give  South 
Mississippians  back  our  quality  of  life." 


Miss  rival,  Ole  Miss,"  Preau  said.  "I  have  learned  the  true  meaning  of 
sportsmanship.  We  may  see  differently  when  we're  on  the  field,  but 
we're  all  in  this  together,  and  it's  great  to  see  everyone  lend  a  hand  in 
a  time  of  need." 


KRISTEN  PREAU  '05 


Kristen  Preau 
anticipated  a  chal- 
lenge following  her 
graduation  from 
The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi 
in  May.  In  fact,  she 
eagerly  awaited  the 
transformation  from 
classroom  to  career. 

Without  question 
though,  Preau  got 
more  than  she  expect- 
ed. Today,  however, 
she  is  proving  the 
challenge  is  not  more 
than  she  can  handle. 

Following  gradu- 
ation, Preau  accept- 
ed a  job  with  the 
University  of  New  Orleans  promoting  the  school's  athletic  programs. 
Her  starting  date  -  Sept.  1,  the  same  week  Hurricane  Katrina  flooded 
New  Orleans  and  barreled  through  the  Gulf  Coast. 

"I  accepted  a  job  on  a  Friday  and  was  scheduled  to  start  on  Thursday," 
said  Preau,  a  New  Orleans  native.  "By  that  time  though  I  Was  worried 
that  I  had  lost  my  job  because  the  campus  was  damaged,  and  the  teams 
were  scattered  at  universities  from  New  Mexico  to  Atlanta." 

Shortly  thereafter,  Preau  realized  that  not  only  did  she  still  have  a  job, 
but  that  the  job  was  much  larger,  and  likely  more  difficult,  in  scope. 

"My  boss  eventually  called  me  and  told  me  if  I  still  wanted 
my  job,  I  would  have  to  help  make  a  difference,"  Preau  said. 
"Ironically,  this  turned  out  to  be  my  dream  job.  My  career  goal  has 
always  been  simple  -  to  make  a  difference  for  New  Orleans  -  and 
this  was  my  chance." 

In  recent  weeks  Preau  has  been  traveling  to  athletic  events  across 

the  southeast  in  an  effort  to  raise  funds  for  UNO  athletics.     She 

as  implemented  a  program  entitled  "Get  New  Orleans  Cookin' 

gain,"  and  enlisted  the  help  of  her  father,  Paul  Preau,  owner  of  Ad 

Gas  Outdoor  Cooking  Products.  At  tailgatmg  stops  they  serve  New 

Orleans-style  jambalaya  and  solicit  donations  to  the  university. 

"All  of  the  athletic  facilities  suffered  from  wind  and  flood  damage 
nd  we  no  longer  had  an  office,"  Preau  said.  "In  order  to  raise  money, 
I  thought,  why  not  do  it  New  Orleans  style,  with  a  party?" 

Overall,  Preau  has  visited  eight  universities.  One  stop  came  in 
Birmingham  for  the  Southern  Miss  /  UAB  football  game. 

"The  campaign  has  been  a  great  success,  starting  with  support 
rom  our  conference  rival,  Lafayette,  and  ending  with  a  Southern 


ARN IE  WILLIAMS  '92 


After  the  initial  shock  of  Hurricane  Katrina  had  subsided,  the  ques- 
tion on  the  minds  of  many  residents  of  Mississippi,  Louisiana  and 
Alabama  was,  "When  will  the  power  come  back  on?" 

As  the  primary  spokesperson  for  Mississippi  Power  in  the  Pine  Belt, 
Southern  Miss  alumnus  Arnie  Williams  was  the  man  front  and  center 
answering  that  question  again  and  again. 

Today,  Mississippi  Power's  response  to  Katrina  is  being  hailed  as 
one  of  the  success  stories  of  the  storm  largely  because  of  the  monu- 
mental task  the  1,250-employee  company  overcame  in  less  than  two 
weeks.  None  of  the  company's  195,000  customers  were  receiving 
electricity  immediately  following  Katrina.  Sixty-five  percent  of  its 
transmission  and  distribution  facilities  were  lost  and  8,900  poles  and 
1,000  miles  of  power  lines  were  down. 

Twelve  days  later,  the  lights  were  back  on  across  South  Mississippi. 

"It  was  a  tremendous  feat  to  get  the  power  in  the  short  amount  of 
time  after  the  storm,"  Williams  said.  "We  set  our  goal  at  having  power 
restored  by  9-11  and  we  achieved  it  a  day  ahead  of  schedule.  It  was 
a  milestone  for  us  to  have  so  much  damage  and  have  it  restored  in 
12  days." 

To  accomplish  its  task,  Mississippi  Power  called  in  11,000  repair- 
men from  24  states  and  Canada.  Its  response  was  also  coordinated 
well  in  advance. 

Long  before  Katrina,  the  company  had  20  primary  "storm  direc- 
tors" in  place.  Importantly,  even  out-of-state  crews  were  empowered 
to  engineer  their  own  solutions  on-site. 

And  when  problems  arose,  the  company  was  inventive  in  its  solutions. 

All  along,  Williams  was  carefully  explaining  the  tasks  that  lie  ahead 
for  Mississippi  Power,  as  well  as  the  solutions,  to  the  public. 

Today,  Mississippi  Power  is  reviewing  the  critical  work  done  in  the 
weeks  after  the  storm. 

"We  are  constantly  re-evaluating  our  response  to  major  outages," 
Williams  said.  "We  continue  to  evaluate  the  entire  plan  to  make  sure 
everything  is  working  efficiently." 

One  thing  is  for  sure:  if  a  problem  arises  concerning  electricity, 
Williams  will  once  again  be  front  and  center  ensuring  the  Pine  Belt  is 
well  aware  of  the  solution. 
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MESSAGEFROMTHEPRESIDENT 


This  year  has  been  filled  with  both  opportunity  and  extreme  challenge  rang- 

I  ing  from  the  successful  kickoff  of  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign  to  the  passing 

I  of  Powell  Ogletree  and  the  devastation  of  Hurricane  Katrina.  Our  thoughts  and 

.  I  prayers  have  been  and  will  continue  to  be  focused  on  the  recovery  of  our  alumni 

J^k         V  I  who  have  been  affected  by  Hurricane  Katrina.  I  hope  that  you  will  take  advan- 

^•A^k  I    ^M  tage  "   the  Alumni  Associations  offer  to  replace  diplomas  that  were  lost  or  dam- 

.^\ i  |L       I  a§( 'l'  l'ui  '".^  trie  storm'  and  please  be  aware  that  we  are  also  offering  a  temporary 

^4^.'\Jk  I  k  »  waiver  of  Association  dues  to  current  members  impacted  by  Katrina. 

Continuing  on  the  subject  of  Hurricane  Katrina,  we  have  temporarily  sus- 
pended our  promising  campaign  for  the  restoration  and  expansion  of  the  Ogletree  House,  the 
Alumni  Associations  home  for  more  than  25  years,  in  order  to  focus  attention  on  relief  and 
recovery  efforts  in  South  Mississippi.  Nevertheless,  our  faith  remains  intact  that  the  $3  million 
campaign  will  be  successfully  completed  in  time  for  construction  to  begin  in  early  2007. 

To  the  16,000  members  of  the  Association,  we  hope  this  annual  report  serves  as  an  appropri- 
ate reminder  that  your  membership  dues  are  playing  a  prominent  role  in  the  advancement  of  the 
University.  To  those  who  are  not  members,  please  accept  this  as  a  good  faith  effort  on  the  part  of 
your  alma  mater  to  engage  you  in  a  significant  way.  Your  support  of  the  University  through  the 
Alumni  Association  is  needed  and  would  be  most  valued. 

Last  year,  under  the  leadership  of  immediate  past  president  Rex  Kelly,  we  formulated  a  five- 
year  rolling  strategic  overview  that  included  the  input  of  the  president,  president  elect  and  vice 
president.  The  five-year  plan  will  be  renewed  each  year. 

Part  of  our  strategic  plan  is  to  involve  more  people  in  Southern  Miss  via  the  Alumni  Associa- 
tion. After  extensive  research  that  compared  our  alumni  to  those  of  other  like-sized  universities, 
we  have  decided  not  only  to  continue  support  of  our  active  alumni  chapters  around  the  country 
but  also  to  establish  constituency  alumni  groups  nationally. 

The  research  indicated  that  alumni  are  more  likely  to  "affiliate"  or  engage  in  a  relationship 
with  a  university  on  a  department  or  college  basis  rather  than  joining  to  support  non-specific 
university  programs.  People  join  for  many  reasons.  We  hope  your  Southern  Miss  education  and 
experience  sparks  a  renewed  interest  in  the  success  of  our  University,  and  we  will  make  every 
effort  to  make  your  membership  both  meaningful  and  relevant. 

This  coming  year,  your  Alumni  Association  will  be  at  the  forefront  of  two  major  opportunities. 
Our  purpose  is  straightforward:  we  will  take  a  more  active  and  involved  role  in  the  decisions  that 
shape  the  future  of  our  alma  mater. 

The  first  opportunity  is  a  national  search  for  a  new  University  president.  Dr.  Shelby  Thames 
has  announced  he  will  return  to  the  School  of  Polymers  and  High  Performance  Materials  in 
2007.  He  has  served  us  well  and  will  finish  his  tenure  as  president  with  distinction.  Dr.  Thames 
has  indeed  demonstrated  fiscal  responsibility  and  a  passion  for  taking  Southern  Miss  to  the  top. 
He  will  continue  to  bring  distinction  to  the  University  with  his  work  in  polymer  science,  an  area 
that  has  helped  define  Southern  Miss  on  the  national  level. 

More  than  ever  before,  the  Alumni  Associations  active  participation  in  the  search  process  will 
assure  that  Southern  Miss  will  be  involved  in  defining  its  future  and  controlling  its  own  destiny. 

The  second  opportunity  is  the  Mississippi  Legislature's  acknowledgement  of  Southern  Miss' 
achievements  and  accomplishments  with  equitable  funding.  For  too  long  we  have  allowed  oth- 
ers to  define  our  University  and  our  interests.  To  address  legislative  issues,  the  Alumni  Associa- 
tion will  formally  extol  a  point  of  view,  establish  policy  statements  and  serve  as  active  advocates. 
We'll  take  a  vocal  and  high  profile  role  to  tout  Southern  Miss  in  Jackson,  in  Washington,  D.C., 
and  anywhere  else  we  can  make  a  positive  impact. 

You  should  also  know  that  we  are  forging  unparalleled  collaboration  among  the  Alumni  Association,  the 
USM  Foundation  and  the  Athletic  Foundation.  Currendy,  we  are  discussing  the  refinement  of  our  mutual 
database  system  and  the  hiring  of  a  staff  professional  to  ensure  its  continued  improvement.  Other  agenda 
items  include  joint  legislative  and  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  efforts  and  joint  memberships. 

Despite  the  challenges  of  recent  months,  Southern  Miss  continues  to  make  progress,  recover 
and  serve  our  students.  There  are  many  more  Alumni  Association  activities  we  could  report  on, 
but  this  should  give  you  a  general  idea  of  where  we  are  and  where  we  are  headed.  I  hope  you  en- 
joy this  annual  report.  Please  join  us  in  supporting  the  University.  Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 


Respectfully, 


<P^~~-^r 


d?\v<3kJU^ 


Danny  F  Mitchell 

President,  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association 


SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI 

•ALUMNI- 


ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION  OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT 

DANNY  MITCHELL  70, 71 

PRESIDENT  ELECT 

ROSEMARY  AULTMAN  73 

VICE  PRESIDENT 

LOU  ANN  POYNTER  '69, 70 

PAST  PRESIDENT 

REX  KELLY '80 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN 

LARRY  WATSON  71,76 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 

BOB  PIERCE '91 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

WALT  DENTON,  BERNARD  GREEN,  CURT  HEBERT, 

BILLY  HEWES,  SCOTT  LESLIE,  BECKY  MONTAGUE, 

BENNY  WADDLE,  TOM  ANDERSON,  LIBBY  CONDIA, 

PAT  CRUISE,  HARRY  GOFF,  RICKEY  JONES, 

JUDIE  KOCHENOWER.TONY  PALAZZO, 

ANGELA  HILBUN  COGNEVICH,  MARCUS  KINCAID, 

MARY  ALICE  KIRBY,  RICKY  MATHEWS, 

MICHAEL  RATLIFF,  LAMAR  REYNOLDS,  DALE  SHEARER 

EX-OFFICIO  BOARD  MEMBERS:  SHELBY  THAMES, 
ROBERT  "TOY"  MCLAUGHLIN,  TIM  RYAN,  MACK  GRUBBS, 
RICHARD  GIANNINI,  BRANDON  BELOTE 


ALUMNI  STAFF 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

BOB  PIERCE  '91 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  FOR  INTERNAL  OPERATIONS 

MARK  BOYLES  73 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  FOR  EXTERNAL  AFFAIRS 

JERRY  DEFATTA  '00 

MANAGER  OF  COMMUNICATIONS 

JIM  COLL  '99 

MANAGER  OF  PROGRAMS 

MARCUS  NAUSE '99, '00 

COORDINATOR  OF  CONSTITUENT  RELATIONS 

DAWN  SMITH  '95 

COORDINATOR  OF  INFORMATION  SERVICES 

MELISSA  MCDANIEL 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT 

RENE  TRIGG 

MAIL  CLERK 

EDWARD  WALLACE 

RECEPTIONIST 

MIKE  DANIELS 


ADVERTISING  REPRESENTATIVE 

KAY  O'SHAUGHNESSY'69 
kay@southernmissalumni.com 


us  Annual  Report  is  intended  1 

brief  glimpse  into  the  Association's  programs  and 

initiatives.  Additional  information  on  many  of  these 

items  can  be  found  on  the  newly-redesigned 

www.SouthernMissAlumni.com.  Items  marked 

include  details  on  how  to  access  such 

information  online. 


Front  cover: 

Powell  Ogletree,  former  director  of  the  Association; 
Hall  of  Fame  inductee  Sally-Ann  Roberts  Craft  with 
University  president  Dr.  Shelby  Thames;  members  of 
The  Legacy  Board. 


TRADITION 


ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION  RESUMES  OGLETREE  HOUSE  CAMPAIGN 


Fund-raising  efforts  to  restore  and  expand  the  Ogletree 
House   will   resume   in  January  now   that   recovery 
efforts   are    under   way   after   Hurricane    Katrina 
The   Campaign  for  the  Restoration  and  Expansion  o 
the    Ogletree    House    was   temporarily   suspended    In 
September  after  having  secured  more  than  $  1  million  in 
gift  commitments  only  two  months  into  the  public  phase 
of  the  campaign.    The  target  date  for  completion  of  the 
fund-raising  effort  is  now  December  31,  2006. 

Home  to  offices  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 
since   1975,  the  Ogletree  House  is  named  for  the  longtime 
Alumni  Association  leader  Powell  G.  Ogletree.  Albert  &  Associates 
Architects  in  Hattiesburg  will  redesign  the  93-year-old  existing  structure 
to  more  than  10,000  square  feet,  which  doubles  its  size. 

The  multipurpose  room  in  the  new  facility  will  be  named  after  Lou 
Ann  and  Louis  Poynter  of  Hattiesburg.  Along  with  the  Poynter  lead  gift, 
Ralph  Simmons  of  Laurel  made  a  major  gift  contribution.  The  kitchen 
in  the  new  facility  will  be  named  the  Ralph  T.  Simmons  and  Linnie 
Cockrell  Simmons  Kitchen,  in  honor  of  Simmons  and  his  mother. 

Additional  gift  supporters  of  the  campaign  donating  $5,000  or  more 
include:  Bobby  and  Betty  Chain,  Lamar  and  Joy  Gillespie,  Mark  and  Olga 
Jackson,  Ed  and  Lynda  Langton,  Lewis  and  Margie  Mynck,  Bob  and  Knsti 


Pierce,  the  Rotary  Club  of  Hattiesburg,  Ray  and  Jo  Anne  Sims,  the 

Southern  Miss  South  Central  Mississippi  Alumni  Chapter. 

Thad  and  Gerry  Waites  and  Bonnie  and  Lawrence  Warren. 

all  of  Hattiesburg;  Rex  and  Becky  Kelly  of  Gulfpon;  Dick 

and  Diane  Berry  of  Mobile,  Ala.;  Danny  and  Patty  Mitchell 

of  Brandon;  Ken  and  Carolyn  Shearer  of  Ridgeland;  Jeffrey 

and  Lynn  O'Keefe  and  Lucy,  Jack  and  Walt  Denton,  all  of 

Biloxi;  Curt  and  Virginia  Hebert  of  Mandeville,  La.:  Lester 

and  Jan  Haddox  of  Columbia;  Bob  and  Judy  Mrxon  of 

Sumrall;  and  Bill  Phalen  of  Scottsdale,  Anz. 

Donations    for   the    Campaign    for   the   Restoration   and 

Expansion  of  the  Ogletree  House  are  accepted  online  at  www. 

SouthernMissAlumni.com  or  by  check  payable  to  The  USM  Foundation 

(with  Ogletree  House  Fund  in  the  memo  blank),  118  College  Drive 

#10026,  Hattiesburg,  MS   39406-0001. 


j^    Full  details  of  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign  can  be  found  at 

www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 
•  Ogletree  House  Campaign 


THE  DRAWL 

Originally  produced  by  the  Alumni  Association 
in  2002,  with  a  second  edition  published  in 
2004,  The  Drawl  ensures  that  the  traditions  and 
histoiy  of  Southern  Miss  are  passed  on  to  all 
future  Golden  Eagles. 

The  56-page  publication  includes  sections 
entitled  School  Spirit,  History,  Traditions, 
Athletics  and  Prominent  Alumni.  Readers  can 
also  take  a  trivia  quiz,  which  tests  their  knowledge  of  Southern 
Miss.  Each  year,  copies  are  distributed  to  new  students. 

The  Drawl's  title  comes  from  the  student  handbook,  which 
had  the  same  name  from  approximately  1954  to  1978. 

t^   You  can  view  a  copy  of  The  Drawl  in  its  entirety  at 
www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 

•  Publications 

•  The  Drawl 


FOUNDERS'  DAY 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  cel- 
ebrated the  95th  anniversary  of  its  founding 
March  30,  2005,  with  a  variety  of  Founders' 
Day  festivities,  beginning  on  the  north  lawn  of 
the  Aubrey  K.  Lucas  Administration  Building. 

March  30,  1910,  is  the  institutions  official 
birthday,  and  in  1955,  the  Alumni  Association 
designated  March  30  as  MSC  (Mississippi 
Southern  College)  Day.  The  day  was  to  be 
observed  wherever  former  students  resided,  and  its  puipose  was  "to  build  up  a 
little  more  custom  and  tradition  concerning  the  college."  The  day,  since  renamed 
Founders'  Day,  has  been  observed  in  some  fashion  ever  since,  and  now  boasts  a 
ceremony  including  the  Student  Government  Association  (SGA>  Inauguration  and 
the  Official  Ring  Ceremony  organized  by  the  Alumni  Association. 

In  2005,  John  Cox,  the  voice  of  the  Golden  Eagles,  made  a  presentation  on  the  his- 
toiy and  future  of  Golden  Eagle  athletics,  followed  by  outgoing  Student  Government 
Association  President  Walt  Cain,  who  reflected  on  his  year  in  office. 

The  newly  elected  SGA  officials  were  then  inaugurated  by  the  outgoing 
SGA  attorney  general. 


SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI.  NOW.  FOREVER. 


With  assistance  from  Tom  Gibbens,  a  member  of  the  Association  Board  of 
Directors  and  the  general  manager  of  the  Lamar  Corporation  in  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  six  billboards  across  South  Mississippi  promoted  the  University  and  the 
Association  featuring  prominent  alumni  for  18  months  in  2004  and  2005.  The 
Lamar  Corporation,  headquartered  m  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  donated  the  billboard 
space,  while  the  Godwin  Group,  located  in  Jackson,  contributed  design  time. 

The  final  campaign  concept  centered  on  the  theme  of  "Southern  Miss 
Alumni.  Now.  Forever." 

Alumni  featured  included 

•  Major  General  Buford  Blount  of  the  United  States  Army  who  led 
the  Third  Infantry  Division  in  the  liberation  of  Iraq. 

•  Singer,  songwriter,  and  author  Jimmy  Buffett. 


Brett  Fa\Te  o 
the  Green  Bay 
Packers  who  is 
the  only  three- 
time  Most 
Valuable  Player 
in  NFL  history 
Former  Chief 
Pittman, 

Lou  Ann  Poynter  of  Hattiesburg  who  retired  as  the  Chief 
Executive  Officer  of  Mortgage  Banking  for  Union  Planters  Bank. 
NBA  basketball  player  Clarence  Weatherspoon. 


Justic 


the   Mississippi   Supreme   Court   Ed 


PRIDE 


THE  LEGACY 

Comprised  of  hundreds  of  Southern  Miss  students,  The  Legacy,  the 
student  alumni  association,  raises  awareness  on  campus 
University  events  by  serving  as  communication  vehicles 
and  as  role  models  to  the  student  body  through  their  actions, 
words,  participation  and  overall  spirit.  The  Legacy  enhances 
the  traditions  of  the  University  by  hosting  The  Legacy  of 
Southern  Miss  Series,  the  painting  of  the  Eagle  Walk,  the  Little 
Rock,, and  the  annual  T-shirt  trade  and  burning. 

The  Legacy  supports  the  Alumni  Association  in  its  endeavors  by  carrying  out  the  promotion 
of  its  theme:  Tradition,  Pride,  Loyalty,  and  Excellence.  The  overall  purpose  of  The  Legacy  is 
to  create  a  bond  between  the  University  and  its  students  so  that  when  these  students  gradu- 
ate, they  will  become  loyal  and  involved  alumni.  All  events  and  activities  sponsored  by  The 
Legacy  are  planned  with  this  goal  in  mind. 

Each  year  The  Legacy  seeks  to  introduce  new  students  to  the  University  and  its  traditions 
in  hopes  of  creating  a  stronger  bond  between  those  students  and  Southern  Miss.  This  effort 
begins  with  the  painting  of  the  Eagle  Walk  during  Golden  Eagle  Welcome  Week.  The  Eagle 
Walk,  located  under  the  east  side  of  The  Rock  on  Eagle  Walk  Drive,  displays  the  memories  of 
Southern  Miss'  past  and  the  promise  of  its  future.  Before  the  first  football  game,  the  freshman 
class  gathers  to  leave  its  signature  on  the  University  by  giving  the  Eagle  Walk  a  fresh  coat  of 
gold  paint.  The  painting  of  the  Eagle  Walk  gives  the  new  class  a  chance  to  create  their  first 
significant  memory,  mark  and  contribution  to  the  University. 

In  2005,  The  Legacy  continued  its  tradition  and  spirit  building  with  the  annual  T-shirt  trade  and 
burning.  During  the  first  few  weeks  of  school,  students  had  the  opportunity  to  trade  shirts  and  hats 
from  other  universities  for  a  Southern  Miss  shirt  or  hat.  At  the  first  Fnday  Night  at  the  Fountain  pep 
rally,  a  selected  variety  of  shirts  were  ceremonially  burned.  The  T-shirt  burning  is  an  effort  to  increase 
support  for  Southern  Miss  while  showing  our  students  that  they  are  now  Golden  Eagles. 

The  Little  Rock,  located  between  the  District  and  McLemore  Hall,  features  a  different  theme  each  week  in  support  of  Southern  Miss  athlet- 
ics. The  rock  is  painted  by  different  members  of  The  Legacy  in  an  effort  to  increase  enthusiasm  among  the  student  body.  The  Little  Rock  is 
becoming  one  of  the  favorite  traditions  on  campus,  and  students  often  wonder  what  theme  will  appear  on  the  rock  each  week. 


EAGLE  LANDINGS 

olden  Eagle  fans  are  known  for  the  pride 
they  have  in  their  football  team.    That 
pride   is   proudly   on   display .  in   cities 
across  the  country  at  Eagle  Landings,  the  away 
game  tailgating  events  prior  to  select  road  foot- 
ball games. 

In   years   past,    Eagle   Landings   have   taken   place   as   close   to 
Hattiesburg  as  New  Orleans  and  Birmingham  and  as  far  away  as  New 


York  and  San  Francisco.  They  offer  fans  a  place  to  gather,  enjoy  good 
food  and  build  excitement  before  cheering  on  the  Golden  Eagles. 
The  hundreds  of  fans  who  attend  Eagle  Landings  are  not  only  greeted 
by  food  and  fun,  but  by  The  Pride  of  Mississippi,  the  Southern  Miss 
cheerleaders  and  Seymour. 

In  2005,  Eagle  Landings  were  held  prior  to  the  UAB  and  Houston 
football  games.  A  third  Eagle  Landing  was  scheduled  for  Alabama  but 
was  canceled  following  Hurricane  Katrina. 


rn* 


THE  OFFICIAL  RING 

In  2005,  the  Alumni  Association  hosted  the 
second  annual  Official  Ring  Ceremony  as  part  of 
Founders'  Day  activities. 

One  of  the  most  important  traditions  at  Southern 
Miss,  the  ring  is  adorned  with  images  from  campuses 
in  Hattiesburg  and  on  the  Gulf  Coast.  Each  year  rings 
are  awarded  during  the  Official  Ring  Ceremony  as 
part  of  University  Founders'  Day  activities.  Students 
who  receive  the  ring  wear  it  with  the  signet  style  top 
of  the  ring  facing  them.  Once  they  graduate,  they  turn 
the  ring  and  wear  it  with  the  "dome"  facing  away,  sig- 
nifying that  they  are  no  longer  students  but  alumni. 

The  Official  Ring  is  a  symbol  of  unity,  commit- 
ment and  achievement.   It  is  an  honor  that  can  only 


be  attained  by  students  and  alums  with  more  than 
60  credit  hours.  The  Official  Ring  creates  a  bond 
among  all  who  wear  it.  It  also  creates  a  link  between 
the  wearer  and  the  University  and  represents  the 
traditions  and  history  of  Southern  Miss. 


|^   More  information  on  the  Official  Ring  can 
be  found  at 
www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 

•Online  Hub 

•  Merchandise 


LOYALTY 


GOLDEN  EAGLES  AROUND  THE  GLOBE 


One  of  the  most  exciting  Alumni 
Association  initiatives  to  come  in 
2005-2006,  the  Alumni  Ambassadors 
and  Constituent  Societies  programs  are 
intended  to  supplement  the  current  chapter 
programs  and  offer  alternative  means  of 
involvement  for  our  volunteers  in  regions 
across  the  country. 

In  the  past  the  Association  has  utilized  chap- 
ters and  chapter  officers  to  identify  and  orga- 
nize alumni  and  alumni  volunteers  in  regions 
where  large  clusters  of  alumni  reside.  While 
this  once  was  an  effective  format,  it  no  longer 
meets  the  needs  of  our  volunteers  in  many  of  our  geographic  regions. 

The  primary  role  of  an  alumni  ambassador  in  a  geographic  region 
is  to  serve  as  a  liaison  for  the  University  and  the  Alumni  Association 
with  individual  alumni,  parents,  students  and  interested  individuals 
in  that  area.  Responsibilities  of  an  alumni  ambassador  are  less  than 
that  of  an  alumni  chapter  president.  Events  are  on  a  smaller  scale  and 
are  less  frequent  to  help  best  utilize  the  time  of  the  alumni  ambas- 
sador. There  may  also  be  more  than  one  alumni  ambassador  in  one 
area,  and  the  alumni  ambassador  may  recruit  volunteers  to  assist  with 
various  single  events  or  projects. 

A  constituent  society  is  a  group  created  based  on  professional 
interest  (former  students  of  a  particular  profession)  or  special  interest 
(former  students  with  a  common  interest  or  goal).  These  groups  are 
brought  together  by  a  common  interest  and  connection  to  a  particular 
facet  of  student  or  alumni  life. 

The  purpose  of  these  constituent  societies  is  to  support  the  mission 


of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 
by  providing  further  opportunities  for 
involvement  with  and  connections  to  the 
University  and  other  alumni.  This  program 
is  also  meant  to  supplement  the  alumni 
chapter  program  to  offer  a  more  specific 
way  for  our  alumni  to  get  involved. 

Constituent  societies  are  being  put  in  place 
to  further  assist  with  promoting  alumni  asso- 
ciation events,  membership,  and  fund-raising 
efforts.  Constituent  societies  will  operate 
under  the  same  guidelines  as  the  alumni 
chapters. 

An  alumni  chapter  is  an  organization  of  alumni  that  offers  services 
and  activities  to  keep  our  alumni  involved  and  connected  to  the 
University.  Alumni  chapters  enable  alumni  to  keep  up  with  campus 
changes  and  serve  as  the  local  arm  of  the  Alumni  Association. 

Located  throughout  the  southeast,  alumni  chapters  participate  in 
various  events  to  support  the  University.  Most  chapters  host  social 
events  for  alumni  in  their  geographic  region.  Such  events  include 
dinners  with  University  guest  speakers,  events  centered  around 
athletic  or  arts  events,  community  service,  or  recruiting  activities. 
Alumni  chapters  also  allow  alumni  a  chance  to  meet  new  fnends. 
reconnect  with  the  University,  support  the  University,  and  enjoy  a 
social  connection  with  fellow  Golden  Eagles. 

Alumni  ambassadors  are  still  needed  in  the  Orlando  and  Pensacola. 
Fla.,  areas  as  well  as  Pearl  River  County,  Miss.  If  you  are  interested  in 
volunteering,  please  contact  Dawn  Smith,  the  Associations  coordina- 
tor of  Chapter  Services,  at  dawn.smith@usm.edu. 


The  Alumni  Association  is  consistently  working  to 
improve  its  communication  efforts.  In  recent  years,  the 
Associations  quarterly  magazine,  The  Talon,  has  undergone 
a  redesign;  in  recent  weeks,  www.SouthernMissAlumni. 
com  has  received  a  new  look  and  additional  features;  and 
Southern  Miss  Connections,  a  biannual  newsletter  distnb- 
uted  to  all  alumni  of  the  institution,  is  scheduled  for  an 
expansion  and  redesign  in  the  coming  months. 

The  Talon,  which  is  distributed  to  paid  members  of  the 
Alumni  Association,  is  the  top  Alumni  Association  maga- 
zine in  the  state  according  to  the  College  Public  Relations 
Association  of  Mississippi. 

In  addition,  each  month  the  Alumni  Association  dis- 
tributes an  e-newsletter,  Alumni  Mail,  which  contains 


important,  timely  infonnation  regarding  the  Associations 
and  University's  activities  and  events.  We  encourage  you 
to  sign  up  to  receive  Alumni  Mail  by  registering  on  www. 
SouthernMissAlumm.com. 


You  can  view  copies  of  the  most  recent  edi- 
tions of  The  Talon  and  Southern  Miss  Connections 
as  well  as  past  copies  of  Alumni  Mail  at 

www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 
•  Publications 


THE  KATRINA  RESPONSE 

In  2005,  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  ini- 
tiated a  pair  of  programs  designed  to  assist  members 
of  the  Association  affected  by  Hurricane  Katrina. 

The  programs  were  designed  to  replace  the  diplo- 
mas destroyed  by  Katrina  free  of  charge,  as  well 
as  help  members  remain  active  in  the  Association 
by  waiving  annual  dues  payments  for  those  in 
the  affected  area  whose  membership  expires  between  August  and 
December  2005. 

To  replace  diplomas,  the  Association  has  partnered  with  the  Office 
of  the  University  Registrar.  Delivery  to  those  placing  orders  is  expect- 


ed in  March  2006.  All  replacement  diplomas  will 
carry  the  titles  and  signatures  ot  current  I'mversitv 
and  Board  of  Trustees  officials. 

Alumni  who  qualify   for  the  membership  program 

should  have  received  a  letter  detailing  an  offer  that  will 

extend  annual  memberships  one  year.  Alumni  whose 

lives,  although  affected,  haw  relumed  to  normal  and  still 

wish  to  support  the  Alumni  Association  financially  are  encouraged  to  do  so. 

It  you  have  any  questions  concerning  the  membership  program  or 

the  diploma  replacement  offer,  please  contact  Mike  Daniels  via  e-mail 

at  mike.damels@usm.edu  or  by  phone  at  (601)  266-5013. 


EXCELLENCE 


STRATEGIC  OVERVIEW 

On  June  26,  2004,  the  Alumni  Association  Board  of  Directors 
unanimously  adopted  a  strategic  overview  for  the  organization 
that  would  form  the  foundation  for  the  growth  and  prosper- 
ity of  the  Alumni  Association  for  the  next  five  years.  Since  1999,  the 
Association  had  been  operating  under  an  annual  strategic  plan  that 
guided  its  decision-making  and  operations.  In  the  spring  of  2004,  the 
Associations  executive  leadership  came  together  to  take  a  more  long- 
term  view  of  the  future  of  the  organization.  The  results  are  already 
having  a  positive  effect. 

The  road  map  was  well  thought  out  and  defined  and  focused  on  four  key 
areas  critical  to  the  success  of  the  Alumni  Association.  These  include: 

•  Revenue  enhancement  and  alignment 

•  Membership  involvement  and  participation 

•  Resource  allocation  and  maximization 

•  Organization  positioning  and  branding. 

Progress  is  being  made  on  all  fronts.  Due  to  the  vision  documented  in 
the  plan,  even  the  first  year  under  this  strategic  arrangement  has  produced 
significant  results.  Some  of  these  initial  accomplishments  include: 

•  The  decision  to  restore  and  expand  the  Ogletree  House  and  the  ensuing 
campaign  to  generate  the  $3  million  necessary  to  accomplish  that  task. 

•  A  comprehensive  evaluation  of  the  staff  structure  that  led  to  a 
reorganization  of  the  staff  and  the  addition  of  an  associate  direc- 
tor for  external  affairs. 

•  Participation  in  a  national  survey  of  alumni  to  gauge  alumni 
attitude  toward  the  University  to  determine  if  the  plan  of  the 
Association  was  on  the  right  track. 

•  Contracting  with  a  publishers  representative  for  the  Association 
publications  to  increase  advertising  revenue. 
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•  A  comprehensive  study  of  the  Association's 
alumni  chapter  program  that  led  to  the  creation 
of  the  brand  new  constituent  society  and  Alumni 
Ambassador  initiatives. 

•  Better  organized  and  more  frequent  communi- 
cation between  the  Alumni  Association  and  the 
USM  Foundation  and  Athletic  Foundation  to 
foster  inclusion  and  collaboration. 

•  A  focused  effort  to  create  an  administrative  position  in  our  infor- 
mation services  area  to  increase  the  accuracy  and  efficiency  of 
our  database  software. 

•  The  creation  of  this  annual  report  to  improve  communications 
with  all  Southern  Miss  alumni  and  to  promote  the  progress  being 
made  within  the  Association  to  all  audiences. 

Even  as  the  Alumni  Association  is  making  exceptional  progress 
under  this  plan,  the  executive  leadership  is  continuing  to  review, 
evaluate  and  adjust  the  plan  to  ensure  it  stays  current  and  relevant. 
Presently,  the  overview  is  being  extended  to  carry  the  Association 
forward  through  2010  and  the  Centennial  Celebration  of  the 
University's  founding. 


t^  You  can  view  the  Strategic  Overview  in  its  entirety  at 
www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 

•  About  Us 

•  Strategic  Overview 


THE  LEGACY  SCHOLARS 
PROGRAM 

Although  some  of  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi's  most  valued  traditions  date  back 
nearly  100  years  to  the  institutions  earliest 
days,  one  of  the  Alumni  Associations  newest 
traditions,  the  Legacy  Scholars  Program,  is 
also  one  of  its  most  important.  y^ 

The  program,  which  is  funded  in  part  by 
the  Shell  Finish  Line  Golf  Tournament  held  each 
year  at  Homecoming,  awards  scholarships  to  the  children  and  grand- 
children of  Southern  Miss  graduates  who  are  active  members  of  the 
Alumni  Association. 

In  2005,  five  $1,000  scholarships  were  awarded  from  a  pool 
of  22  applicants.  The  recipients,  all  members  of  the  2005  fresh- 
man class,  were  chosen  based  on  their  academic  performance, 
extracurricular  activities  and  community  involvement.  The  recipi- 
ents were  Lucas  James  Davis  of  Petal,  Lauren  Ashley  Farrar  of 
Hattiesburg,  Melissa  Marie  Lang  of  Daphne,  Ala.,  Cassie  Ann  May 
of  Mendenhall  and  Lauren  Lee  Williams  of  Magee.  The  scholar- 
ship winners  had  an  average  grade  point  average  of  3.82. 


HALL  OF  FAME 
HONORS  SEVEN 

A  national  news  anchor,  a 
state  Senator,  an  Entergy  exec- 
utive and  two  past  presidents 
of  the  Alumni  Association  were 
among  seven  new  inductees 
to  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Alumni  Hall  of 
Fame  this  Homecoming. 

Natalie  Allen,  an  anchor  for 
MSNBC;  Sally-Ann  Roberts 
Craft,  co-host  of  Eyewitness 
Morning  News  in  New  Orleans;  Entergy  Corporation  Vice  President  Curt  Hebert 
Jr;  Rex  Kelly,  the  Association's  immediate  past  president;  state  Sen.  Tom  King;  Bo 
Morgan,  author  of  "Dearly  Bought,  Deeply  Treasured:  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi,  1912-1987;"  and  entrepreneur  Al  Gordy  were  inducted  during  cer- 
emonies held  Oct.  14  in  Hattiesburg.  The  seven  brought  the  Hall's  total  member- 
ship to  200.  The  initial  Hall  of  Fame  class  was  inducted  in  1987. 

Each  year  at  Homecoming,  the  Alumni  Association  honors  seven  alumni 
with  induction  into  the  Hall  of  Fame  and  recognizes  the  volunteer  service 
of  many  others  at  the  Annual  Awards  Brunch  and  Business  Meeting. 


^    More  information  concerning  the  Alumni  Association's  various 
awards  programs  are  available  at 
www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 
Awards/Scholarships 
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FIIMANCIALPOSITIONANDBUDGET 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Assoociation  is  a  501(c)3  not-for-profit  corporation  chartered  under  the  laws  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi  in  1955  by  then  Executive  Secretary  Powell  G.  Ogletree.  As  of  June  30,  2005,  the  conclusion  of  the  2004-2005  Fiscal 
Year,  the  Alumni  Association  reported  total  assets  of  $3,419,242  and  a  total  membership  of  approximately  16,000.  The  16,000  members 
represent  18  percent  of  the  University's  88,400  alumni-of- record.  According  to  the  Council  of  Alumni  Association  Executives,  the  national 
average  of  alumni  participation  in  the  leading  alumni  associations  in  the  country  is  approximately  19  percent. 


STATEMENT  OF 


Assets 


Current  Assets 

Investments 

Total  Property  and  Equipment 
Total  Assets 


Liabilities 

455,317    ;    Total  Current  Liabilities S  143,692 

2,932,143        Noncurrent  Liabilities  (Deferred  Revenue) S  1,255,003 

31,782        Total  Unrestricted  Net  Assets S  2.020.547 

3,419,242        Total  Liabilities  and  Net  Assets S  3,419,242 


STATEMENT  OF  ACTIVITIES  FOR 

JUNE  30,  2005 


Unrestricted  Net  Assets 

J  Contributed  Support  $  491 .21 5  (43.2%) 
J  Membership  Revenue  $  252,907  (22.3%) 
J  Investment  Income  $21 9,41 7  [19.3%) 
3)  Royalty  Income  $  100,439  [8.8%) 
3|  Event  Revenue  $  38.981  [3.4%] 
J  Auxiliary  Revenue  $  33,225  [2.9%] 

Total  revenue,  gains  and  other  support 
$1,136,184 


Income  and  Support 
J  Contributed  Supports  510,000  (38.6%) 
u|  Membership  Revenue  $  263,000  (19.9%) 
j  Investment  Income  $  304,000  (23.0%) 
U  Royalty  Income  $  155,000(11.7%) 
J  Event  Revenue  $  53,000  (4.0%) 
^j  Auxiliary  Revenue  $  35,000  (2-7::) 

Total  income  and  other  support 
$  1,320,000 


Expenses 

Program  Services  $  897,346  [80.1% 

General  and  Administrative  $  1 1 7,096  (1 0.5%) 

Membership  Development  $  99,900  (8.9%) 

Auxiliary  Expenses  $  5,848  (0.5%; 


Total  expenses 
$1,120,130 


Expenses 

Program  Services  $  1,017,000  [77.1%]  j 

General  and  Administrative  $  147,000  (1  1.1%]  j 

Membership  Development  $  93,000  (7.1%)  ■) 

Auxiliary  Expenses  $  3,000  (0.2%)  j 

Contingency  $  60,000  (4.5%)  B| 


Total  expenses 
$1,320,000 


MEMBERSH 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association  is  comprised  of  members  from  all  50  states  and  numerous  countries  outside  of 
the  United  States.  Its  15,950  members  are  residents  of  the  states  below. 


Outside  of  the  United  States  -  53 


Continuous  years  of  membership 

Number  of  years  Number  of  Members 

0-4  6,638 

5-9  2,528 

10-14  1,243 

15-10  1136 

20-24  1,001 

25  and  more 


The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association 


118  College  Drive  #5013 

Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001 

Tel:  601.266.5013 

Fax:  601.266.4214 

alumni@usm.edu 

www.  S  outhernMiss  Alumni,  com 


FROM  CAMPUS  QUEEN  TO  KAPPA  DELTA  ROYALTY 


When  Bonnie 

Purvis  first  came  to 
Mississippi  Southern 
College  she  was  a 
virtual  unknown 
on  campus.  By  the 
time  she  graduated, 
she  was  likely  the 
most  popular  girl  m 
Hattiesburg.  Today, 
Bonnie  Purvis  Warren 
'63  is  one  of  Southern 
Miss'  most  active  and 
successful  alumni. 

"I  came  to  campus 
knowing  only  one  per- 
son," she  said.  "I  was 
a  Dixie  Darling  and  I 
pledged  Kappa  Delta 
and  through  both  of 
these  organizations  I 
have  made  friends  for  life.  1  always  take  pride  in  Southern  Miss. 
The  people  I  meet  through  the  University  all  have  the  same  mis- 
sion. They  want  the  University  to  foster  and  do  well  and  I'm  glad 
to  be  a  part  of  that.  I  am  always  proud  to  say  I'm  a  graduate  of 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi" 

In  June,  Warren  carried  her  dedication  to  her  sorority  and  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  to  the  national  level.  She  was 
elected  national  president  of  Kappa  Delta  sorority,  which  was 
founded  in  1897  at  State  Female  Normal  School  (now  Longwood 
University)  in  Farmville,  Va.  Today,  the  sorority  has  more  than 
190,000  members,  128  active  collegiate  chapters  and  489  char- 
tered alumnae  associations  nationwide.  She  also  serves  on  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Kappa  Delta  Foundation. 

As  national  president,  Warren  is  responsible  for  overseeing  the 
organization's  college  chapters  and  chartered  alumnae  associa- 
tions. She  travels  for  the  sorority  as  its  primary  ambassador.  "I 
serve  as  the  spokesperson  on  behalf  of  our  innovative  programs 
and  our  national  philanthropies,  which  include  Prevent  Child 
Abuse  America  and  the  Girl  Scouts  USA,"  she  said. 

Previously,  she  served  the  sorority  as  National  Panhellenic 
Conference  delegate,  national  director  of  pledge  education, 
regional  chapter  director  and  collegiate  province  president. 
Warren  has  also  served  as  chairman  of  the  chapter  advisory 
board  for  the  University's  Kappa  Delta  and  is  past  president  of 
the  Hattiesburg  Kappa  Delta  alumnae  group. 

While  at  Southern  Miss,  Warren  was  vice  president  of  the  Beta 
Sigma  chapter  of  Kappa  Delta.  She  was  elected  Homecoming 
Queen,  Miss  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  secretary  of  the 
student  body  and  a  freshman  favorite.  She  also  served  as  captain 
of  the  Dixie  Darlings. 


A  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni  Association  and  a  member  of  the 
Ogletree  House  Campaign  Committee,  Warren  is  as  devoted  to  the 
University  as  she  is  to  her  sorority. 

She  currently  serves  on  the  board  of  directors  for  the  USM 
Foundation  and  she  is  a  member  of  the  Eagle  Club.  Warren  was  the 
Southern  Miss  representative  and  past  chairman  of  the  Institutions 
of  Higher  Learning's  Inter-Alumni  Council,  which  is  a  group  of 
alumni  from  each  of  the  state's  eight  public  universities  and  colleges 
who  serve  as  advocates  for  the  entire  system.  She  has  previously 
served  on  the  board  of  directors  for  the  Alumni  Association. 

The  Association  honored  her  in  1984  with  the  Outstanding 
Service  Award,  in  1998  with  the  Continuous  Service  Award,  and 
in  1994  when  they  inducted  her  into  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame. 
Warren  is  a  founding  member  of  the  Circle  of  Champions  at 
Southern  Miss.  She  was  also  an  inaugural  inductee  to  the  Greek 
Hall  of  Fame  at  the  University. 

Warren  says  that  she  loves  supporting  the  University  because  it 
has  given  her  so  much.  Southern  Miss  holds  a  special  place  in  her 
heart  because  it  is  where  she  met  her  husband,  Lawrence,  president 
and  owner  of  Warren  Paving,  Inc . 

"I  met  my  husband  at  the  M-Club  Hall  of  Fame  Induction  ceremo- 
ny," she  said.  "I  was  there  to  see  my  cousin,  Jimmy  Havard  (a  football 
standout  from  1960  to  1962),  and  I  met  Lawrence.  The  spnngtime  at 
USM  and  the  M-Club  Hall  of  Fame  are  always  special  to  me  because 
that's  when  we  met." 

Warren  is  active  in  the  Hattiesburg  community  as  well.  She  current- 
ly serves  on  the  board  of  directors  for  Mississippi's  Miss  Hospitality 
Pageant,  for  which 
she  is  a  past  presi- 
dent. Previously, 
she  served  on  the 
board  of  direc- 
tors of  the  Boys 
and  Girls  Club,  the 
YMCA,  Hattiesburg 
Civic  Light  Opera 
and  the  United 
Way  of  Southeast 
Mississippi.  She  is 
also  a  past  president 
of  the  Hattiesburg 
Convention  and 
Visitors  Bureau. 
Also,  the  Area 
D  e  v  e  1  o  p  m  e  n  t 
Partnership  named 
her  the  outstanding  volunteer  of  Hattiesburg. 

The  Warren  family  resides  in  Hattiesburg.  Thev  have  four  children. 
Griff  Gleason  '91,  Missy  Warren  McGee  "90,  Stuart  Gleason  and 
Stephen  Warren.  They  also  have  seven  grandchildren,  with  an  eighth 
expected  in  March. 
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Lawrence  and  Bonnie  Warren  pose  outside  the  Kappa  Delta 
sorority  national  headquarters  with  their  dog  Wink. 
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Funds  Scholarships  to 

By  Daphne  Alford 

Southern  Miss  alumnus  James  V  "Robbie"  Robinson  Jr.  had  to 
plow  with  a  mule  and  pick  cotton  during  his  early  school  years. 
That's  just  a  portion  of  Robinsons  struggles  that  motivated  him  to 
help  ease  the  tuition  cost  for  five  freshmen  to  enroll  in  Southern 
Miss'  College  of  Education  and  Psychology  this  semester  with 
$2,000  scholarships. 

"Lots  of  people  know  what  it  means  to  want  an  education  and 
not  have  the  resources  to  make  it  happen,"  said  Dr.  W  Lee  Pierce, 
dean  of  the  College  of  Education  and  Psychology.  "Robbie  Robinson 
has  gone  a  great  step  forward  and  done  something  about  it.  His 
generosity  will  benefit  not  only  the  direct  scholarship  recipients  but 
the  counties  from  which  they  come,  the  state  of  Mississippi  and  the 
nation.  He  is  a  remarkable  person  and  one  the  College  of  Education 
and  Psychology  is  proud  to  claim  as  a  friend." 

Robinson  retired  from  the  University  of  Charleston  (S.C.), 
where  he  taught  for  21  years.  Before  a  teaching  career  transpired  in 
Robinsons  life,  there  was  always  work  involved  in  his  educational 
process.  He  was  born  in  a  log  cabin  near  Taylorsville  to  sharecrop- 
per parents  and  was  the  first  in  his  family  to  finish  high  school.  In 
the  summer  of  1950,  Robinson  hitchhiked  to  Hattiesburg  when 
he  couldn't  find  a  job  after  graduating  salutatorian  of  Magee  High 
School  in  1949. 

"There  were  no  student  loans  then,"  said  Robinson,  a  Hattiesburg 
resident.  "I  was  walking  on  Market  Street  by  the  old  Milner  Hotel. 
There  was  a  woman  inside  cleaning  vegetables.  I  told  her  I  wanted 
a  job  so  I  could  go  to  Southern.  She  gave  me  a  job  mopping  the 
floor  and  serving  as  a  busboy  and  cashier  and  said  I  could  have  a 
cheap  room  in  the  hotel." 

Thus  began  Robinson's  academic  career  at  Southern  Miss.  He 
worked  at  the  hotel  for  a  couple  of  years  and  any  jobs  he  could 
get  on  campus  to  pay  his  way  through  school. 

Robinson  graduated  in  1954  from  Mississippi  Southern 
College,  now  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  with  a 


Help  Hometown  Freshmen 


bachelors  degree 
in  history.  He 
joined  the  U.S. 
Air  Force  and 
served  in  Korea, 
Japan  and  other 
posts,  being  dis- 
charged 90  days 
early  in  fall  1957 
to  attend  gradu- 
ate school  at  Ole 
Miss.  Again,  he 
worked  his  way 
through   school, 
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Robbie  Robinson  enjoys  time  with  Koko,  his  Akita. 


this  time  with  the  help  of  the  GI  Bill.  After  he  earned  his  masters, 
he  received  a  scholarship  and  went  on  to  obtain  his  doctorate  in 
psychology  at  Ole  Miss. 

Although  Robinson  now  lives  in  Hattiesburg,  he  still  takes  an 
active  interest  in  his  hometown  of  Magee.  In  an  effort  to  continue 
educational  developments  of  high  school  students  in  Simpson 
and  Smith  counties,  scholarships  are  awarded  to  seniors  who 
have  a  desire  to  pursue  a  degree  in  the  College  of  Education  and 
Psychology  at  Southern  Miss. 

First  recipients  of  the  James  V  Robinson  Jr.  Simpson  /  Smith 
County  Scholarship  Program  are  Zachary  Holifield  of  Taylorsville  High 
School,  Brooke  Ann  Robinson  of  Mize  High  School,  Delwyn  Fewell  of 
Mendenhall  High  School  and  Kemiaya  K.  Jackson  and  Anna  W  Morris, 
both  of  Magee  High  School.  To  qualify  for  this  scholarship,  the  students 
were  required  to  graduate  from  a  high  school  in  Simpson  or  Smith 
County  with  a  2.5  grade  point  average  or  above  and  submit  a  written 
essay  about  their  goals  in  the  area  of  education  or  psychology 

"I've  been  in  higher  education,"  said  Robinson.  "I  feel  that  with 
these  scholarships,  I'll  always  be  in  higher  education." 


Give  to  the  Hurricane  Katrina  Relief  Fund  for  Southern  Miss 

On  August  29,  2005,  many  students,  faculty  and  staff  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  were  affected  by 
the  catastrophic  events  of  Hurricane  Katrina.  Since  both  Hattiesburg  and  Gulf  Park  campuses  reopened  for  classes,  about 
1,500  students  to  date  have  been  forced  to  withdraw  from  our  University  due  to  a  variety  of  reasons.  More  than  450  enrolled 
students  have  registered  with  the  Office  of  Student  Affairs  for  assistance,  and  128  employees  at  our  Gulf  Park  campus  were 
left  homeless. 

Now  three  months  after  Hurricane  Katrina,  the  Southern  Miss  family  still  needs  your  support.  Please  help  provide 
financial  assistance  to  eligible  hurricane  victims  who  have  been  displaced  or  whose  lives  have  been  disrupted  or  even  devas- 
tated. In  conjunction  with  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association,  the  USM  Foundation  has  created  the  Hurricane  Katrina 
Relief  Fund  for  Southern  Miss  to  assist  those  students,  faculty  and  staff  with  recovery  efforts. 

The  USM  Foundation  is  grateful  for  your  contribution.  Please  make  checks  payable  to  the  USM  Foundation. 
Donations  may  be  mailed  to  The  USM  Foundation,  118  College  Drive  #10026,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001  or  given  online 
at  www.usm.edu/foundation.   For  more  information,  please  call  (601)  266-5602  or  1-888-448-3876. 

We  come  to  you  for  your  continued  support.  The  watermark  is  our  beloved  Friendship  Oak  located  at  the  front  of 
our  Gulf  Park  campus  in  Long  Beach.  It  continues  to  stand  strong  and  resilient  after  Hurricane  Katrina.  With  your  help,  the 
Southern  Miss  family  will  recover  from  this  devastating  storm  and  will  be  bigger  and  better  than  before. 


Dr.  Shelby  F.  Thames,  President 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 


Robert  Toy  McLaughlin,  President 
The  USM  Foundation 
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Heritage  Vision  Partners  with 

Center  to  Assist  Special  Needs  Children 


This  past  June  marked  the  beginning  of  a  partnership  that  impacted 
the  lives  of  children  with  special  needs  at  the  Children's  Center  for 
Communication  and  Development  at  Southern  Miss. 

Heritage  Vision  Center's  President  Kevin  Harrison  of  Hattiesburg 
presented  a  $1,500  check  to  co-director  Margaret  Buttross- 
Brinegar  for  the  center's  resource  loan  library.  The  resource  library 
loans  adaptive  communication  devices,  books,  videos,  toys  as  well 
as  adaptive  furniture  and  equipment  to  families  and  teachers  with 
special  needs  children.  This  donation  is  earmarked  to  purchase  a 
computer,  adaptive  keyboards,  screens  and  software  specifically 
designed  for  toddlers  and  preschoolers. 

"Kevin  wanted  to  give  back  to  the  community,"  Brinegar  said. 
"We're  so  appreciative  to  Kevin  and  his  company  for  what  he  will 
provide  to  the  Children's  Center.  This  is  the  first  time  a  business 
has  offered  this  type  of  relationship.  He  sees  the  value  in  our  pro- 
gram and  in  our  children." 

The  computer  has  become  an  integral  tool  in  the  promotion 
of  pre-literacy  skills  in  early  education  settings  and  homes.  With 
modifications  made  possible  through  adaptive  technology,  the 
computer  enables  some  of  the  youngest  students  to  express  what 
they  think,  feel  and  learn. 

Cindy  Bivins,  special  instructor  with  the  Children's  Center,  said 


remarkable  things  can  happen  when  that  bndge  to  the  world  opens, 
which  allows  information  to  flow  in  both  directions. 

"For  some  young  children  with  developmental  disabilities,  espe- 
cially those  most  challenged  to  move  and  /  or  speak,  the  computer 
can  become  one  means  by  which  they  communicate,  interact  and  fully 
participate  in  educational  curricula,"  said  Bivins. 

Through  vision  wear  sales,  Harrison  also  pledged  S10  to  the 
Children's  Center  from  each  adult  frame  purchased  during  the 
month  of  July  and  pledged  an  additional  $10  for  ever)'  child's  frame 
he  sells  yearlong.  To  complete  the  partnership,  Harrison,  along  with 
local  ophthalmologist  Dr.  Ron  Mozingo,  will  conduct  free  eye  exams 
and  donate  free  prescription  eyewear  to  children  actively  enrolled  in 
the  Children's  Center. 

"1  will  be  giving  a  monthly  check  to  the  center  year-round,"  said 
Harrison,  a  1987  Southern  Miss  graduate.  "I  want  to  make  this  an 
annual  thing  and  plan  on  every  summer  for  one  month  to  donate 
money  for  all  adult  frames  purchased." 

Hentage  Vision  Center  also  has  donation  boxes  set  up  for  their 
customers  to  voluntarily  donate  money  that  will  go  directly  to  the 
Children's  Center. 

For  more  information  about  programs  at  the  CCCD,  please  call 
(601)  266-5222. 


Asbury  Foundation  Completes  $1  Million 
Commitment  for  Scholarship  Endowment 

By  Daphne  Alford 

The  Asbury  Foundation  of  Hattiesburg  Inc.  has  presented  a  $250,000  check 
to  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  to  complete  its  $1  million  pledge  for 
the  Asbury  Foundation  Scholarship  Endowment. 

"The  Asbury  Foundation  is  pleased  to  support  the  University  in  this  manner,"  said 
Bill  Ray,  CEO  and  president  of  the  Asbury  Foundation  of  Hattiesburg.  "This  scholar- 
ship endowment  is  in  keeping  with  our  foundation's  mission  of  improving  the  physi- 
cal, mental  and  spiritual  health  of  the  individuals  in  the  area  we  serve." 

Students  from  Covington,  Jeff  Davis,  Forrest,  Jones,  Lamar,  Marion  and 
Perry  counties  who  enter  or  are  currently  enrolled  at  Southern  Miss  are  eligible 
for  scholarship  consideration.  Based  on  endowment  earnings,  scholarships 
range  from  partial  to  full  tuition  for  qualifying  students. 

The  DuBard  School  for  Language  Disorders,  the  Doris  Miller  Endowed  Nursing 
Scholarship,  the  Institute  for  Learning  Retirement  and  the  Distinguished  Professorship 
in  Nursing  are  also  among  Asbury's  previous  commitments  to  Southern  Miss. 

"We  greatly  appreciate  Mr.  Bill  Ray  and  the  Asbury  Foundation  board  for  then- 
support  of  Southern  Miss,"  said  Dr.  Shelby  F  Thames,  president  of  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi.  "Many  Pine  Belt  students  will  be  able  to  pursue  higher  educa- 
tion opportunities  in  the  College  of  Health  because  of  Asbury's  generosity  and  their 
belief  in  investing  in  our  community's  future  through  education." 

Since  the  establishment  of  this  endowment  in  2002,  four  students  have  been 
awarded  scholarships.  They  include  Mary  Anna  McManus  and  Paul  Tynes,  both 
of  Petal,  Christopher  Marshal  of  Taylorsville  and  Sandra  McLaurin  of  Collins. 

A  private  grant-making  organization,  the  Asbury  Foundation  of  Hattiesburg 
provides  financial  resources  and  assistance  in  developing  healthy  communities 
in  Hattiesburg  and  surrounding  counties.  The  foundation,  created  in  1984  and 
reallocated  in  1997  after  the  sale  of  Methodist  Hospital  of  Hattiesburg  Inc. 
and  Wesley  Health  Systems,  is  committed  to  improve  the  physical,  mental  and 
spiritual  health  of  south  Mississippi  residents. 

The  Asbury  Foundation  of  Hattiesburg  Inc.  has  a  cumulative  giving  record 
of  $1.96  million  to  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  since  1999. 


NEW  HONOR  CLUB  MEMBERS 
THROUGH  OCTOBER  31,  2005 


PRESIDENTS  CIRCLE 

BILLY  AND  BRENDA  WALKER,  Ocean  Springs,  Mississippi 

CORPORATE  ASSOCIATES  FOR  EXCELLENCE 

HATTIESBURG  AMERICAN,  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

HAWORTH  INC..  Milton,  Florida 

ROTARY  CLUB  OF  HATTIESBURG.  Hattiesburg.  Mississippi 

ASSOCIATES  FOR  EXCELLENCE 

DR.  BEVERLY  DALE,  Los  Altos,  California 

DR.  BRADLEY  GREEN.  Purvis,  Mississippi 

CURT  AND  VIRGINIA  HEBERT  Mandeville,  Louisiana 

DAPHNE  M.  LANCASTER.  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

WANDA  S.  MAULDING,  Sumrall,  Mississippi 

K1RBY  \Y  MANNING.  Ocala,  Florida 

MR.  AND  MRS.  E.  KELTON  MORRIS.  Memphis,  rennessee 

DR.  KATHERINE  E.  NUGENT,  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

WILLIAM  R.  PHYLEN.  Scottsdale,  Arizona 

GERALD  A.  AND  DR.  SHARON  E  ROUSE,  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

NATHAN  D.  TUDOR.  BlytheviHe,  Arkansas 

CHRIS  AND  SANDRA  WINSTEAD,  Hattiesbuig,  Mississippi 


The  USM  Foundation  Honor  Club  was  established  in  198  .   ae  ihe  giving  lev- 

els— Presidents  Circle,  Heritage  Society  and  Associates  for  Excellence — 
individual  donors.  A  fourth  giving  level,  the  Gallery  of  Benefix     •      - 
m  recognition  ol  donors  who  tunc  .1  aunul.uive  giving recon       v 
Foi  more  information  on  membership  . 
io01 )  266-5602  or  1  -888-448-3876  or  visit  wwwusm  edu  foundation. 
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GOLDENEAGLES 


THE  NEWEST  KING  OF  THE  HILL 

Like  many,  Bret  Boyles  '95  had  childhood  dreams  that  one  day 
he  would  become  president.  His  ambition  has  served  him 
well.  Boyles,  now  32,  is  Sen.  Trent  Lott's  new  chief  of  staff, 
a  post  that  places  him  in  charge  of  close  to  40  staffers  in  the  former 
majority  leaders  Washington  and  Mississippi  offices. 

As  chief  of  staff,  Boyles  serves  as  political  adviser  to  Lott.  He  also 
is  required  to  keep  track  of  the  issues  that  come  before  Congress 
each  year.  The  office  of  a  senator  is  constantly  busy.  There  are  meet- 
ings and  phone  calls  to  field  from  municipal  leaders,  presidents  of 
universities  and  constituents  from  across  the  state,  not  to  mention 
the  press.  The  job  entails  Boyles  often  work  f  2-hour  days.  Never 
mind  the  hours  he  logs  at  home  as  husband  to  wife  Kristy  '97  and 
father  to  newborn  son  Parker  Evans  Boyles.  Add  to  it  that  Boyles' 
first  day  of  work  was  Aug.  30,  the  day  after  Hurricane  Katrina  made 
landfall  on  Mississippi's  coast,  affecting  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
the  senator's  constituents. 

It  was  a  challenging  welcome  certainly,  but  the  pressure  and 
long  hours  have  not  deterred  Boyles.  He  says  he  is  enjoying  his 
new  position. 

"I  love  my  new  job,"  he  said.  "1  love  it  because  every  day  there  is 
something  new  to  deal  with,  some  new  problem  that  we  get  to  fix 
and  help  Mississippians  while  we're  doing  it." 

To  Washington  insiders,  the  selection  of  Boyles  as  Lott's  chief  of 
staff  was  a  bit  of  a  surprise  considering  his  relatively  young  age. 
Boyles  replaced  political  veteran  William  Gottshall. 

While  he  cannot  match  Gottshall's  experience,  Boyles  has  proven 
his  ability  as  an  adviser  guiding  Lott's  political  action  committee, 
the  New  Republican  Majority  Fund,  and  assisting  in  the  senator's 
re-election  campaign. 

Although  he  holds  an  important  position  today,  Boyles  started 
his  career  in  Washington  as  an  intern  in  Lott's  office.  After  gradu- 
ating with  a  degree  in  economic  development,  Boyles  drove  to 
Washington  to  work  in  the  senator's  mail  room.  He  has  remained  in 
the  nations  capital  ever  since. 

Impressed  with  Boyles'  loyalty  and  ambition,  Lott  tapped  Boyles  as 
a  consultant  for  his  re-election  campaign.  He  served  as  deputy  chief  of 
staff  before  being  chosen  to  lead  the  New  Republican  Majority  Fund, 
which  raises  money  to  support  Republican  candidates. 

In  September  2004,  Boyles  started  The  Principles  Strategies 
group,  a  campaign-consulting  firm,  in  Washington.  He  pushed 
that  venture  to  the  side,  however,  when  Lott  called  and  asked  him 


Bret  and  Kristy  Boyles  call  Washington  D.C.  home,  but  are  fond  of  their  Hat- 
tiesburg  roots. 

to  come  back  and  serve  as  his  new  chief  of  staff.  He  couldn't  resist 
working  with  Lott  again. 

"I  love  working  for  Sen.  Lott  for  several  reasons,"  Boyles'  said. 
"After  so  many  years  in  politics,  his  focus  is  still  where  it  has  been 
from  the  beginning.  When  he  meets  with  other  lawmakers  and 
businesses,  he  always  asks,  What  are  we  doing  for  Mississippians 
today?'  I  really  admire  his  focus.  He  wants  stuff  done  for  Mississippi 
and  Mississippians,  and  he  wants  it  done  as  soon  as  possible." 

Boyles  also  enjoys  working  in  Lott's  office  because  he  gets  to 
speak  with  Mississippi's  movers  and  shakers  on  a  daily  basis. 

"Today  we  have  officials  from  Simpson  County  in  for  a  meeting," 
Boyles  said.  "Most  people  in  Mississippi  have  no  idea  what's  going 
on  in  other  counties,  and  I  love  that  I  get  to  see  people  from  all 
across  the  state.  We  hear  firsthand  from  everyone  in  the  state,  and 
they  let  us  know  what  they  need,  and  we  try  to  help  them." 

It  is  more  than  apparent  that  Lott  sees  Boyles  as  an  asset  to 
his  office. 

"Bret  brings  to  my  chief  of  staff's  position  solid  administrative  and 
political  energy  gleaned  from  coming  up  through  the  ranks  in  my 
senate  office,"  Lott  said.  "His  strong  education  credentials  in  eco- 
nomic development  and  commitment  to  our  state  will  be  invaluable 
to  me  in  furthering  my  commitment  to  bring  new  industries  and 
jobs  to  Mississippi." 
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GOVERNMENT 


Boyles  quips  that  he  has  put  aside  those  childhood  dreams  of  the 
Oval  Office,  suggesting  that  he  does  not  have  any  political  ambi- 
tions of  his  own  at  the  moment.  Rather,  Boyles  says  he  is  content 
working  in  the  senators  office  as  a  staffer  and  not  as  a  politician. 

While  he's  proven  his  loyalty  to  Lott  over  the  years,  he  routinely 
reaffirms  his  Golden  Eagle  roots,  even  when  in  the  presence  of  one 
of  Ole  Miss'  most  notable  alums,  Lott.  Sure  the  nations  capital  may 
be  where  he  lives  and  works,  but  Hattiesburg  will  always  be  home. 
A  native  of  Hattiesburg,  he  is  a  third  generation  graduate  of  the 
University.  Both  his  father,  Mark,  a  1973  graduate  of  the  institution 
and  the  associate  director  for  the  Associations  Internal  Operations, 
and  his  grandfather  are  graduates. 

"I  try  to  make  it  home  for  as  many  football  games  as  I  can,"  he 
said.  'And  of  course  I  come  home  and  see  my  family.  Hattiesburg 
and  USM  will  always  be  my  home  no  matter  where  I  am." 

Boyles  credits  Southern  Miss  with  teaching  him  a  number  of 
important  lessons.  As  a  student,  he  was  president  of  the  Inter- 
Fraternity  Council  and  worked  with  the  Student  Government. 

A  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni  Association,  Boyles  has  also  been 
an  active  fund-raiser  for  the  USM  Foundation,  helping  to  procure 
funds  for  the  Trent  Lott  Center  for  Economic  Development,  cur- 
rently being  built  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 

The  Boyles  family  resides  in  Arlington,  Va. 


Photo  courtesy  of  Gannett  News  Service 
Southern  Miss  alumnus  Bret  Boyles  is  Sen.  Trent  Lott's  new  chief  of  staff. 
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ACT  TWO: 


MCNELIS,  EUSTACHY 
ENTER  SECOND  SEASONS 


A  number  of  question  marks  faced  mens  basketball  coach 
Larry  Eustachy  as  he  entered  his  first  season  at  Southern  Miss  a 
year  ago.  The  former  national  coach  of  the  year  had  been  out 
of  basketball  for  a  year;  his  Golden  Eagle  squad  was  coming  off 
its  third  straight  losing  season;  and  attendance  at  Reed  Green 
Coliseum  was  declining  as  well. 

The  answers,  the  new  coach  assured  fans  would  come,  albeit  it 
likely  not  quickly.  Southern  Miss  finished  1 1-17  in  2004-2005,  but 
he  suggests  this  years  team  will  display  signs  of  improvement. 

"We  want  to  have  a  great  basketball  team  now,  but  those  things 
take  time,"  Eustachy  said.  "Unfortunately,  you  can't  make  a  great 
team  just  like  that.  We  are  a  lot  further  now  than  we  were  a  year 
ago,  a  100  percent  further.  The  problem  is  that  we  still  aren't  close 
to  where  we  need  to  be." 

Only  four  players  return  to  the  team,  three  of  whom  played 
considerable  minutes  last  season.  But  things  may  not  be  what  they 
appear.  True,  the  Golden  Eagles'  roster  contains  a  number  of  new 
faces  with  incoming  junior  college  and  high  school  players  outnum- 


The  Golden  Eagles  finished  11-17  in  Larry  Eustachy's  first  season. 


bering  the  quartet  of  returnees,  but  the  current  edition  of  Southern 
Miss  players  is  a  better  fit  for  the  Eustachy  system  the  coach  sug- 
gests. In  other  words,  the  roster  contains  more  players  who  are 
better  able  to  compete  athletically  and  mentally  on  the  Division  I 
level.  The  test,  however,  will  come  as  the  Golden  Eagles  face  their 
Conference  USA  foes  later  this  season. 

"We  think  we  will  be  bigger,  taller  and  more  athletic.  We  think  we 
should  be  tougher  mentally  and  physically,"  Eustachy  said.  "But  it's 
the  same  old  deal;  you  won't  actually  know  the  answers  until  you 
coach  the  players." 

In  the  front  court,  both  senior  Jason  Forte  (6-foot-5,  220  pounds) 
and  redshirt-junior  Mildon  Ambres  (6-6,  210)  are  back  on  the  ros- 
ter, while  guards  Jarekus  Singleton  (6-3,  210)  and  Tyler  Quinn  (6-3, 
170)  also  return  to  the  team.  Two  junior  college  newcomers,  Travis 
Hall  (5-10,  180)  and  Kyle  Lamonte  (6-3,  181)  and  two  incom- 
ing freshmen,  Courtney  Beasley  (6-3,  220)  and  Craig  Craft  (6-3, 
170),  figure  into  the  backcourt  mix,  while  junior  college  standouts 
David  Cornwell  (6-8,  225),  Kendaris  Pelton  (6-6,  200)  and  Shaun 
Simpson  (6-8,  240)  and  one  incoming  freshman,  Donatas  Visockis 
(6-10,  215),  will  attempt  to  find  spots  in  the  rotation  at  the  forward 
and  center  positions. 

"The  way  to  improve  any  program  is  to  add  good  players  to  it," 
Eustachy  said.  "Last  year,  we  literally  had  a  brand  new  team.  There 
are  a  lot  of  the  same  similarities  this  year,  but  with  that  we  have  been 
able  to  research  players  more  and  find  out  whether  or  not  they  have 
what  it  takes  to  be  successful." 

While  Eustachy  is  not  promising  a  team  that  resembles  the  Iowa 
State  squads  that  he  coached  to  three  NCAA  Tournament  appear- 
ances (one  that  reached  the  Elite  Eight),  he  is  certain  expectations 
have  increased  from  a  year  ago. 

"There  is  no  question  that  there  will  be  more  demanded  from  us 
this  season,"  Eustachy  said.  "Every  year  that  you  are  with  a  program, 
you  hope  that  you  can  do  more." 

The  McNelis  Era  Continues 

By  now,  the  process  of  rebuilding  a  basketball  program  must  seem 
routine  for  alumna  Joye  Lee-McNelis  '84.  As  an  assistant  coach  for 
Southern  Miss  from  1986  to  1991,  she  helped  guide  a  12-16  team 
during  the  1987-1988  season  to  a  26-5  team  the  very  next  year. 
After  becoming  the  head  coach  of  Memphis  in  199 1 ,  it  took  only  three 
seasons  to  post  a  winning  mark  at  that  school.  Eight  years  later,  the 
school  had  posted  eight  additional  winning  seasons. 

Consequently,  forgive  the  second-year  head  coach  of  the  Southern 
Miss  Lady  Eagles  if  she  appears  undaunted  by  her  current  task.  While 
her  first  Southern  Miss  squad  finished  9-19  in  2004-2005,  McNelis, 
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a  guard  for  the  Lady 
Eagles  from  1980  to 
1984,  can  call  upon 
past  experience. 

"I  believe  that  the 
competition  we'll  face, 
overall,  will  be  a  real 
challenge  for  us,"  she 
said.  "But  at  the  same 
time  1  think  our  team 
will  be  able  to  compete 
and  take  a  step  in  the 
nght  direction.  We'll 
definitely  be  a  much 
improved  team  over 
last  year." 

The  team  returns 
five  players  to  the  ros- 
ter, including  Kelsey 
Gurganus,  Hallie  Prest, 
Shannon  Stueber,  Emer 
Foley  and  Liz  Biland,  all 
of  whom  found  plenty 
of  playing  time  on  the 
court  last  season  as 
freshmen.  As  the  veter- 
ans of  the  program,  the 


Joye  Lee-McNelis  will  coach  another  young  group 
of  Lady  Eagles  this  season. 


sophomores  will  be  expected  to  anchor  the  team.  However,  Foley, 
who  showed  flashes  as  a  team  leader  as  last  season  progressed,  will 
miss  the  season  to  injury 

The  team  welcomes  six  newcomers  for  the  2005-2006  season, 
including  guard  Ashley  Boehnel  of  Kiln,  guard  Kristin  Chaney  of 
Little  Rock,  guard  Amber  Eugene  of  St.  Rosa,  La.,  guard  Ashley 
Harrell  of  El  Dorado,  Ark.,  center  Rachael  Manuel  of  Grayslake,  111., 
and  forward  Kendra  Reed  of  Bay  St.  Louis. 

"We're  going  to  have  one  junior,  four  sophomores  and  the  rest 
of  the  team  will  be  freshmen,"  McNelis  said.  "So  we  will  be  a  very 
young  team  once  again,  but  I  think  that's  expected  when  you  have  a 
change  in  coaching  staff.  It  happens  because  you've  got  to  get  play- 
ers who  fit  your  system,  fit  your  philosophy  and  have  the  same  will 
to  win  and  passion  that  you  do.  I  truly  believe  that  the  players  who 
we  have  on  our  team  right  now  are  in  the  process  of  learning  what 
passion  and  commitment  is  all  about." 

While  youth  remains  an  issue,  size  will  be  as  well  in  2005-2006. 
The  Lady  Eagles  will  set  out  to  prove  that  size  doesn't  matter,  as 
the  team  features  only  two  players  more  than  six  feet  tall  (Biland 
and  Manuel).  Instead,  this  year's  team  will  combat  taller  teams  with 
versatility,  speed  and  athleticism. 

"We're  going  to  run  a  lot  of  four-guard  sets  this  year,"  McNelis 
said.  "Other  than  Liz  (6-foot-2)  and  Rachael  (6-2),  everybody  else 
is  less  than  six  feet  tall.  As  a  result,  we're  going  to  play  an  up-tempo 
game  to  take  advantage  of  our  speed  and  athleticism." 

"The  one  thing  about  this  team  that  makes  it  unique  is  its 
versatility,"  she  added.  "We  have  players  who  can  play  point 
guard  and  who  also  can  play  the  wing.  We  have  some  who 
can  play  the  wing  and  also  play  in  the  post.  I  believe  if  you 
combine  those  three  adjectives,  versatility,  youth  and  talent, 
we  will  have  an  exciting  team  this  season." 


Men's  Basketball  C-USA  Schedule 

Date        Opponent           Location             Time 

01/11/06 

Tulane 

Reed  Green  Coliseum 

7  p.m. 

01/14/06 

at  Tulsa 

Tulsa,  Okla. 

4:30  p.m. 

01/18/06 

at  Houston 

Houston,  Texas 

7  p.m. 

01/21/06 

Memphis 

Reed  Green  Coliseum 

4  p.m. 

01/25/06 

Rice 

Reed  Green  Coliseum 

7  p.m. 

'    01/28/06 

atUAB 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

8:30  p.m. 

02/04/06 

atSMU 

Dallas,  Texas 

8  p.m. 

02/08/06 

UCF 

Reed  Green  Coliseum 

7  p.m. 

02/11/06 

UTEP 

Reed  Green  Coliseum 

4  p.m. 

\    02/14/06 

at  Memphis 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

7  p.m. 

02/18/06 

UAB 

Reed  Green  Coliseum 

2  p.m. 

02/25/06 

at  Marshall 

Huntington,  W.  Va. 

7  p.m. 

03/01/06 

at  Tulane 

New  Orleans,  La. 

7  p.m. 

03/04/06 

East  Carolina 

Reed  Green  Coliseum 

4  p.m. 

Women's  Basketball  C-USA  Schedule 

Date         Opponent             Location             Time 

12/31/05 

at  UCF 

Orlando,  Fla. 

1  p.m. 

01/06/06 

at  Rice 

Houston,  Texas 

7  p.m. 

01/08/06 

at  Houston 

Houston,  Texas 

2  p.m. 

01/13/06 

UTEP 

Reed  Green  Coliseum 

7  p.m. 

01/15/06 

Tulane 

Reed  Green  Coliseum 

2  p.m. 

01/20/06 

East  Carolina 

Reed  Green  Coliseum 

7  p.m. 

01/22/06 

Marshall 

Reed  Green  Coliseum 

2  p.m. 

01/27/06 

at  UAB 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

7  p.m. 

01/29/06 

at  Memphis 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

2  p.m. 

02/04/06 

UCF 

Reed  Green  Coliseum 

5  p. in. 

02/06/06 

atSMU 

Dallas,  Texas 

7  p.m. 

02/10/06 

Tulsa 

Reed  Green  Coliseum 

7  p.m. 

02/17/06 

Memphis 

Reed  Green  Coliseum 

7  p.m. 

02/19/06 

UAB 

Reed  Green  Coliseum 

2  p.m. 

02/24/06 

at  East  Carolina 

Greenville.  N.C. 

6  p.m. 

02/26/06 

at  Marshall 

Huntington.  W.  Va. 

noon 
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SIGHTING 


FULL  COURT 

PREST 

She  may  be  far  from  home,  but  Hallie  Prest  is  making  the  best  of 
her  new  surroundings  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

A  walk-on  to  the  Lady  Eagle  basketball  team  and  a  star  in  the  class- 
room, Prest  has  made  the  adjustment  from  living  in  South  Dakota  to 
Mississippi  with  relative  ease. 

"We  have  an  amazing  international  studies  program,  warm 
weather  and  of  course  basketball,"  Prest  said.  "I'm  loving  USM. 
Its  a  different  culture  than  what  I  am  used  to,  but  it  makes  it 
challenging  and  fun." 

While  the  5-foot-9  guard  possesses  a  good  shooting  touch, 
her  misses  in  the  classroom  are  even  more  rare.  Prest,  a  native  of 
Brookings,  S.D.,  is  a  sophomore  international  studies  and  German 
language  major  with  a  4.0  grade  point  average. 

Prest  was  recruited  by  Princeton  as  well  as  Southern  Miss.  At 
Brookings  High  School  she  averaged  10.0  points,  6.0  rebounds  and 
6.0  assists  per  game.  She  was  an  all  conference  selection,  named  to  the 
all-state  team,  chosen  as  her  teams  MVP  and  most  inspirational  player, 
named  the  Gatorade  Will  to  Win  Athlete  and  helped  her  team  win  the 
state  championship  her  senior  year. 

Prest  suggests  her  decision  to  attend  Southern  Miss  is 
paying  dividends. 

"The  best  thing  about  playing  basketball  here  is  the  team,"  Prest 
said.  "When  things  get  hard,  I  know  they  are  going  to  be  there 
for  me.  The  bond  is  just  different  here,  its  stronger  than  the  bond 
you  find  in  other  groups;  we're  like  family." 

While  the  sophomore  has  yet  to  crack  the  Lady  Eagle  lineup  for  exten- 
sive minutes,  she  appeared  in  1 5  games  as  a  freshman.  Her  first  points  of 
the  season  came  on  back-to-back  three-point  shots  against  Marquette. 
Unfortunately,  injuries  have  sidelined  her  early  this  year  as  well. 

Nevertheless,  Prest  is  excited  about  being  a  part  of  this  basketball 
team  that  she  says  is  poised  for  a  bright  future  with  second  year 
coach  Joye  Lee-McNelis  '84  and  roster  comprised  almost  entirely  of 
freshmen  and  sophomores.  The  team  has  no  seniors  and  only  one 
junior,  a  transfer  from  East  Central  Community  College,  Kristin 
Chaney.  Last  season,  the  Lady  Eagles  finished  9-19. 

"Our  team  is  really  young,  but  we  are  building  and  the  next 
couple  of  years  are  going  to  be  amazing  to  watch,"  Prest  said. 
"We  have  a  lot  of  new  talent  and  our  returning  players  are  sea- 
soned. We  are  using  a  different  playing  style  because  we  are  a 
much  more  athletic  team.  It  will  be  faster  paced,  more  up  and 
down  the  court  and  full  court  defense.  Everyone  should  come 
out  and  watch  us  at  games." 

The  Lady  Eagles,  who  are  in  the  midst  of  their  non-confer- 
ence schedule,  open  Conference  USA  play  on  Dec.  31  at  Central 
Florida.  Their  C-USA  home  opener  is  scheduled  for  Jan.  13 
against  UTER 


Lady  Eagle  guard  Hallie  Prest  excels  as  a  student  in  the  classroom  and  as  a 
three-point  shooter. 


Introduces  an  exclusive  offer 

Brett  Favre 

* 


?    %# 


This  26"  x  19"  Giclee  print  on  acid  free  paper  uses  pigment  based  archival 
inks.  The  limited  edition  print  is  numbered  and  signed  by  the  artist,  noted 
sports  illustrator  Jim  McQueen  '54.  The  prints  will  be  offered  exclusively 
by  Art  with  Flair  through  December  31,  2005,  for  prices  of  $250  and  $100 
for  a  14"  x  10"  print. 

(pfwrrwall  &y>M'n//n<y  and  tsOwmina 

P.O.  Box  A  •  4870  Highway  589  •  Sumrall,  MS  39482 
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Football  Poised  for  Bowl  Berth 

■  With  just  two  games  remaining  in  the  regular  season,  the  Golden  Eagle 
football  team  was  poised  to  add  to  its  streak  of  1 1  straight  winning  seasons 
and  advance  to  a  bowl  game  for  the  fourth  season  in  a  row. 

At  5-4  overall  and  4-2  in  Conference  USA,  Southern  Miss  had  only  to 
pick  up  a  win  over  visiting  Memphis  or  Tulane  to  push  its  streak  of  non- 
losing  seasons  to  12. 

Through  nine  games,  quarterback  Dustin  Almond  was  leading  the 
Southern  Miss  offense,  connecting  on  160-of-293  passes  for  2,048 
yards  and  18  touchdowns  with  only  10  interceptions.  In  a  27-24  loss 
to  Houston  in  game  nine,  Almond  became  the  school's  third  all-time 
leading  passer  with  6,530  yards,  as  he  completed  23-of-45  passes  for 
295  yards  and  two  touchdowns.  He  passed  Lee  Roberts,  who  had  6,289 
passing  yards  during  his  career  from  1995  to  1998. 

Sophomore  running  back  Larry  Thomas  led  Southern  Miss  ball  carriers 
with  606  yards  and  four  touchdowns  on  the  year,  while  four  receivers  had 
caught  more  than  20  passes.  Anthony  Perine  had  a  team-high  25  receptions, 
while  Antwon  Courington  was  second  with  24  catches  despite  playing  only 

five  games  prior  to  a  season- 
ending  injury.  Josh  Barnes 
added  22  catches  and  tight 
end  Shawn  Nelson  had  20 
grabs  through  nine  games. 

On  defense,  linebacker 
Kevis  Coley  led  the  team 
with  112  tackles,  includ- 
ing a  team-high  five  sacks. 
Coley's  twin,  Trevis,  was 
second  on  the  team  with 
Quarterback  Dustin  Almond  has  moved  up  the  Uni-  yc)  tackles  and  had  a  team- 
versity's  career  passing  charts  as  the  season  has    .... 

progressed.  leading  three  interceptions. 


Soccer's  Stephens  Named  ESPN  The 
Magazine  Academic  All-District 

■  Soccer  senior  Micah  Stephens  was  named  to 
the  ESPN  The  Magazine  Academic  All-District 
VI  first  team. 

She  becomes  the  soccer  program's  fourth 
selection  to  the  first  team,  joining  Souhaila 
McReynolds  and  Ashleigh  DeHuff  in  2000  and 
Lauren  Prewitt  in  2004.  In  all.  Southern  Miss  has 
had  eight  Academic  All-District  selections. 
Stephens  had  a  career  year  in  2005,  ranking  sec- 
stephens  ond  on  the  team  with  five  goals,  while  leading  die 

team  with  six  assists  and  16  points.  She  ended  her  career  third  all-time  in 
assists  (13),  tied  for  fifth  in  assists  per  match  (0.20),  eighth  in  points  (29), 
seventh  in  goals  (eight),  second  in  minutes  played  (4,069)  and  tied  for  first 
in  matches  started  (63). 

The  Alvarado,  Texas,  native,  a  preseason  2005  Conference  USA 
Player  to  Watch,  began  her  senior  season  with  two  assists  and  two 
goals  against  Louisiana-Lafayette,  before  recording  the  12th  hat  trick 
in  school  history  against  Mississippi  Valley  State. 

Southern  Miss  ended  the  2005  season  with  a  4-9-2  overall  record, 
1-7-1  mark  in  Conference  USA. 


BUBBA  PHILLIPS  '51 
CHICAGO  WHITE  SOX 

It  was  a  banner  season  for  the  Chicago 
White  Sox  in  2005,  as  the  second  city's  second 
most  popular  team  won  the  World  Series  for 
the  first  time  in  more  than  75  years. 

While  that  last  title  preceded  the  Black 
Sox  scandal  of  1919,  the  last  Sox  team  to 
advance  to  the  World  Series  featured  a  former 
Mississippi  Southern  College  star. 

John  Melvin  "Bubba"  Phillips  played  for  the 
team  in  the  1959  World  Series,  won  by  the  Los 
Angeles  Dodgers,  four  games  to  two.  During 
that  1959  season,  Phillips  produced  100  hits 
and  five  home  runs. 

A  standout  on  both  the  baseball  and  football 
teams  at  Mississippi  Southern  College.  Phillips 
led  the  baseball  team  in  bus  in  1948  with  36 
and  was  a  Second  Team  Little  Ail-American 
and  team  captain  of  the  football  team  his  senior 
year  of  1950.  In  addition,  he  was  part  of  the  M- 
Clubs  inaugural  Hall  of  Fame  class  in  1965. 

Phillips"  career  with  the  White  Sox  began  in 
1956,  when  the  team  added  the  third  baseman 
and  occasional  outfielder  to  their  roster.  Phillips 
spent  four  seasons  with  the  White  Sox.  In  his 
10-year  career,  he  played  tor  the  Detroit  Tigers. 
Cleveland  Indians  and  the  While  Sox.  He  had 
835  career  hits.  62  of  which  were  home  runs. 
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ATHLETIC 


Southern  Miss  Receives  Prestigious  Halbrook  Awards 

■  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  has  been  recognized  with  a 
Halbrook  Award  by  the  State  Institution  of  Higher  Learning  for  graduating 
the  highest  percentage  of  male  athletes  in  the  state.  In  addition,  tennis'  David 
Canudas  and  golfs  Jennifer  Keefe  were  awarded  Halbrook  Certificates  for 
Academic  Achievement  among  athletes. 

Director  of  Athletics  Richard  Giannmi  said  the  awards  were  a  testimony 
to  the  University's  ability  to  compete  on  a  national  level  both  athletically 
and  academically. 

"This  is  a  significant  honor  to  have  the  highest  percentage  of  male  athletes 
graduating,"  Giannini  said.  "We  work  hard  to  achieve  high  standards  that  our 
student-athletes  continue  to  meet.  It's  a  tribute  to  the  coaches  and  our  staff 
across  all  programs  for  pushing  academic  success." 

The  Halbrook  Award  recognizes  colleges  and  universities  that  maintain 
and  achieve  high  academic  standards  for  student-athletes,  thus  encourag- 
ing high  graduation  rates. 

The  annual  IHL  Halbrook  Award  for  Academic 
Achievement  Among  Athletes  Program  was  autho- 
rized by  House  Concurrent  Resolution  No.  88 
in  1984  and  is  named  in  honor  of  its  founder 
and  endower,  former  Representative  David  M. 
Halbrook  and  his  brothers,  John  C  Halbrook, 
James  G.  Halbrook  and  J.A.  Halbrook. 

Canudas,  a  first  team  All-Conference  USA  selec- 
tion in  2005,  ended  his  collegiate  career  with  an 
18-9  mark  at  No.  1  singles  and  1 1-5  record  at  No. 
3  doubles.  The  Barcelona,  Spain,  native  was  one  of 
16  players  selected  for  a  Conference  USA  Sportsmanship  Award  in  2005. 

Keefe,  a  native  of  Winterpark,  Fla.,  completed 
her  senior  season  in  the  spring,  finishing  with  a 
scoring  average  of  79.4.  She  posted  three  top-25  fin- 
ishes and  two  top  10s,  including  a  third-place  finish. 
Keefe  is  now  attending  law  school  at  LSU.  A  2004 
All-Conference  USA  selection,  Keefe  was  one  of  300 
collegiate  players  to  be  named  to  the  National  Golf 
Coaches  Association  (NGCA)  All-Amencan  Scholar 
teams,  also  earning  the  honor  in  2004. 

Keefe 


Canudas 


Cross  Country  Team  Finishes  Season 

■  Southern  Miss'  Lady  Eagle  cross  country  team  placed  14th  out  of 
24  teams  at  the  2005  NCAA  South  Regional  in  Gainesville,  Fla. 

Senior  Naomi  Kiprotich  (Eldoret,  Kenya)  was  the  top  finisher 
for  the  Lady  Eagles,  covering  the  6K  race  with  a  time  of  21:35.89. 
Senior  Dijana  Kojic  (Tuzla,  Bosnia)  was  Southern  Miss'  second 
finisher  at  60th  with  a  time  of  22:47.59.  Sophomore  Brittany 
Wood  (Cape  Canaveral,  Fla.)  was  the  third  finisher  for  Southern 
Miss,  finishing  89th  with  a  time  of  23:29.88.  Freshman  Ronna 
Sandoval  (Picayune,  Miss.)  was  the  fourth  Lady  Eagle  finisher 
(93)  with  a  time  of  23:35.48.  Freshman  Lila  Balamane  rounded 
out  the  Southern  Miss  scoring  (104)  with  a  time  of  23:52.20. 
Seniors  Alisha  Edwards  (Pensacola,  Fla.)  and  Karen  Tankersley 
(Covington,  Tenn.)  finished  sixth  and  seventh  for  Southern  Miss, 
116th  and  128th,  respectively. 


After  losing  last  season  to  injury, 
pitcher  Cliff  Russum  should  be  back 
on  the  mound  in  2006. 


Palmer  Announces  2006  Baseball  Schedule 

Head  Baseball  Coach  Corky  Palmer  has  announced  the 
team's  2006  schedule. 

Next  season,  the  Golden  Eagles  will  face  nine  2005 
NCAA  Tournament  teams  (Wichita  State,  South  Alabama, 
Stetson,  Ole  Miss,  Mississippi  State,  East  Carolina,  Alabama, 
Rice  and  Tulane),  three  Super  Regional  teams  (Ole  Miss, 
— _  Tulane  and  Rice)  and  one 
'  College  World  Series  team 
(Tulane). 

The  Golden  Eagles  return 
20  letterwinners,  including 
five  starting  position  play- 
ers, four  starting  pitchers, 
and  five  bullpen  pitchers 
from  last  year's  squad  that 
finished  41-21  overall  and 
tied  for  second-place  in 
Conference  USA,  advanced 
to  the  Conference  USA 
Tournament  semifinals  and 
also  to  its  third-straight 
NCAA  Tournament.  The 
Golden  Eagles  have  pro- 
duced a  133-56  record  over  the  past  three  seasons  for  a  70.4 
winning  percentage. 

"We're  excited  about  our  schedule  for  the  2006  season," 
Palmer  said.  "We  always  try  to  play  the  best  competition 
that  will  not  only  challenge  our  club,  but  also  prepare  us  for 
Conference  USA  competition.  The  conference  continues  to  be 
one  of  the  best  in  the  nation  after  sending  four  teams  to  the 
tournament  last  year." 

Southern  Miss  opens  its  season  on  Feb.  15,  in  a  3  p.m. 
contest  against  Nicholls  State  at  Pete  Taylor  Park.  The  team 
then  travels  to  the  South  Alabama  Tournament,  to  face  three 
NCAA  Tournament  teams,  Wichita  State  on  Feb.  17,  Stetson 
on  Feb.  18  and  South  Alabama  on  Feb.  19. 

The  Golden  Eagles  face  Alabama  in  Tuscaloosa  on  March  15 
at  6:30  p.m.,  Ole  Miss  on  March  28  in  Oxford  at  6:30  p.m., 
and  the  Rebels  a  second  time  in  Jackson  on  April  4  at  6:30 
p.m.  Southern  Miss  also  hosts  in-state  rival  Mississippi  State 
in  a  two-game  series  on  April  25-26.  Both  games  are  slated 
for  6:30  p.m.  starts. 

Other  non-conference  games  include  a  three-game  series  at 
Dallas  Baptist  on  April  7-8;  non-conference  home  tussles  with 
Illinois  State  on  March  3-5;  a  three-game  series  with  Troy 
State  at  Pete  Taylor  Park  on  March  17-19,  and  a  three-game 
series  against  Buffalo  on  March  10-12. 

Away  Conference  USA  series  include  trips  to  UAB  (March 
24-26),  Rice  (April  21-23),  Marshall  (April  28-30)  and  Tulane 
(May  12-14). 

Southern  Miss  will  host  league  series  against  Memphis 
(March  31-April  2),  Houston  (April  14-16),  East  Carolina 
(May  5-7)  and  UCF  (May  18-20). 

The  Conference  USA  Tournament  will  be  hosted  by  Rice 
and  played  in  Houston,  Texas  from  May  24-28. 
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Hurricanes  Katrina,  Rita  Impact  Southern  Miss  Athletics 


Hurricanes  Katrina  and   Rita 
sands  of  Southern  Miss  fans. 


impacted  thon- 


Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita  have  touched  the  lives  of  thousands  of  Southern  Miss  fans.  Many 
of  our  alumni  and  fans  lost  homes,  and  many  more  suffered  property  damage.  In  2004,  hurricane 
season  took  its  toll  on  the  Pensacola,  Fla.,  and  Mobile,  Ala.,  areas.  This  year,  the  impact  was  felt 
from  Mobile,  Ala.,  to  Lake  Charles,  La.,  and  north. 

As  you  know,  the  University  and  our  student-athletes  were  also  impacted  by  the  storm.  More 
than  90  athletes  come  to  Southern  Miss  from  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  or  the  New  Orleans  areas 
-  m  most  cases,  their  families  suffered  significant  losses.  To  date,  thanks  to  numerous  fans  who 
have  donated  to  the  Hurricane  Katrina  Relief  Fund  for  Southern  Miss  Athletics,  we  have  been  able 
to  provide  more  than  $9,000  to  the  affected  families. 

If  you  are  in  a  position  to  help  either  our  program  or  these  student-athletes,  we  ask  you  con- 
sider two  alternatives,  either  increase  your  Eagle  Club  giving  for  2006,  or  consider  a  donation 
to  our  Hurricane  Katrina  Relief  Fund  for  Athletics.  Either  way,  you  would  make  a  tremendous 
difference.  All  contributions  can  be  sent  to  the  Southern  Miss  Athletic  Foundation  at  P.O.  Box 
15458,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39404. 


Purple  Parrot  Company 
Joins  the  Circle  of  Champions 

Robert  St.  John,  published  author,  executive  chef  and  owner  of  the 
Purple  Parrot  Company  has  committed  $100,000  to  Southern  Miss 
athletics.  In  addition,  St.  John  has  also  agreed  to  a  marketing  contract 
with  Owen  Shull  and  ISP  sports  properties.  St.  John  and  his  wife,  Jill, 
have  been  longtime  supporters  of  the  Eagle  Club. 

"Over  the  years  we  have  challenged  other  businesses  in  the  com- 
munity to  donate  a  percent  of  sales  to  the  Eagle  Club,"  St.  John  said. 
"If  everyone  in  town  would  contribute  accordingly,  it  would  bring  the 
Eagle  Club  fund  in  line  with  similar  funds  at  other  universities." 

Clint  Taylor,  managing  partner  of  the  Purple  Parrot  Company,  has 
always  been  extremely  generous  to  the  Eagle  Club  and  was  instrumental 
in  assisting  the  Eagle  Club  to  finalize  this  outstanding  membership. 

Fountain  Construction  of 
Jackson  Donates  to  Southern  Miss 

Sonny  and  Brad  Fountain  of  Fountain  Construction  in  Jackson  have 
pledged  $100,000  to  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  The 
gift  will  be  split  between  Southern  Miss  athletics  and  the  School  of 
Construction. 

Of  the  $50,000  designated  for  the  School  of  Construction,  $10,000 
will  be  used  for  an  endowed  scholarship,  with  preference  given  to  ath- 
letes. The  remaining  $40,000  will  help  fund  a  new  proposed  facility  for 
the  School  of  Construction. 

Looking  to  the  Future 

Though  our  base  of  support  remains  around  2,700  loyal  and  dedi- 
cated fans,  Eagle  Club  revenues  continue  to  rise  toward  $1.8  million 
for  scholarships  and  operating  funds.  However,  we  cannot  continue  to 
strive  toward  our  goal  of  $3.1  million  without  growing  our  base.  That  is 
why  the  "Get  One"  campaign  is  so  critical.  We  cannot  continue  to  fund 


the  athletic  program  with  only  2.7  percent  of  our  living  alumni  sup- 
porting athletics.  Because  the  state  of  Mississippi  does  not  appropriate 
dollars  for  athletics,  Southern  Miss  will  always  remain  dependent  upon 
the  private  sector  to  maintain  a  first-rate  athletic  program.  The  Eagle 
Club  starts  with  gifts  as  low  as  $125,  and  without  reservation,  even-  gift 
counts.  Please  call  the  Eagle  Club  today  and  request  your  2005-2006 
brochures,  (601)  266-5299. 

If  you  are  one  of  the  2,700  alumni,  parents,  coaches,  administrators, 
faculty  members  or  friends  of  Southern  Miss  who  have  contnbuted  to 
the  Eagle  Club,  we  want  to  thank  you  on  behalf  of  our  student-athletes, 
who  are  the  direct  beneficiaries  of  your  generosity. 

First  Year  of  the  "Get  One" 
Campaign  a  Huge  Success 

If  you  don't  have  gold  to 
wear  to  a  Golden  Eagle  ath- 
letic event,  we  would  love 
to  pro\ide  you  a  free  shin 
through  our  "Get  One"  cam- 
paign. All  you  have  to  do  is 
help  us  recruit  a  new  mem- 
ber of  the  Eagle  Club. 

Another  great  reason 
to  get  involved  is  that  in 
2007.  with  the  grand  open- 

Dr.  Gerry  Fletcher,  left,  and  Jaime  Walker  of  m?  °f  0UI'  expanded  and 
ISP  both  persuaded  new  businesses  to  join  the  refurbished  tootball  Sta- 
Eagle  Club.  duim.    numerous    quality 

football  seats  will  become  available.  Bv  joining  now.  or  even  increasing 
levels,  fans  will  have  a  greater  opportunity  to  acquire  quality  seating  that 
has  been  made  possible  by  the  movement  of  many  of  our  donors  to  suites 
and  club-level  seating. 

Additional  information  on  the  Eagle  Club,  tickets  and  parking,  or 
either  campaign  is  available  bv  calling  (601)  266-5299. 
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Now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up  on  the 
news  and  accomplishments  of  your  fel- 
low Golden  Eagles.  To  submit  your  news 
to  The  Talon,  please  send  your  infor- 
mation to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association,  118  College  Drive  #5013, 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001,  e-mail 
alumni@usm.edu  or  post  it  online  at 
www.SouthernMissAlumni.com. 

All  cities  are  in  Mississippi  unless  other- 
wise noted. 

40s 

CHARLEENE  LIGHTSEY  JONES  47 
and  JAMES  R.  JONES  '48  are  both 
enjoying  retirement  in  McLean,  Va.,  and 
will  celebrate  their  59th  wedding  anniver- 
sary in  December. 

1  Q^fk 

JANE  EVANS  HANDLEY  53,  74  received 
the  2004  Volunteer  of  the  Year  award  from 
the  Civic  Woman's  Club  of  Pearl  River 
County.  She  also  received  the  2003  Woman 
of  Distinction  and  the   2004  Red   Rose 


Award,  given  to 
the  outstand- 
ing woman  in 
the  commu- 
nity from  the 
Sigma  Chapter 
of  Delta  Kappa 
Gamma. 

RALPH 
SIMMONS     54 

has  been  induct- 
ed into  the  Jones 
County  Chamber 
of  Commerce 
Hall  of  Fame. 

JIMMY  SMITH 

'55  has  been 
ranked  num- 
ber one  in  the 
Mississippi 
Tennis 
Association's 
70-75  year  old 
age  bracket. 

DAVID  M. 

KING  56 

and  CAROLE 
THOMPSON 
KING  '81  cel- 
ebrated their 
50th  wedding 
anniversary 
on  August  21, 
2005. 


BILL  TIMS  '59  has  retired  from  Albright 
at  Wilson  America  and  continues  to  work 
part  time  with  Charleston-based  Water 
Missions  International. 


1960s 


TOM  MILFORD  '61  serves  as  district 
governor  of  Rotary  International  District 
6860.  He  presides  over  the  northern  half 
of  Alabama. 

BOB  TANNEHILL  '62  and  his  wife 
BETSY    GARDNER    TANNEHILL     65 

both  retired  in  2004  -  Bob  after  35  years 
at  Chemical  Abstracts  Service  and  Betsy 
after  20  years  at  Ohio  State  University. 

ALTON  BANKSTON  '63  has  been  elect- 
ed to  the  Hancock  Holding  Co.  board  of 
directors. 

MILDRED  USHER  '63,  '67  has  graduated 
from  the  Leadership  Hancock  County  class 
of  2004-2005.  She  is  currently  president 
of  Clermont  Harbor  Civic  Association. 

REBA  ROBERTS  '64  has  been  appointed 


region  chairman  for  District  30-1,  Region 
2  of  the  Mississippi  Lions  Club. 

BOB  JOHNSON  '66  has  been  selected 
by  the  East  Central  Community  College 
Alumni  Association  to  be  inducted  in  the 
ECCC  Athletic  Hall  of  Fame. 

OCTAVE  TOURNILLON  '68  retired  after 
more  than  20  years  as  an  administrator  in 
the  New  Orleans  school  district.  He  is 
now  farming  in  Carriere  and  taking  care 
of  horses. 

LARRY  HOGNE  '69  welcomed  his  first 
grandson,  John  Thomas  Butler,  in  October 
2004. 



WAYNE  BURRUS  '70  was  named 
vice  president  of  Healthcare  Business 
Development  by  the  Atlanta  office  of 
Skanska  USA  Building 

RICHARD  H.  DAVIS  '70  has  been  elect- 
ed to  the  Mississippi  Bankers  Association 
board  of  directors.  He  is  C.E.O.  of  Citizens 
Bank  of  Columbia. 

THOMAS  BROWN  '71  has  been  appoint- 
ed to  the  position  of  chairman  of  the  State 
Board  of  Banking  Review. 

BARBARA  ROSS  '71  has  recently  received 
the  Mississippi  Administrator  of  the  Year 
award  from  the  Mississippi  Association  of 
Educational  Office  Professionals. 

BILL  MCGUFIE  '72  organized  and 
hosted  the  Flathead  Southerner's  Ninth 
Annual  'Southern  Pride'  Catfish  Fry  and 
Gathering  in  Somers,  Mont.  The  event 
was  June  26,  2005. 

DR.  ROBERT  DEFRANCISCO  '73  cel- 
ebrates 32  years  of  private  practice  at  the 
Brenton  Medical  Center  in  Brenton,  Ala. 

FAYE  CARD  WELL  HOLLINGS  WORTH 

'75  has  retired  after  31  years  as  a  teacher 
and  accepted  the  positions  of  dean  of 
students  and  director  of  student  activi- 
ties at  St.  Joseph  Catholic  School  in 
Madison,  Miss. 

EUGENE  ZIEBACH  III  '75  has  qualified 
for  membership  in  the  Honor  Society  of 
Club  Managers  Association  of  America. 
He  is  the  general  manager  of  the  Dothan 
Country  Club. 

CHERRIE  MITCHELL  76  and  her  husband 
Mike  announce  the  selection  of  their  daugh- 
ter Kristen  as  a  Southern  Style  2005  member. 
Kristen  is  a  senior  at  Southern  Miss. 

ROBOM    ROBINSON    '78    has   accept- 
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ed  the  position  of  chairperson  of  the 
Mississippi  Economic  Council's  M.B. 
Swayze  Educational  Foundation. 

STEPHEN     HANDLEY     79,      98    has 

been  selected  as  Mississippi's  2005 
Administrator  of  the  Year.  He  is  the  prin- 
cipal of  Terry  High  School. 


COL.  EARNEST  L.  HARRINGTON  JR. 

'80  was  promoted  to  colonel  in  February 
2005.  His  oldest  son,  John,  is  a  senior  at 
Southern  Miss  while  his  youngest  son, 
Zach,  signed  a  football  scholarship  to  play 
quarterback  for  Southeastern  Louisiana 
University. 

KEVIN  MANGUM  '81  announces  the 
July  8,  2005,  birth  of  his  first  grandchild, 
Emma  Grace  Moore. 

GEORGE  F.  BROWN  III  '82  and  his  wife 

Laurie  announce  the  birth  of  their  daugh- 
ter Kelsie  Keona  Brown,  born  on  January 
28,  2005. 

JOE  DUMAS  '84  has  been  promoted  to 
UC  Foundation  Professor  at  the  University 
of  Tennessee  at  Chatanooga 

MACK  HARPER  '85  has  accepted  the 
position  of  vice  president  of  sales  and 
marketing  of  Gulfpack  in  Jackson. 

CHERYL  SOLEY  '85  has  been  nominated 
for  a  Disney  Teacher  Award  and  was  selected 
to  Who's  Who  Among  American  Teachers. 

JOHN  ISHEE  '86,  '92  has  accepted  the 
position  of  head  women's  basketball  coach 
at  New  Mexico  Highlands  University. 

TAMMY  JEAN  WISE  '87,  '89  and  Dr. 

Allen  Guy  Allbright  were  married  Sept. 
4,  2004.  the  couple  resides  in  Manhattan 
Beach,  Calif.,  where  Tammy  is  the  associ- 
ate development  manager  at  Toyota  Motor 
Sales,  USA,  Inc  and  Allen  is  the  director  of 
regulatory  affairs  at  Agensys,  Inc. 

SUZETTE  DUHE  '88  has  been  promoted 
to  regional  director  of  Managed  Care  For 
Health  Management  Associates  Inc. 

DOROTHY    ROBERTS    MCEWEN    '88 

has  joined  the  staff  of  the  Mississippi 
Department  of  Mental  Healths  Specialized 
Treatment  Facility  as  clinical  director  of 
programmatic  services. 

CHRIS  WHEELER  '88  has  earned  the 
Certified  Property  Manager  designa- 
tion from  the  Institute  of  Real  Estate 
Management,  an  affiliate  of  the  National 
Association  of  Realtors. 


Since  leaving  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi,  Matt  Carpenter 
'87  has  distinguished  himself  as  the  best 
in  a  sport  that  is  rarely  publicized,  high- 
altitude  running. 

Carpenter  started  running  his  junior 
year  of  high  school,  when  he  and  his 
family  moved  to  Mississippi.  Then, 
Carpenter  was  a  high  school  band  mem- 
ber, but  a  scheduling  problem  forced  him 
to  reconsider  his  options.  He  chose  to 
run.  While  at  Southern  Miss,  Carpenter 
worked  hard  and  improved  his  running 
skills,  and  during  the  summer  break  of 
his  junior  year  he  stayed  with  his  aunt 
in  Vail,  Col. 

In  Vail,  Carpenter  decided  to  enter  a  half-marathon,  the  Piney  Creek 
Half.  He  was  hooked  on  the  high-altitude  climbing.  He  stayed  there  for 
four  years,  eventually  qualifying  for  the  1992  Olympic  marathon  trials. 

In  1993,  Carpenter  signed  a  deal  with  the  Fila  Skyrunners,  a  group  of 
runners  who  travel  the  globe  racing  at  altitudes  above  14,000  feet.  For 
years  he  has  been  running  in  races  and  breaking  records  across  the  globe. 
He  broke  both  the  ascent  and  marathon  record  at  the  Pikes  Peak  Marathon 
in  the  same  race;  became  the  first  person  to  come  in  under  three  hours 
in  a  marathon  above  14,000  feet;  shattered  the  Lake  City  50-mile  course 
record  by  43  minutes;  and  won  the  SkyRunning  series  in  1994. 

In  August,  Carpenter  pulled  off  one  of  the  greatest  accomplishments 
of  his  career.  He  broke  the  previous  record  for  the  Leadville  (Colo.) 
Trail  100  by  more  than  90  minutes.  The  race  takes  runners  100  miles 
up  and  down  31,200  feet  of  elevation  to  local  Winfield,  Colo.,  and  back 
to  Leadville.  In  the  race's  22-year  history,  the  previous  record  was  17 
hours,  16  minutes  and  19  seconds.  Carpenter's  time  was  15  hours,  42 
minutes  and  59  seconds. 

Carpenter  lives  in  Manitou  Springs,  Colo.,  with  his  wife,  Yvonne.  The 
couple  met  in  1997  at  a  Thursday  night  workout  of  the  Incline  Club, 
the  running  group  started  by  Carpenter.  They  were  married  on  Feb. 
20,  2000,  on  one  of  their  favorite  trails  on  Pikes  Peak.  The  ceremony 
included  a  six-mile  trail  run  with  about  65  members  of  the  Incline  Club. 
The  Carpenters  have  a  3-year-old  daughter,  Kyla  Anne. 


LORRI  DEVEREAUX  '89  has  been 
named  manager  of  central  purchasing  for 
Sanderson  Farms  Inc.  of  Laurel,  Miss. 

1990s 

PATTI  FUERCIO  LANDREAU  '89,  '91 

started  Plan*It  Party,  LLC,  a  party  plan- 
ning service  specializing  in  children's 
themed  parties. 

REBECCA   WRIGHT   PRITCHETT   '90 

has  been  chosen  as  president  of  the 
Alabama  Wildlife  Federation. 

DAVID  TISDALE  '90  received  the  Public 
Relations  Association  of  Mississippi's  top 
award,  the  PRism,  at  the  association's  state 
conference. 

AMY  BABEY  '91  graduated  as  the  lop  stu- 
dent in  her  class  from  the  Army  Management 
Staff  College  at  Ft.  Belvoir,  Va. 

SARA    SHIPLEY    ELDRIDGE    '91    and 

her  husband  David  announce  the  birth  of 
their  daughter  Louisa  Claire  Eldridge. 


TODD  ORMAN  '91  has  been  named 
division  manager  at  Sanderson  Farm's 
Moultrie  Processing  in  Georgia. 

RANDY  RAGGIO  '91  announces  the 
birth  of  his  son  John  David  'Jack" 
Raggio,  born  August  14.  2005. 

HOWARD  S.  STEED,  Ph.D.  "91  has 
been  promoted  to  deputy  director  at 
the  DoD  Center  for  Education  Research 
in  Patient  Safety  and  is  responsible  for 
research  and  training  activities  for  mili- 
tary health  care  facilities  worldwide.  The 
center  operates  under  the  auspices  ol 
the  Uniformed  Services  University  of  the 
Health  Sciences  (USUHS),  Bethesda,  Md. 
USUHS  is  the  Military's  Medical  school. 

ANGELA  COGNEVICH  '92  announces 
the  Sept.  2.  2005.  birth  of  her  grand- 
daughter Caylee  Claire  Cognevich. 

KIMBERLY  DREWS  '93,  *95  com- 
pleted her  postdoctoral  training  in 
the  Department  of  Statistics  at  Texas 
A.&M  University  and  has  taken  a  posi- 
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Ward  Decorating  for  the  Stars 

Kimberly  E.  Ward  '96  is  using  her  experience  in  the  interior  design 
business  to  decorate  for  the  stars. 

Ward  is  the  owner  of  Kimberly  and  Cameron  Interiors,  based  in 
Houston,  Texas.  KCI  is  a  full  service  interior  design  firm  whose  clients 
include  business  professionals,  recording  artists,  actors  and  professional 
athletes.  The  company  services  clients  in  New  York,  Atlanta  and  many 
other  cities  in  the  United  States.  Among  Wards  clients  are  Houston 
Texans  Corey  Bradford  and  Jerry  Deloach  and  former  Denver  Bronco 
Eric  Brown. 

She  is  cur- 
rently visiting 
different  cities 
teaching  home- 
owners how  to 
plan,  organize 
and  execute  their 
interior  design 
projects.  Her 
classes  are  not 
only  informative, 
but  she  is  able  to 
provide  design 
ideas  and  advice 
to  hundreds  of  people  who  might  not  have  the  opportunity  to 
hire  a  design  professional.  The  class  will  be  offered  in  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  on  Dec.  10. 

Alumnus  Renames  Hattiesburg 

Green  Bay,  Wis.,  is  known  as  Title  Town.  In  fact  Green  Bays 
Chamber  of  Commerce  Web  site  address  is  www.titletown.org. 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  is  known  as  Music  City,  and  the  city's  college 
football  bowl  game  is  named  the  Music  City  Bowl.  Now  Gulf 
Coast  advertising  executive  Walt  Denton  '96,  '97  hopes  his  new 
brand  will  have  the  same  impact  on  Hattiesburg  with  the  launch  of 
College  City,  Mississippi. 

"The  only  thing  College  City,  Mississippi  cares  about  is  celebrat- 
ing and  promoting  all  the  things  that  make  Hattiesburg  a  premier 
college  environment," 
said  Walt  Denton, 
vice  president  of  The 
Guice  Agency. 

College  City,  Mississippi  apparel  went  on  sale  exclusively  at 
Campus  Book  Mart  across  from  the  Southern  Miss  campus  in 


Kimberly  Ward's  designs  are  featured  in  the  homes  of 
professional  football  players  and  recording  artists. 
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early  August.  "Walt  realized  that  in  order  for  College  City  to 
take  off,  people  needed  to  buy  the  t-shirt  -  literally,"  said  Jimmy 
Renfroe,  manager  of  Campus  Book  Mart.  "Campus  Book  Mart  is 
all  about  selling  the  college  experience.  That  made  College  City 
a  perfect  fit." 

A  College  City,  Mississippi  Web  site  is  also  now  online  at  www. 
collegecitymississippi.com 

Simmons  Named  President  of  Business  Fraternity 

Mitchell  B.  "Mitch"  Simmons  '85  was  elected  grand  president 
of  the  International  Fraternity  of  Delta  Sigma  Pi,  the  profes- 
sional business  fraternity,  at  its  45th  Grand  Chapter  Congress, 
Aug.  10-14,  in  Orlando,  Fla. 

Simmons  resides  in  Marietta,  Ga.,  with  his  wife,  Velvet. 
He  has  been  an  agent  for  Georgia  Farm  Bureau  Insurance 
Companies  since  1993  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Marietta 
Metro  Rotary  Club  and  the 
Rotary  Foundation.  Simmons 
also  is  a  Paul  Harris  Fellow 
and  an  elder  of  the  Macland 
Presbyterian  Church. 

A  Magnolia,  Miss.,  native, 
Simmons  was  initiated  into  the 
Gamma  Tau  Chapter  of  Delta 
Sigma  Pi  at  Southern  Miss  in 
1983  and  served  as  chapter 
president  in  addition  to  other 
various  chapter  offices  during 
his  undergraduate  years. 

After  graduation,  Simmons 
was  employed  by  the  national 
fraternity  as  a  chapter  consultant  at  the  group's  central  office 
in  Oxford,  Ohio.  In  addition,  he  has  served  the  fraternity  as 
district  director,  Atlanta  Alumni  Chapter  president  from  1991 
to  1993,  Southeastern  Regional  director  from  1993  to  2001  and 
the  Southern  Provincial  vice  president  from  2001  to  2005. 

He  was  the  Atlanta  Alumni  Chapter's  Robert  G.  Busse 
Outstanding  Community  Service  Award  recipient  for  2003 
and  is  a  trustee  and  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Clyde  Kitchens  / 
Thoben  Elrod  Foundation. 

As  grand  president,  Simmons  also  serves  ex-officio  as  trustee 
of  the  Delta  Sigma  Pi  Leadership  Foundation.  Delta  Sigma  Pi 
will  celebrate  its  100th  anniversary  in  2007. 


tion  as  assistant  research  professor 
in  the  Biostatistics  Center  at  George 
Washington  University.  The  Biostatistics 
Center  is  a  Clinical  Trial  coordinating 
center  and  Drews  serves  as  a  co-prin- 
cipal Investigator  on  a  Type  2  Diabetes 
Clinical  Trial. 

ERIC  W.  HOOK  '93  and  his 

wife  Beth  announce  the  Feb 
28,  2005,  birth  of  their  son 
John  William,  who  joins  big 
sister  Emma,  5. 


DAWN  MARIE  RUSSELL  '93  received  a 
Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  health  infor- 
mation management  from  the  University  of 
Mississippi  Medical  Center  in  Jackson,  Miss. 

MERCEDES  GABOUREL  VARGAS  '93 

and  her  husband 
David  announce  the 
birth  of  their  son 
Marco  Griffith.  Marco 
joins  Gabriella,  5,  and 
Luke,  3. 


r  f  -- 


SHAWN  WALKER  '93   and  KIMBERLY 

WALKER  '98  announce  the  birth  of  their 
son,  Conner  Michael  Walker. 

DAVID  LEE  '94  and  AMY  ANDERSON 

LEE  '97  announce  the  May  25,  2005,  birth 
of  their  daughter  Lucy  Caroline  Lee. 

CLIFTON  PALMER  '94  and  JENNIFER 
PALMER  '98  announce  the  July  6,  2005, 
birth  of  their  son  Colton  Julius  Palmer. 

SCOTT  SCHALLER  '94  has  joined  the  law 
firm  Sterne,  Kessler,  Goldstein  &  Fox  as  an  asso- 
ciate in  the  Biotechnology  /  Chemical  Group. 
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PAMELA  GRAVES  '96  celebrates  her  10th 
year  as  a  teacher.  She  is  the  sponsor  of 
Beta  Club,  Student  Council,  Quiz  Bowl, 
Partnership  for  Healthy  Mississippi  and 
Science  Fair. 

DEENA  SMITH  MIXON  96  and  ION 
TODD  MIXON  '98,  '99  announce  the 
birth  of  their  son  Morgan  Todd  Mixon, 
born  on  June  1,  2005.  Morgan  joins  big 
brother  Micah. 

ROB  V.  ZOLLICOFFER  '96  has  graduated 
with  a  Master  of  Science  in  educational  lead- 
ership from  Christian  Bothers  University  in 
Memphis,  Tenn. 

LYERLY  CHRISTENSEN  '97,  '98  and 
KENNETH  CHRISTENSEN  '98  announce 
the  Aug.  16,  2005,  birth  of  their  daughter 
Claire  Thames  Christensen. 

RUSTY  MCDONALD  '97  and  JENNIFER 

MASKEW  '02  were  married  August  20, 
2005. 

LASHONDRA  MYLES  '97  has  earned  a 
Doctorate  of  Education  degree  in  the  field 
of  higher  education  administration  from  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh  in  Pittsburgh,  Penn. 

EMILY  NOBILE  GERMANY  '98 

and  her  husband,  Boyd  Germany, 
announce  the  Sept.  20,  2005, 
birth  of  their  son,  Stephen  Nobile 
Germany. 


LAURA  MCINNIS  NETTLES  '98  and  her 

'1^  -w  ~|  husband  Bryan  announce 
the  July  7,  2005,  birth  of 
their  daughter  Margaret 
Anne  Nettles. 

DONNA  HOGUE  BOONE  '99  has  com- 
pleted the  Georgia  School  Superintendents 
Associations  sixth  cohort  of  the 
Superintendent  Professional  Development 
Program.  She  was  one  of  25  school  leaders 
chosen  by  GSSA  as  a  potential  superinten- 
dent candidate  from  Georgia. 

JENNIFER  COFER  '99  has  accepted  a  posi- 
tion at  the  American  Lung  Association  of 
Mississippi  to  start  a  new  asthma  initiative. 
She  develops  asthma  coalitions  and  is  writing 
a  statewide  asthma  plan. 

STACEY    REBECCA    CHECK    '99    has 

graduated  with  a  medical  degree  from  Nova 
Southeastern  University  College  of  Osteopathic 
Medicine  in  Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla. 

2000s 

ANGELA  ADAMS  00  and  ROBERT 
ADAMS  '05  announce  the  birth  of  their  son 
Isaac  Anthony  Adams. 


MICHAEL 
CHANDLER 
HUMPHREYS 

'00  has  received  a 
Doctor  of  Dental 
Medicine  degree 
from  the  University 
of  Mississippi 

Medical  Center  in 
Jackson,  Miss. 

NABIL  DIA  ALI  01 

has  received  a  Doctor 
of  Medicine  degree 
from  the  University 
of  Mississippi 

Medical  Center  in 
Jackson,  Miss. 

RACHAEL  DOLLAR 
'01  and  DANIEL 
DOLLAR  02 

announce 
the  May  6, 
2005,  birth 
of  their 
daughter 
Anna. 


1 


ALLISON  LYNNE 
GARNER  '01  mar- 
ried Keith 
David 
Moss    on 


a  Citizens 
National 
Bank 


s  a  ma 

Meridian 

Carthage  •  Columbus  •  Hattiesburg  •  Kosciusko  •  Flowood  •  Laurel 
Macon  •  Philadelphia  •  Quitman  •  Ridgeland  •  Waynesboro 

COMING  SOON  TO  MADISON! 

www.eCitizensNationalBank.com  , 


May  28,  2005,  in  Saraland,  Ala. 
The  couple  resides  in  Creola,  La. 

CARLEY  GERVAIS  '01  has  completed  a 
Master  of  Music  degree  from  Northwestern 
State  University  in  Natchitoches,  La. 

JAMES   STRONG  HENDERSON   IV    01 

received  a  Doctor  of  Dental  Medicine  degree 
from  the  University  of  Mississippi  Medical 
Center  in  Jackson,  Miss. 

RICHARD  'PAUL" 

HOFFMAN       01      and 
HOPE  BAKER- 

HOFFMAN  '03  announce 
the  birth  of  their  first  child, 
Baxter  Paul   Hoffman,   on 
July  19,  2005. 

DORTHEA  NEAL  '01  and  her  husband 
Marcus  announce  the  August  4,  2005,  birth 
of  their  son  Marcus  Anthony  Neal  11.  Marcus 
joins  his  older  sister  Maddi,  2. 

STEVEN  BLAIN  QUIN  '01  received  a  Doctor 

of  Medicine  degree  from  the  University  of 
Mississippi  Medical  Center  in  Jackson,  Miss. 

CHRISTINA  COWART  02  has  joined 
MediaSolutions  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  as  an  adver- 
tising assistant. 


Member  FDIC 


SHAWN    M.  JONES     02    and    LORIN 

SINGLETARY  '02  were  married  on 
March  26,  2005. 

JENNIFER  LIVINGSTON  02  has  been 
promoted  to  convention  center  manager 
with  the  Biloxi  Grand  Casino. 

JOAN  STRAYHAM  02  has  been 
promoted  to  chief  operating  officer  at 
Health  Management  Associates  Inc. 

ALICIA     SCHNELL     SUMRALL      02 

received  a  master's  degree  in  physical 
therapy  at  the  University  of  Mississippi 
Medical  Center  in  Jackson.  Miss. 

JOEY  CRAFT  03,  was  married  July  2. 
2005  and  has  accepted  a  job  as  separator 
operator  with  Separation  Technology.  LLC. 

JAMES  HEARD  03  has  been  accepted 
into  Adult  Acute  Care  School  at  the 
University  of  South  Alabama. 

SEAN  P.  HODGES  03  and  MAGDALENA 
MAMZER  HODGES  04  announce  the 
birth  of  their  daughter  Sophia  Katherine 
born  on  Jan.  31.  2005 

TERESA  LANEY  "03  has  accepted  the 

position  of  speech  pathologist  with  the 
Madison  Countv  School  District. 


FALI 
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"Dobie's  River" 
Gene  Gatwood  '63 
456  pages,  $27.95 
Atlas  Books  2005 


Dobi@£&  River 


Gene  Gatwood 


"Dobie'sRiver" 

is  the  story  of 
young  men  and 
women  during 
their  first  years 
of  college  life. 
The  book's  focus 
is  on  three  young 
men,  one  from 
Hattiesburg, 
one  from  Petal 
and  one  from 
St.  Amant,  La. 
These  men  support  each  other  toward 
obtaining  a  college  degree  and  an  economic 
future  that  is  better  than  their  parents. 

The  book  also  contains  many  tales 
regarding  the  legendary  south  Mississippi 
coach  Thomas  Dobie  Holden,  including 
a  youthful  prank  at  St.  Stanislaus  High 
School  in  Bay  St.  Louis.  Two  of  the  books 
characters  are  Jack  Gallagher,  a  legendary 
Mississippi  Southern  College  basketball 
guard,  and  Jerrel  Wilson,  a  member  of  the 
M-Club  Hall  of  Fame. 

"Dobie's  River"  is  an  easy-reading  book 
that  is  full  of  action  and  never-say-die  drives 
to  achieve  and  succeed. 

"Dobie's  River"  is  available  online  at  www. 
dobiesriver.com,  by  phone  at  1-800-247- 
6553,  or  you  may  mail  your  request,  with 
a  check  for  the  book,  plus  $4.95  shipping 
and  handling  cost,  to  GDW,  LLC,  2451 
Cumberland  Pkwy,  Suite  3125,  Atlanta,  GA 
30339-6157. 


"Laughing  All  the  Way:  A  Christmas  Tale" 

Terry  Miles 

144  pages,  $11.95 

iUniverse  2005 

It's  Christmas  time  and  Bea  Winslow,  a 
private  investigator  and  her  aunt,  Ms.  Julia 
McKenna,  whom  she  fondly  calls  Aunt 
Jewels,  along  with  friends,  Sheriff  Jim  Travis 
and  Captain  Eric  VonBoatner,  are  shopping. 
On  a  previous  trip  to  the  French  Quarter  of 
New  Orleans,  La.,  Aunt  Jewels  has  spied  a 


painting  of  a  laughing  clown,  juggling  three 
striped  balls  and  must  have  it. 

Enrol  Fraszer,  a  gigolo,  con  man  and  thief, 
returns  to  New  Orleans  after  spending  40 
years  in  an  Italian  prison  for  a  murder  he 
didn't  commit.  He  discovers  the  paint- 
ing he  heisted  40  years  ago  from  El  Prado 
Museum  in  Madrid,  Spain,  and  sent  to  his 
partner  and  art  collector,  Simon  Dufuss,  is 
in  Lafouchfeye  County,  Miss. 

"Laughing  All  the  Way:  A  Christmas  Tale" 
is  available  online  at  Amazon.com  and  as  an 
electronic  book  from  iUniverse.com. 


"Power  Mark"  Comic  Series 

Steven  Butler  '88 

$2.95 

Power  Mark  Comics 


Comicbooks 
with  Christian 
themes  have 
rarely  sold 
well.  But 

Steven  Butler 
„  . -,.r-^^m  is  using  his 
V^^«fi>  GlM^^^K  degree  in  art 
from  Southern 
Miss  to  prove 
that  it  can  be 
done. 

Butler  is 
producing  the 
"Power  Mark"  Christian  comic  book.  The 
main  character,  Power  Mark,  while  he  may 
be  dressed  like  a  super  hero,  has  no  actual 
super  powers.  Instead,  he  guides  a  group 
of  multicultural  children  through  a  virtual 
reality  machine  to  experience  Bible  stories. 
Butler's  goal  is  to  make  "Power  Mark"  a 
must-read  for  children.  Most  stories  end 
with  a  cliffhanger,  and  that  seems  to  keep 
drawing  people  back  to  the  story. 

"Getting  the  kid  to  want  to  purchase 
the  next  issue  is  where  the  writing  and 
storyline  come  in,"  Butler  said.  "You  can 
have  the  best  art  in  the  world,  but  if  the 
storyline  isn't  good,  you're  not  going  to 
hold  the  child's  attention.  You  have  to  have 
really  good  art,  coupled  with  compelling 
characters,  and  a  solid  storyline  to  hook' 
the  kids  into  wanting  more.   That's  our 


goal,  and  from  all  accounts  that  I've  heard, 
we're  succeeding.  We've  gotten  really  good 
feedback  from  moms,  who  thank  us  for 
delivering  a  good,  wholesome  product  that 
they  know  is  safe  for  their  kids  to  read,  and 
from  kids,  who  simply  ask  the  question, 
What  happens  next?'" 

"Power  Mark"  comic  books  are  available 
online  at  powermarkcomics.com. 


"Bad  Faith" 
Michael  Andrews  '91 
336  pages,  $32.99 
The  Empty  Canoe,  2005 


mma 


"Bad  Faith"  is 
a  gripping  tale, 
based  on  true 
events  as  lived  by 
author  Michael 
Andrews.  Once 
a  claims  direc- 
tor for  one  of  the 
nation's  largest 
insurance  com- 
panies, Andrews 
has  taken  actu- 
al events  and 
woven  them  into 
a  suspenseful, 
courtroom  thriller.  In  the  surprisingly  cut- 
throat world  of  insurance,  justice  is  blind 
and  honesty  is  never  the  policy 

Take  a  journey  into  a  tangled  web 
of  insurer  greed,  high-powered  plaintiff 
attorneys,  a  radical  insurance  C.E.O.  and 
his  special  investigative  unit,  undercover 
FBI  operations  and  a  former  director 
turned  whistleblower.  This  novel  exposes 
a  hidden  agenda  of  conspiracies,  schemes 
and  heavy-handed  tactics  employed  by 
insurers  that  are  designed  to  deny,  delay 
and  reduce  claims  payments  in  order  to 
achieve  windfall  profits. 

Andrews  has  put  together  an  action- 
packed  surreal  tale,  showing  truth  can  be 
truly  stranger  than  fiction.  Knowing  now 
that  half  the  events  actually  happened 
makes  this  story  even  more  amazing. 
"Bad  Faith"  is  published  by  The  Empty 
Canoe  and  can  be  obtained  in  hardcover 
edition  from  Amazon.  Andrews  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Petal. 
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Alumni  Associate 
Label  Wine 


i 


the  perfect 
stocking  stuffer 


Whether  your  preference  is  red  or 

white,  add  a  touch  of  black  and 

gold  to  your  holiday  season. 


^Vn.y  SOUTHERN  M/ss/fi 
;;ociation  ^* 


-X,  ,997- 

(')HARDONNAY 
PASO   ROBLES I 


27th  Ave.  Package  Store     •     Wine  &  Spirits  Discount  Center 

Lincoln  Road  Package  Store     •     Oak  Grove  Plaza  Package  Store 

Super  Saver  Discount  Liquor  and  Wine     •     The  Oak  Barrel 

Dixie  Spirits  -  Biloxi     •     The  Package  Store  -  Biloxi 

Vintage  Wine  and  Liquor  -  D'Iberville     •     L  &  M  Package  Store  -  Gulfport 

Castle  Liquor  and  Wine  -  Gulfport    •     Ft.  Bayou  Wine  &  Spirits  -  Ocean  Springs 

Wine  &  Spirits  Discount  Center  -  Jackson 


CLASS 


NANCY    EICHELBERGER    MOAK     03 

graduated  with  a  masters  degree  in  library 
and  information  science  from  Louisiana  State 
University  in  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

JAMIE  BARHANOVICH  04  has  been 
named  a  convention  services  manager 
for  the  Biloxi  Grand  Casino. 

ADAM  KNIGHT  '04  has  been  certified  as 
Certified  Strength  and  Conditioning  Specialist 
by  the  NSCA  Certification  Commission.  The 
CSCS  certification  is  for  professionals  who 


design  and  imple- 
ment strength  train- 
ing and  conditioning 
programs  for  athletes 
in  a  team  setting. 

ALICIA 
MARSHALL       04 

has  accepted  a 
position  with  the 
Department  of  the 
Air  Force  in  San 
Antonio,  Texas, 
as  an  information 
technology  special- 
ist. Alicia  has  also 
been  accepted  at 
Webster  University 
and  will  begin  working  toward  a  mas- 
ter's degree  in  computer  resources  and 
information  management. 

CARRISA  CARDWELL  MURRAY    04 

married  Kyle  Murray  on  June  12,  2004, 
in  Meridian,  Miss. 

KEITH  WILSON  '04  was  appointed  in  July 
to  serve  on  the  2005-2006  Growth  and 
Development  Committee  for  Campus  Civitan 
at  Civitan  International  in  Birmingham,  Ala. 


ADAM  HEIDINGSFELDER  '05  has  enrolled 
in  the  Doctor  of  Chiropractic  Program  at  Logan 
College  of  Chiropractic  in  Chesterfield,  Mo. 

SARA  UHL-DAVI  '05  has  been  named  a 
Convention  Services  manager  for  the  Biloxi 
Grand  Casino. 

JOHN  STILES  '05  has  accepted  an  offer  from 
Hannam  University  in  South  Korea  to  fill 
the  position  of  dean  for  the  School  of  Global 
Communication  Arts. 

In  Memoriam 

The  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 
extends  sincere  sympathy  to  the  families  of 
the  following  alumni  and  friends. 

(Due  to  space  constraints,  obituaries  may  not 
exceed  40  words  and  are  subject  to  editing.) 

MAXCY  HATHORN  39  of  Bellaire, 
Texas,  died  Sept.  23,  2005. 

VERA  KING  '44  of  Biloxi  died  May  18, 
2005. 

DOROTHY  SKELLIE  GRIFFITH   45  of 

Vestavia  Hills,  Ala.,  has  died. 

REBECCA  HATHORN  ELLEDGE  46  of 

Bellaire,  Texas,  died  Sept.  23,  2005. 
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VIRGINIA  M.  BARNES  '51  of  Petal  died 
Oct.  19,  2005. 

MARY   MAXWELL   '51    of  Purvis   died 
May  11,  2005. 

HIMBERT    JOHN    SINOPOLI     52    of 

Gulfport  died  July  14,  2005. 

IDA    MARIE    MILNER    PRICE    '53    of 

Gulfport  died  Oct.  21,  2005. 

CHARLES  BERRY  '55  of  Gulfport  died 
Sept.  7,  2005. 

BILLY  JOE   BOUTWELL    60   of  Baton 

Rouge,  La.,  died  July  8,  2005. 

F.  RENE  LORIO  '60  of  Jackson  died  Oct. 
3,  2005. 

BIENVILLE    SKIPPER    63    of  Madison 
died  June  12,  2005. 

CLAUDE  DENNIS  SWITZER  65,'67  of 

Tuscaloosa,  Ala.,  died  Oct.  2,  2005. 

LTC  BAXTER  WILLIAM  SEATON    66 

of  Fairfax,  Va.,  died  Dec.  21,  2004. 

BETTY   JOHNSTON    MILLER     67    of 

Pascagoula  died  August  17,  2005. 

CLARENCE  VOLENDAR  '68  of  Gulfport 

died  Sept.  9,  2005. 

DON  M.  GRAHAM  '69  of  Petal  died  July 
13,  2005. 

WENDY     WAITE     MURRAY     71     of 

Charlotte,  N.C.,  died  June  28,  2005. 

BILLY    RAY    DUNCAN    '72    of   Waco, 
Texas,  died  July  31,  2005. 

SYDNEY  L.  WATKINS  '73  of  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  died  Aug.  10,  2005. 

BERNARD  RAMSEY  JR  '78  of  Springfield, 
Va.,  died  May  16,  2003. 

VICTOR  SYLVESTER  WAMSLEY  78  of 

Mobile,  Ala.,  died  Nov.  30,  2004. 

TERESA  MARIE  BRANDT  '81  of  Bowie, 
Md.,  died  Sept.  13,  2004. 

CHRIS  C.  ROOKE  III  '82  of  Houston, 
Texas,  died  May  24,  2005. 

DR.    NORMA   JEAN    LOCKE    '86    of 

Shreveport,  La.,  died  Oct.  6,  2002. 

DANIEL    SIMMONS    '88    of   Columbia 
died  Jan.  20,  2005. 

DEBORAH    ELAINE    MILLER    '91    of 

Madeira  Beach,  Fla.,  died  July  11,  2005. 

MARGARET    H.    DALE    of  Hattiesburg 
died  July  22,  2005. 

ROBERT    "GLYNN"    HODGE    of   Petal 
died  July  19,  2005. 


R 
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Robert  Morris  '95,  '96,  '97,  vice  president  of  the  American  Cancer  Society  for  the 
Mid-South  Division,  including  Mississippi  and  Arkansas,  has  contributed  to  the  mis- 
sions of  American  Cancer  Society  (ACS)  and  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
through  his  dedication  to  educating  and  saving  lives.  "Both  institutions  have  steep 
traditions  and  bring  a  sense  of  pride  to  South  Mississippi,"  said  Morris. 

Morris'  involvement  with  ACS  began  as  an  undergraduate  at  Southern  Miss.  He 
volunteered  on  a  committee  for  the  organizations  signature  event,  Relay  for  Life. 
According  to  Morris,  one  out  of  every  100  Americans  participates  in  the  event,  which 
brings  teams  of  people  together  for  one  night  to  raise  awareness  and  funds  for  cancer 
patients.  The  event  has  become  such  a  success  in  Mississippi  that  Petal  residents  have 
named  a  park,  Relay  Park,  in  honor  of  the  event  held  there  each  year. 

Once  Morris  moved  to  the  Gulf  Coast,  he  stayed  involved  with  the  ACS  and  took 
advantage  of  the  first  opportunity  he  had  to  work  for  the  organization.  He  started 
off  as  a  field  manager  and  advanced  to  division  patient  support  director  for  the 
Mid-South  Division.  For  the  past  three  years  of  his  eight-year  tenure  with  the  ACS, 
Morris  has  served  as  vice  president  for  Mississippi,  helping  to  accrue  more  than  S3 
million  during  this  time.  Additionally  he  began  to  oversee  operations  in  Arkansas 
last  year.  In  his  current  position,  Morris  serves  as  the  administrative  head  for  both 
states,  leading  strategic  plans,  overseeing  staff  and  budget  and  working  toward  the 
mission  of  the  ACS,  to  eliminate  cancer. 

Having  felt  the  effects  of  cancer  in  his  family,  Morris  wakes  up  every  morning  and 
thinks,  "Thank  goodness  I'm  going  to  work  because  I  can  help  somebody  today."  He 
believes  strongly  in  what  the  ACS  brings  to  the  country:  Throughout  his  career.  Morris 
has  helped  to  implement  new  programs,  including  one  that  awards  college  scholarships 
to  cancer  patients.  Today,  more  than  500  young  cancer  patients  have  benefited  from 
receiving  a  college  education  through  the  program.  Because  transportation  is  a  prob- 
lem for  some  cancer  patients  who  need  to  get  to  and  from  the  hospital  for  treatments. 
Morris  also  helped  establish  a  transportation  grants  program  to  meet  their  needs. 

Morris  views  Southern  Miss  as  a  community-based,  community-focused  university 
that  has  made  a  mark  on  his  life,  and  he  hopes  that  he  can  continue  to  make  a  bigger 
mark  for  Southern  Miss.  Not  only  is  Morris  a  part  of  a  large  Southern  Miss  family,  but 
he  married  into  another  lineage  of  Southern  Miss  alumni.  He  and  his  wife.  Joy  Payne 
Morris  '94,  '95,  '01,  are  both  Life  Members  of  the  Alumni  Association.  Robert  stays  in 
contact  with  his  alma  mater  by  supporting  Golden  Eagle  athletics,  participating  in  the 
Gulf  Coast  Alumni  Chapter  and  speaking  to  students.  For  two  years,  he  served  as  an 
adjunct  professor  at  Southern  Miss'  Gulf  Coast  campus. 

In  addition  to  his  service  through  the  ACS,  Morris  volunteers  his  time  with  the 
Gulf  Coast  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Mississippi  Public  Health  Association 
He  has  been  named  Alumnus  of  the  Year  by  the  School  of  Family  and  Consumer 
Sciences  at  Southern  Miss. 

A  native  of  Biloxi,  Robert  and  Joy  reside  in  Gulfport  with  their  daughter.  Emerson 
Reese,  born  in  November  2004. 
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s  the  temperature  falls,  be  sure  to  wrap  yourself  in  the  warmest  black  and  gold. 
And,  when  you  brave  the  conditions  in  your  Southern  Miss  gear,  be  sure  to  let 
us  know.  Send  photos*  of  yourself,  your  family  and  friends,  and  we  will  print  as 
many  as  space  allows  in  a  future  edition  of  Snapshots. 


*  For  printing  purposes,  please  save  or  scan  your  photos  at  a  resolution  of  300  dpi.  If  you 
have  any  questions,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at  (601)  266-5013. 


Sam  Shearer  and  Emma  Nance  enjoy 
their  popcorn  during  the  Homecoming 
football  game.  Emma  Nance,  3,  is  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Jodi  Nance  of 
Alexandria,  La.,  and  the  granddaugh- 
ter of  Addie  Nance  '54  of  Jackson. 
Addie  and  John  are  long-time  Golden 
Eagle  fans.  Sam  Shearer,  4,  is  the  son 
of  Dale  '87  and  Janet  Shearer  '90  of 
Ridgeland  and  the  grandson  of  Ken 
'60  and  Carolyn  Shearer  of  Jackson. 

Ken  Shearer  '60  and  his  granddaugh- 
ter Mary  Kate  share  a  hug  outside  the 
Commons.  Mary  Kate  shopped  in  the 
University  Bookstore  while  Ken  attend- 
ed the  annual  Alumni  Awards  Brunch 
and  Business  Meeting  at  Homecoming. 

Tulane  alumnus  Dave  Friedersdorff 
lent  a  helping  hand  to  Southern  Miss 
on  Sept.  4,  cleaning  up  a  portion  of 
the  All-American  Rose  Garden.  Sept.  4 
was  the  original  date  of  the  Southern 
Miss  /  Tulane  football  contest  before 
Hurricane  Katrina  swept  through  the 
region.  Friedersdorff  is  the  husband  of 
Becky  Sullivan  '91. 

Proof  that  friendships  made  at  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  last 
a  lifetime,  12  alumni  gathered  for  a  cou- 
ple's dinner  in  Mandeville,  La.  Pictured 
are  Brian  Spreen  '01  with  daughter 
Amelia  Spreen,  Erica  Foster  '01,  Nikki 
Spreen  '99  with  daughter  Abigail 
Spreen,  Josh  Foster  '01,  Collins  Bourg 
'01,  Christie  Bourg  '00  with  son  Conner 
Bourg,  Michele  McCarthy  '00,  Shane 
McCarthy  '99,  Brandy  Breaux  '99  with 
son  Brady  Breaux,  Heather  Arnold  '00, 
Gerry  Arnold  '01  and  Jerod  Breaux  '99. 

Staci  Stephens  Goff  '00  and  her  family 
show  their  Southern  Miss  pride. 

This  Southern  Miss  model  of  a  Saturn 
V  rocket  was  designed  by  Gregg  Hess, 
who  led  a  project  to  raise  money 
to  restore  a  Saturn  V  rocket  at  the 
space  museum  in  Huntsville,  Ala.  The 
project  was  part  of  Huntsville's  200th 
anniversary  celebration. 

At  a  ceremony  held  at  the  Pentagon, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Kenneth  D.  Curry 
III  '79,  left,  retired  from  the  Army  with 
more  than  21  years  of  active  federal 
service  and  more  than  27  years  of  total 
military  service.  His  service  included 
active  duty  in  the  Army,  Army  National 
Guard,  and  Marine  Corps,  as  well  as 
inactive  duty  with  the  Army  National 
Guard  and  Marine  Corps  Reserve.  He 
was  awarded  the  Legion  of  Merit  for 
his  distinguished  service. 

Ava  and  Brooke  Horn  show  they  are 
future  Golden  Eagles. 


52 


THE  TALON 


urrent     lumni     etulf     iscounts 


SouthernMissAlumni.com 


This  listing  contains  current  participants  in  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 

Association's  CARD  (Current  Alumni  Retail  Discounts)  Program.    By  presenting 

either  your  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  annual  dues  membership  card  or  your  Life 

Membership  card,  you  will  receive  the  discount  noted  by  each  participant.   The  program 

is  designed  to  bring  added  value  to  your  membership  in  the  Alumni  Association  and  to 


thank  you 

for  your  support  of  Southern  Miss. 

Anderson's  Rug  Market 

10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 

Baymont  Inn  &  Suites* 

10%  discount  on  rack  rate 

Bourne  Brothers  Printing 

20%  discount  on  any  service 

Classic  Concepts  /  ACE  Home  Center 

10%  discount  on  purchases  or  rentals 

Comfort  Inn-The  Lodge 

10%  off  rack  rate 

Comfort  Suites  * 

10%  off  rack  rate 

Domino's  Pizza  * 

20%  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

Dunhopen  Inn 

$10  savings  on  small  room  &  $20  savings  off  large  room  rates 

Expectations 

1S%  discount  on  total  purchase  (does  not  apply  to  furniture) 

Garfield's  Restaurant  * 

20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 

Grand  Bank 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loan  closing  costs 

Hattiesburg  Inn  ' 

15  ..  discount  on  nightly  room  rate 

Hawthorn  Suites 

10%  off  rack  rate 

Hopson  Law  Firm,  PLLC 

Free  initial  consultation  on  any  contingency  fee  case 

10%  discount  on  initial  consultation  fee  on  non-contingency  cases 

J&L  Sales 

10%  discount  on  any  purchase 

Kitchen  Table 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

Kesslers  Team  Sports 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

Lance  Computer  Systems 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

Leatha's  Bar-B-Que  Inn 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

Legg  Mason  /  Chris  Inman 

10%  discount  on  all  store  transactions  /  free  portfolio  reviews 

Nevada  Bob's  Golf  (Coast) 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Oak  Grove  Rental 

10%>  discount  on  rental  items  /  not  valid  with  other  discounts 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Parris  Jewelers 

10%)  discount  on  all  items 

Peak  Fitness 

1S%  discount  on  membership  fee 

Photo  Arts  Studio 

10%  discount  on  any  gallery  purchase,  retail  purchase  or  service 

Pine  Burr  Country  Club 

$5.00  off  one  18-hole  round  of  golf 

Primerica  /  Ken  Sheil 

Free  financial  needs  analysis 

Rental  Cabins  -  Redden  Enterprises  LLC  5%  discount  on  cabin  rental  /  10%  discount  to  Life  Members 

Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club 

15%  discount  on  a  round  of  golf  /  not  valid  with  other  discounts 

Signs  First  * 

15%i  discount  on  Southern  Miss  related  signs 

Simmons  Furniture 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Sonic  Drive  Inn  on  Hwy  11 

Free  20  oz.  Drink  or  Slush  with  purchase  of  #1  or  #2  Burger 

Southern  Interiors 

5%  discount  on  flooring  / 10%  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 

Southland  Florists 

10%  discount  on  store  purchases  (cash-and-carry  items  excluded) 

Tall  Pines  Farm 

10%  discount  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 

University  Florist 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases  (cash  and  carry  only) 

Villies  Restaurant 

$1.00  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich,  side  order,  and  large  drink  / 
$1.00  off  game  day  party  subs 

"     All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice. 

Please  verify  discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase. 
*     Hattiesburg  locations  only. 
(+)  Offer  not  valid  during  football  season. 

These  businesses  are  participants  in  the  CA.R.D.  Program  with  The  University 

of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association.  By  presenting  your  paid  alumni 

membership  card  you  are  entitled  to  a  discount  at  these  businesses. 


SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association  by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners  By  utiliz- 
ing the  goods  and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating 
additional  revenue  to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association 


|uoe8ipu?i|Bj4^|ar| 


Campus  Book  Mart 

Southern  Miss  Apparel  and  Gifts 

For  more  information,  call  1-888-712-5083, 


Josten's 

Official  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Watch  F  r 

matron,  call  800-523-0124  and  request  operator  A225E 


DiplomaDisplay* 


Alumni  Holidays  International 
Organizing  International  Excursions  For 
Southern  Miss  Alumni.  For  further  information  on 
upcoming  tnps,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at 
601-266-5013. 


American  Insurance  Administrators 

Li/c,  Health  Ami  Short-Term  Major  Medical  Insurance. 

Go  to  http://www.aia-insurance.com/AlA/SouthernMiss 
or  call  800-922-1245. 


On  Campus  Marketing 

Specially  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree  Frames. 

For  more  information,  go  to  wwav.diplomadispFay.com 

or  call  800-422-4100. 

ESF 

education  Services 
Foundation 

Education  Services  Foundation 
Student  Loan  Consolidation. 

For  more  information,  go  to  www.esfweb.com/usm.han 
or  call  866-542-8033. 


MBHK 


Balfour 


MBNA' 

Special  offer  for  Southern  Miss  Alumni  and  friends! 
Announcing  a  special  No-Annual-Fee  MasterCard." 
credit  card  now  conveniently  available  to  Southern 
Miss  Alumni.  Simply  call  866-GET-MBNA  for  details 
about  the  costs  and  terms  of  this  offer  or  to  apply  lor 
the  credit  card. 


Balfour 

Official  Southern  Miss  Ring. 

For  more  information  or  to  order,  call  S66-BALFOUR  and 
ask  for  reference  code  2315. 
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HOMECOMING  <>  2005 

Once  again  it  was  a  happy  Homecoming  for  Southern  Miss  alumni  as  the  Golden  Eagle  football  team  earned  a  win  and  cel- 
ebrations took  place  across  campus.  Notably,  the  1980  football  team  was  honored  for  its  fine  season  25  years  ago,  and  graduates 
from  the  classes  of  1955  and  1980  were  honored  with  a  reception  held  by  the  College  of  Education  and  Psychology.  Seven  new 
members  joined  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  and  the  Association  again  passed  out  awards  to  some  of  its  top  volunteers. 


The  1980  football  team,  which  went 
9-3  and  won  the  Independence 
Bowl  that  year,  was  honored  during 
halftime  of  the  game. 

Freshman  maid  Telia  Brewer  is  all 
smiles  during  the  Homecoming 
parade. 

Former  Southern  Miss  and  current 
Philadelphia  Eagle  receiver  Todd 
Pinkston  signs  autographs  for  young 
fans  at  the  Homecoming  game. 

Some  members  of  the  Dixie 
Darlings  dance  squad  take  time 
out  from  Homecoming  festivities 
to  pose  for  a  photo. 

Seymour  leads  the  way  as  the 
Homecoming  parade  travels  down 
Hardy  Street  on  its  way  to  campus. 

The  College  of  Education  and 
Psychology  held  a  ceremony  honor- 
ing its  undergraduate  graduation 
classes  of  1955  and  1980.  During 
the  program,  it  was  announced 
that  efforts  to  honor  Dr.  Aubrey  K. 
Lucas,  president  emeritus  of  the 
University,  left,  and  his  wife  Ella, 
with  an  endowed  scholarship  are 
on  schedule.  The  scholarship  will  be 
awarded  to  undergraduate  students 
majoring  in  one  of  the  college's 
degree  programs. 

The  Homecoming  game  was  no  con- 
test as  the  Golden  Eagles  routed 
Central  Florida,  52-31 .  Steven  Daigle's 
fumble  recovery  helped  Southern 
Miss  to  a  45-7  halftime  lead. 


Photos  courtesy  of  Beth  Hemeter  of  Image 
Maker  Photography,  Danny  Rawls  of 
Southern  Miss  Photo  Services  and  Steve 
Rouse,  Southern  Miss  Public  Relations. 
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The  quest  for  new  ideas  and  the  drive  to  do  Hancock  Bank  salutes  USM  and  its  proud  heritage  of 

better  shine  brightly  throughout  the  USM  campus,  producing  students  and  faculty  who  not  only  make  a 

especially  in  the  areas  of  research  and  development.  difference  throughout  the  Gulf  South  but  who  also 

From  healthcare  and  science  to  the  world-renowned  make  the  world  a  better  and  brighter  place. 


polymer  institute,  the  university  is  relentless  in  its 
pursuit  of  improving  the  way  things  are  done. 


Hancock  Bank 


SouthernMissAlumni.com 

we  have  a  new  look.  ^ 
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THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 

ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 
118  College  Drive,  #5013 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 
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